[image: image1.png]Brune

|
graduate
SCHOOL




[image: image2.jpg]Brunel

UNIVERSITY

WEST LONDON





Isambard Research Scholarship Application 2010: Terms and Conditions

Eligibility Criteria

1. Candidates must be applying (or have applied) for a full time research programme leading to the award of PhD at Brunel University.

2. Applicants must be eligible for Home (UK) / EU fees.
3. Scholarships are only open to those who will be commencing their first year of PhD study on (or after) the 1st October 2010 (those already registered on a programme leading to the award of PhD at Brunel will not be considered).
4. Applicants should normally hold (or expect to hold) at least a 2i honours degree or a Masters degree or equivalent in a relevant discipline; applicants with significant relevant experience may also be considered if they can demonstrate potential for research excellence.
5. Candidates whose first language is not English must meet the English requirements set out for admission to the programme of study to which they are applying. 

Scholarship Judging

1. Awards will be made on the basis of a competitive allocation process, judged on academic excellence and the potential for future research excellence. There will be three main stages to the process:
Stage 1: Schools / Research Centres will consider applications in the normal way. Typically offers of a PhD place will be made to suitably qualified candidates whose research is relevant to the school and where appropriate supervisory capacity exists. At this stage candidates will be informed whether they have been offered a place (which may be subject to conditions). 
Stage 2: Where an offer of a PhD place has been made, and the Schools / Research Centres judge the application to show sufficient academic merit, candidates may be nominated for further consideration by the Brunel Isambard Scholarship panel. 
Stage 3: The Brunel Isambard Scholarship panel will meet to review all nominations received from Schools and Research Centres. Awards will be allocated on a competitive basis, with the key criterion being the potential demonstrated for research excellence. 

2. The decision of the Isambard Research Scholarship panel is final. 

3. The panel reserves the right to award fewer than 15 scholarships if applications are not deemed to be of sufficient quality.

4. Successful applicants will be offered a scholarship by 13 August 2010.

Scholarship Conditions

1. Successful applicants must confirm acceptance of the scholarship by Friday 10th September 2010.

2. Successful applicants are normally expected to begin their research studies in October 2010, though a later start date may be negotiated.

3. Successful applicants holding conditional offers for their chosen programme of study will not be awarded scholarship funding until they have met these stated conditions and are thus eligible to register with Brunel University. 

4. Funding is for a maximum of three years; students who exceed this limit will need to fund themselves for the remainder of their studies.

5. The value of the annual maintenance award to cover living costs will match the national stipend levels agreed each year by the UK Research Councils which increases in line with inflation. 

6. Continuation of funding at the end of years 1 and 2 is dependent on satisfactory progress in the research as evaluated through the University’s formal Annual Monitoring process. 

7. Successful applicants must be willing to undertake ambassadorial activities related to the promotion of the Isambard Scholarship Fund and research generally at Brunel University. This will include allowing their image to be used in promotional material and other University publications. Other likely contributions include, but are not limited to, attending scholarship awards and fund-raising events with alumni, providing profiles to be used in promotional material, and working with current or potential students in some pre-agreed context that might include mentoring, taking part in seminars or making presentations. The total commitment to ambassadorial activities will amount to the equivalent of no more than 3 days per annum and will be agreed with you, your supervisor and the Director of the Graduate School. 

8. Your School or Research Institute may ask you to carry out Graduate Teaching Assistant duties, up to a maximum of 160 hours per year (which includes preparation time), for which you will receive remuneration at the standard University rate. 
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