Jonathan Isherwood graduated with an MEng in Mechanical Engineering in July 2008
I won an industrial paid placement year through the Brunel Work Placement Office’s extensive data base of companies wanting to place students. Having made an application to several companies. I was called for interview by Gillette UK, at the Reading Manufacturing Centre.  I got the job and my initial role involved acting as a quality engineer for aerosols and deodorants.   I had to assess incoming raw materials / stocks, deal with quality issues on the production line and the quality of outgoing products. In respect to incoming material, when quality issues arose I became involved with meeting suppliers to resolve issues.  The overseeing of production line quality processes, which involved mass production using seven production lines producing 250 cans a minute, meant that a failure of quality could mean the company losing thousands of pounds.   If quality issues were flagged up on the night-shift I was tasked on arrival at work in the morning, to investigate the best financial option for company.  During this placement year, I learnt a lot about commercial awareness in engineering, especially the commercial implications of tooling and downtime and the impact these issues can have on company output / profits, something before the placement I had no idea about  The placement was very challenging, hard work but also rewarding because of the practical experience and knowledge gained. 
Employment after graduation
I started applying for jobs in December well before graduation and knowledge of my final year results.  I received four job offers !!!!  Interestingly, from quite a wide rang of companies : an environmental consultancy, Honda cars, AMEC Oil and MWH Water Consultancy.  I decided to take the job at MWH at Higher Wycombe and my job title is “Graduate Project Mechanical Engineer” with a financial package and career opportunities well above my initial target employment expectations.
Summarising my 6 years’ Brunel experience there are many positive things – for instance, the quality of teaching, the very relevant engineering and industrial contacts we were exposed to and the knowledge and substantial skills gained on the course that helped me at interview. The course develops you into a well-rounded engineer and exposure to events like the IMechE accreditation, where I was interviewed as one of a group of students, provided valuable engineering insights into the context of what I was learning and what I could become.  When I look back at Brunel and am asked why I would recommend the course  I would say that if  you want to become a professional engineer I believe there is not a better course you can take and there is nothing I would change about my experience at Brunel and I would do it all again – I loved it !”
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