Student placement 
2007-2008 at BMW

My name is Ludivine Bell, I am a final year student at Brunel University studying the BEng in Electronic and Electrical Engineering. 

In my first year at Brunel I undertook the Foundation of Engineering course and on successful completion progressed to the BEng programme. 
The Foundation course provided general knowledge about engineering and IT. It helped me to decide which engineering field I was more interested in pursuing and also to gain maturity and good analytical skills.
My first two years on the BEng were a great experience, providing valuable experience of working in a team and developing my time-management skills through team assignments. In the second term of my 2nd year at Brunel the Work Placement Office gave a number of workshops about opportunities for an industrial work placement.  A work placement involves working for a whole year in industry (in the third year of your degree), in a company that specialises in work related to your degree programme.  The placement provides students the opportunity of working in the real world and using the knowledge gained on their degree in a practical setting.
The workshops organised by the Work Placement Office helped explain what employers are looking for in a CV, a covering letter and at interview. They also gave guidance to students on create their own acceptable CV and covering letter, tailored to different jobs.  Finally, I got very interested about the idea of going on placement, as I now understood the significance off having company experience offering special training for a year related to the course you are studying.  After researching companies that I wanted to work for and sending my CV’s and covering letter, several companies replied to me inviting me for interview including BMW.   I received a lot of help from staff, both in and outside the Work Placement Office which helped me prepare for the interview at BMW, including mock interviews.  This preparation helped me to respond positively without stress to the interview questions. I would also recommend that you take the time to research information about the company that are interviewing you.  I can confidently say that many staff at Brunel helped me in the work placement and interview process and finally to get a contract with BMW !!
My placement at BMW was a great. I was treated as an employee with respect. I worked with engineers that taught me their work. They started to give me more responsibility when I showed confidence about the work I was doing.   One of my responsibilities was to call meetings to solve electronic problems. I was expected to make a presentation covering the significant factors affecting the problems and this often involved calling the relevant suppliers and discussing the problem with quality engineers to brainstorm around the problem and find a solution in a short space of time, which both solved the problem and was economical.  I also had to analyse redundant faults in the mini cooper radios, by using electrical tools to test and identify the fault. I employed the use of graph analysis to spot the fault and resolve it.  Working in this environment was a great experience and provided me with invaluable personal and technical knowledge and many skills e.g. I gained confidence in myself, the work underlkined the  effectiveness of working as a team, I gained knowledge and skills in making presentations, in problem solving and especially problem solving by analysis, creating graphs and engaging in brainstorming activities.  I also gained experience in time management and working under pressure. Therefore I would recommend strongly to everyone who is unsure about undertaking a placement to take up this opportunity as it is a clever choice for your life as it results in so much personal development. 
So in conclusion, a year’s work placement improves your skills and enables you to get valuable company experience. The final advantages are that you are not only are paid a salary, but there are possibilities that you will be offered a job on graduation.  BMW offered me a job when I graduated with Brunel !!!
