Alstom Power:  Baden/Birr Switzerland Placement: 2006/7 (written Feb 2007)
Hello. 

My name is Athena and I'm doing my year in industry with Alstom Power in Switzerland!! 

I wanted to recommend this palcemnt to all of this year's applicants because it is truly an amazing experience. Personally, I am working within the Gas Turbine Rotor manufacturing plant, so every morning when I walk to work I get to see GT Rotor's in every stage of production! It really is breathtaking. 

The working environment here is one of the best you could ask for. Dress code is jeans and T-shirt and you are treated as an equal member of the team, rather than just another "placement student." Here I have real responsibilities and real deadlines. I am in charge of qualifying entire batches of turbine blades before they go into service!!

Even if you’re not Mr. Keen-o then you could still make the best of this placement. Basically, you get out of it what you put in. I've had been given the regular work that every student gets, but when I asked for a long term research project, my superiors were blown away, and they immediately gave me a list of possibilities. One of which I am undertaking now. 

Let’s not forget that this placement is in Switzerland. You'll live the Swiss life, and compared to other placements, you'll get paid a Swiss salary too ;). 

I've made so many amazing friends here through another organization called IAESTE (they organize technical placements for students from around the world). With Half tax and Gleis7 I get half price travel anywhere in Switzerland and free travel after 7 anywhere in Switzerland. Which means most weekends I'm in Zurich or Basel at two maybe three different parties. 

Overall, I have to say, I couldn’t have dreamed of a better placement and I HIGHLY recommend it to everyone. 

If you have any questions, feel free to email me.
Don’t miss out on your placement year; it really is worth a lot!!

Athena Kiriacopoulou, Aerospace Engineering
