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Brief Account of Placement
On my first day at Ultra Electronics, I tried my best to be confident but as with all major experiences, I was nervous and anxious, because I would be starting my professional career with a first-class firm, which is a great stepping-stone. For the interview, please note that Ultra are interested in your skills such as team working, interpersonal skills, and that you can take initiative.
On starting my placement, I was then introduced to my line manager and department, which helped to appease me. When you speak to your colleagues they are very experienced, willing to help and everyone seemed to be focused on their work and task-in hand. I was placed within the Intelligence, Surveillance, Target Acquisition And Reconnaissance ISTAR department. After the first week, I was assigned to work on the Future Rapid Effect System FRES project (Military Tank vehicles). I was also given the opportunity to attend the Defence Systems & Equipment International Exhibition DSEI by Ultra. Please check: - (http://www.dsei.co.uk/). The world’s largest fully integrated international defence exhibition. This was a brilliant experience. 
I was then introduced to systems engineering and specifically worked on land mines and line charge breaching systems. This is where I was assigned a series of reports such as the DCMC (Dismounted Counter Mine Capability) project. In my team, we also visited the Brize Norton JATEAU RAF base as part of testing packaging for land mines. By working on such projects, I have had a good overview of how projects are completed in industry and their compliance with MOD standards.
By this stage, I was confident with work because of my exposure to many projects. I also had practical experience of installing the electronic architecture in the FRES mock-up model. I have also liaised with people at all levels within the business such as project managers, sales managers, commercial, system engineers etc, and have attended several meetings and ISTAR team briefings

I have also been exposed to various types of engineering (Systems, Electrical, Mechanical) and have been exposed to the ‘Operations’ side of the business. For a period of eight weeks, each of these weeks I was placed within different departments within the ‘Operations’ area. This was working in: Testing, Inspection, Production Shop Floor, Supply Chain (Purchasing), Inventory Control, Manufacturing Engineering (Production Engineering), and Production Control. 
Being nearly 6 months into my placement at Ultra Electronics, it has been an excellent learning experience. I am currently working within the ‘Mechanical Design Team’, learning CAD software and will be working on such projects soon. Shortly, I will also experience the Financial Side of the business, working in the ‘Accounting’ Dept. All in all, Ultra is a good company to work for and you will learn a great deal if placed at Ultra. 
