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Web 2.0 facilitates networking between professionals but the current state of play in the UK is chaotic. Co-ordination would help maximise benefits for educators .

The lists below contain examples of networks relevant to the education sector.  There are many networks but each appears to operate separately. Few have full web 2.0 functionality. None appears to have been designed to provide a service for the whole education sector. This lack of interconnection places a considerable unnecessary burden on users and potential users who have first to find the networks, then remember multiple logins,then  create different profiles for each network and so on. Best practice is for the networks to be brought together on a list advertised on various education sites, for a search tool to operate across the group, with one update email produced per month for a user which would bring together summaries of activity  from all the networks  the individual user had chosen to join.
There are many ‘knowledge networks’ ie online environments, with web 2.0 functionality provided by public sector organizations for the school-based sector in the UK:  all universities training teachers, all LAs, the 9 regional broadband consortia, the majority of schools as well as the National College online environment, the Becta ‘Collaboration’ environment , the QCDA ‘My curriculum’ environment and the Scottish ‘Glow’ environment. The Becta and QCDA environments  do not appear to be active or actively managed, possibly because they are new, however, the reasons an educator might use these environments  is unclear.  There are many other ‘networks’ run by professional associations, unions, special interest groups, research groups or by individual volunteers. The TES also provides an online environment. The level of functionality of these online environments varies. No environment was found with the functionality identified by teachers for the ICT Tools for future teachers research funded by Becta in 2009.

 It is easy for those with funds to procure the software however unless there is a clear need for collaboration such software environments usually fail to come to life. There is considerable research and experience in the education sector about the factors that ensure that online environments  work effectively which should be drawn on to ensure value for money.  It is quite apparent from the survey undertaken for this appendix that best practice has not been drawn on in the construction of some of the environments listed.

There are considerable risks for the education sector in not providing a service linking up the various networks . For example, email lists as used for many networks (including some Becta ones) are not managed for knowledge retention so the potential for cumulative building of knowledge rather than reinventing the wheel is lost. Volunteer lists cost money to maintain and vanish when the volunteers move on leaving users bereft.

The list is in three parts.

1) Networks that appear to have or are likely to have some Web 2.0 functionality of the sort that teachers are looking for.

2) Networks which teachers recommend which do not seem to have very well developed web 2.0 functionality or are developing functionality which could be built on. Such networks which could be more effective in their work in the education sector if they were more easily findable. They may also wish to use any e-infrastructure which was made available for the education sector.

3) National needs for networks which were revealed in the research for this paper.

List 1: Existing ‘networks’ likely to be able easily to develop full web 2.0 functionality as requested by teachers (Becta, 2009 ICT Tools for Future Teachers research)

	Provider 
	Name
	URL
	Objective/Nature of Service 
	Status 
	User base (if known)

	QDCA 
	My Curriculum
	www.mycurriculum.com
	Extract from website “QCDA has developed mycurriculum.com to enable teachers across the country to connect, communicate and collaborate with each other.” This demonstrates a misunderstanding of the user base. No response was given to a request to join from an HEI staff member training teachers.
	Beta 
	School staff it appears as the school DCSF number is needed. LA, HEI s

	? DCSF – 
	Teacher Trainer exchange 
	no information found – mentioned by Digital Public
	No record found
	No record found
	No record found

	DCSF via OU 
	VITAL
	http://www.vital.ac.uk/

	ICT CPD for staff in 5-19 state schools but they are inviting other educators to use it – run by OU staff including ex-Ultralab people
	live
	All educators

	Becta 
	Collaboration Network
	http://collaboration.becta.org.uk/index.jspa - gives list of services
The profile found on this link demonstrates a misconception about how people work on line ie collaboratively, whereas the profile lists what the individual has contributed.. 
http://collaboration.becta.org.uk/people/mleask;jsessionid=0B0CC96A14CA819044C12ABEC1D7214D.node0?view=overview 


	It is not clear what the scope or purpose of this ‘Collaboration network’ is.
It is being bused unsuccessfully for a 21st century alliance project. The assumption is that there is a need for people in this project to communicate with each other but actually they are just doing separate projects.
	unclear
	unclear

	National College 
	(previously NCSL)
	http://www.nationalcollege.org.uk/index/networking.htm  (Ultralab staff involved in start up)
	Extract from website “education and children's services leaders”
	live
	Unclear – possibly restricted to educators in management positions

	LT Scotland funded by Scottish govt.
	Glow
	http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/glowscotland/index.asp 
	National schools intranet for Scotland includes pupils and teachers. As this is private, it has not been possible to assess the site.
	live
	Private: Educators and pupils in Scotland

	Learning and Skills Improvement Service
	Education Teacher Network (FE sector UK)
	www.excellencegateway.org.uk/forum 

http://www.excellencegateway.org.uk/page.aspx?o=workrooms-login 
	This is one of the best examples from the list here Extract from website “Welcome to the leading online service for everyone who works in the post-16 learning and skills sector in England. With quality improvement at its core, the Excellence Gateway offers you an unrivalled breadth of resources, support and advice, and opportunities to participate and share good practice.”
	live
	FE sector UK

	Australian Government
	Education Network Australia
	www.edna.edu.au/groups 
	This is one of the best examples from the list here. It shows how the Australian government has provided web 2 workspaces for educators
	live
	All educators AUS

	TES
	TES Connect
	http://www.tes.co.uk/ 
	Jobs, knowledge exchange
	live
	open to anyone

	IDeA funded by CLG
	Directors of education and social services community
	www.communities.idea.gov.uk  (ex-Ultralab staff involved in start up)
	Online community for Directors of Education an d social services 
	live
	Site open to A
all local govt. including educators 

	Mirandanet 
	Mirandanet
	http://www.mirandanet.ac.uk 
	Knowledge sharing, peer challenge and knowledge building
	live
	All educators

	UCET HEI Schools Research Network
	Universities Council for the Education of teachers 
	http://www.communities.idea.gov.uk/c/3232386/home.do?backlink=ref 
	Getting VFM from investment in education: building a new model for educational research through scaling up promising small scale research and providing findings based on nationally significant samples
	
	Closed to participating HEIs and schools

	Open university 
	Schommunity
	http://www.schome.ac.uk/ 


	An OU staff member started it. The website was very successful but it is now somewhat dormant but will be revived once the Vital he is working on is taking less of his time! – had over 75,000 contributions during it’s active period (2007-2008). Its focus is on the future of education. 


	Defunct
	unclear

	SEN community
	
	Details now lost
	Person running it retired
	defunct
	All educators

	Generic Network types with some specific examples



	Schools, Local authorities and regional broadband consortia
	Various urls– approx. 25,000 schools, 150 plus LAs with education responsibilities
	Not open to the public
	Provide web 2.0 for teachers and LA staff. Some schools now include the local community.
	live
	Closed – open to educators in schools and LAs and HEIs and community members in some cases.

	HEIs and teacher training groups
	Various – around 90 -100 providers in addition to the LAs.
	Most are not open to the public but see Keele http://education.ning.com/
And Middlesex and the NE London partnership http://www.midwheb.org.uk/page.php?3  (ex-Ultralab staff involved) This is a major network in NE London (25 years) at risk of being broken up through TDA allocation of MTL contracts excluding this network.
	Provide web 2.0 whilst people are on courses eg trainee teachers
	live
	Private for certain user groups eg school staff and trainee teachers on courses.

	Subject associations
	Around 25 or so – various urls
	Examples: PE www.pezone.co.uk
Geography  http://geographical.ning.com/ 

See also Staffordshire Geography Ning http://www.learningnet.co.uk/ubb/Forum5/HTML/018484.html see also examination board Ning environments below. Many subject associations use email only for communications.
	Supporting professional networking and knowledge management in specific subjects
	live
	subscribers

	IDeA
	Miscellaneous – 1000 communities to choose from
	Narrowing the Gap communities, gypsy and traveler network and so on
	Supporting professional networking and knowledge management across local government
	live
	All local govt. including educators

	Examination boards – an example
	EdExcel Ning and ask the expert
	http://edexcelbgeog.ning.com/ 

http://www.edexcel.com/Aboutus/contact-us/ask-expert/Pages/home.aspx 
	Professional networking and advice on examination issues in geography
	live
	GCSE Geography teachers

	Examination boards – an example
	WJEC Ning
	http://wjecgeographygcse.ning.com/ 
	Professional networking and advice on examination issues in geography
	live
	GCSE Geography teachers


Notes: there are thousands of ’open’ online education communities using Ning, Moodle or Drupal software. It seems these can’t be linked up but there are  developer communities for this open source software so it may become possible to link up and cross-search such communities for projects, content and experts, and may even be possible now.

 Other defunct networks were known about but the details are now lost.
List 2: Examples of networks recommended by teachers which have limited functionality 
	Provider 
	Name
	URL
	Objective/Nature of Service 
	Status 
	User base (if known)

	Examination boards – an example
	Cambridge Assessment 


	www.cambridgeassessment.org.uk
	Open to all interested in assessment - a lively network with seminars and monthly round up newsletter
( University of Cambridge Local Examinations Syndicate, a department of the University of Cambridge.
	live
	All educators

	Examination boards
	EdExcel Ning and ask the expert
	http://edexcelbgeog.ning.com/ 

http://www.edexcel.com/Aboutus/contact-us/ask-expert/Pages/home.aspx 
	Professional networking and advice on examination issues
	live
	All educators

	Twitter
	Twitter Education Networks
	http://twitter.com/EdNetworks 

is #edchat day on Twitter.  Further details of this loose and fluid community which assembles once a week is at:

http://teacherbootcamp.edublogs.org/2009/07/30/what-is-edchat/ and 

http://edchat.pbworks.com/

	Teachers are using it to post questions to each other and share knowledge eg has anyone had this problem
	live
	All educators

	National Education Network
	National Education Network
	http://www.nen.gov.uk/ 
	links the 9 educational broadband consortia. Has ‘network’ in the name but does not provide UK wide social networking – the regional broadband consortia do this.
	live
	Regional broadband consortia

	UK home educators
	UK home educators
	http://www.thenuk.com/index.html 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Then_Uk/ 
	Use Yahoo groups apparently for knowledge sharing and building
	live
	Home educators

	Manchester university
	Enabling education network
	http://www.eenet.org.uk/networking/index.php 
	Links those interested in SEN - international
	live
	educators interested in SEn

	Caribbean Educators network
	Caribbean Educators network
	http://www.caribbeaneducatorsnetwork.com/
	Links those interested – international
	live
	All educators

	Escalate
	Escalate
	www.escalate.ac.uk 
	Knowledge sharing, peer challenge and knowledge building
	Live
	Teacher educators

	unclear
	EdTech RoundUp
	http://edtechroundup.wikispaces.com/ 


	Open network for educators
	Live
	Open to anyone

	unclear
	Personal learning network for educators 
	http://edupln.ning.com/ created
	Open network for educators
	live
	US based but used by UK educators

	LinkedIn – an example
	Lots of educators networks on Linked in 
	http://www.linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=2488024 
	ICT in Education Professionals group members on
	live
	Open to anyone

	unclear
	Hospital Schools group
	http://ypmnet.ning.com/
	Network those working in hospital schools
	live
	Open to anyone

	unclear
	Epals
	http://www.epals.com/
	E-penpals
	live
	Open to anyone

	unclear
	Getting better together
	http://www.gettingbettertogether.com/
	Network those working in hospital schools
	live
	Open to anyone


List 3 Requests for major networks  which emerged during this research and are likely to have the characteristics necessary for success ie they meet a genuine need  for ongoing collaboration across the education sector.

	Provider 
	Name
	URL
	Objective/Nature of Service 
	Status 
	User base (if known)

	DCSF -   Victoria White is the contact
	Interest in establishing a National Education Research network
	Waiting for provision of  national e-infrastructure
	Disseminate research and best practice; link DCSF schools research  team with research providers and users
	Concept stage only
	All educators, trainees, parents and pupils.

	National Association for SEN (Nasen) – Lorraine Petersen CEO is the contact
	Interest in establishing a SEN network with web 2.0 functionality
	Proposal put to DCSF SEN team in November/December 2010
	Share and build SEN knowledge
	Concept stage only
	Whole school workforce, trainees, parents and pupils.

	Council for Subject Associations (CfSA) David Jones is the contact
	Interest in establishing a subject associations network with web 2.0 functionality
	Ideas discussed for knowledge building network could be linked with UCET (Universities Council for the education of Teachers ie all HEI teacher training institutions)
	Sector wide knowledge sharing and building
	Concept stage only
	Whole school workforce, trainees, parents and pupils.
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