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Guidance on how to write a research proposal

Title

Author (ie your name)

Abstract

250 words MAXIMUM (to be used for ATAS if required)
Keywords 

Maximum 8

Proposed Supervisor(s)

Background Information/Literature Review

Ie what is known on this topic, what are the data gaps, what information leads you to the hypothesis you are proposing to test?

Aims and Objectives

Aims: What is the research question? what is the hypothesis you wish to test?
Objectives: What do you plan to find out? ie what piece(s) of information do you plan to generate and what will they tell us?
Approach/Methodology

How do you plan to do this? 

Primary/secondary information sources

If primary: what methods will you use (e g laboratory and /or field), and why. What are the pros and cons. What will be the limits on the knowledge you will generate from this approach?
What statistical methods may be available to assist your analysis and interpretation?

If secondary:

What information sources are available to you (peer-reviewed, ‘grey literature’, web-based, published, unpublished database)

Are there any issues with access (cost, authorisation)?

What are the limitations on the knowledge you will generate from this approach (is there likely to be any systematic error/bias arising from the type of information you will rely on)?

Research Plan

Briefly summarise project progression, provide some intermediate milestones

This may include a Gantt Chart for the three years leading to submission date.
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Risk Assessment and budget (brief)
Primary Sources (eg Lab/field work)
Secondary Sources
Budget: any significant resources that IfE does not have and how you plan to acquire them.
References

Peer reviewed literature, report, web site and any other sources of information
Maximum length for whole proposal, excluding title, author, abstract, supervisor and keywords, references and any figures: 1000-2000 words.
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