Mimi

My name is Mimi Ho. I was diagnosed with having a profound hearing impairment at the age of two. My strong desire to study abroad in the United Kingdom was because the UK has a world renowned education system and also seems to offer more opportunities for the education and development of people with disabilities.

I obtained my BSc Sport Sciences at Brunel University in 2008 and am currently completing my masters’ degree here. The main reason for choosing Brunel University to pursue my education was because the sport sciences department was renowned and is ranked highly in the UK.  

Apart from its academic reputation, the university has also demonstrated its dedication to support students with disabilities. I remember that prior to my arrival in September 2005, ‘Brunel International’ contacted me via email to find out more about my needs. Subsequently, the accommodation office allocated a room with a deaf alerter installed for me. 

The disability service also arranged appointments with a disability adviser to assess my academic needs. They provided note-takers and funded various other subsidies during my course. I met very kind teaching staff, a great personal tutor, note-takers, and disability advisers who have demonstrated their highly professional attitude in supporting my studies. I think, without their dedication, I would not have adapted so well or achieved so much in my university life.
The most difficult thing I encountered was perhaps that I could not clearly understand what the lecturers were talking about especially some abstract concepts. Fortunately, the university provided me with a note-taker. Certainly, without a note-taker, I would have missed a lot of information and would not have graduated with first class honours. In order to compensate for my hearing disability, I normally spent extra time and effort on preparing my studies and often revised for the lessons before and afterwards. My experience demonstrates that by setting objectives and planning well beforehand, it would not be difficult to overcome the obstacles to achieve what you want.

Throughout my time at Brunel, I have taken many opportunities to participate in various activities and volunteer work. It’s a really good way to gain valuable experiences. Apart from studying, I also enjoy my social life. I enjoy meeting with my friends and travelling around England. 

Conclusively, I can say that I have made the right choice to study abroad in the UK, where I have not only gained knowledge for me to become a professional sports scientist, but I have also developed my confidence and competence in managing my daily living independently, all of which are essential to meet the challenges in today’s ever-changing society.
