


Become a Brunel 

Alumni Mentor

The Brunel Professional Mentoring 

Programme has a very successful track 

record and we think our second and 

fi nal year undergraduates can benefi t 

from the additional insight a Brunel 

Alumni can deliver as a professional 

mentor. The Widening Participation 

programmes target mentees with little 

or no experience of higher education 

within their family, as well as students 

from ethnic minority backgrounds, 

students with disabilities and students 

who have lived in care. Brunel 

Professional Mentoring is in its seventh 

year and matched 60 students with 

mentors last year.

All mentors receive full training and 

a handbook of practical tips and 

guidance. If you can do any of these 

vital tasks, become an Alumni Mentor; 

it might be the extra investment a 

student needs to secure the right 

job. For more information and an 

application form visit www.brunel.

ac.uk/mentoring or contact Bertie Ross, 

Mentoring Co-ordinator:

Email bertie.ross@brunel.ac.uk

or call +44 (0)1895 265357

Affordable rates and 

superb facilities at the 

Lancaster Suite

The Lancaster Suite offers Bed 

and Breakfast accommodation in 

a convenient location on Brunel’s 

campus.

Rates per room:

Single occupancy: £54.00

Double occupancy: £69.00

Triple occupancy: £84.00

Rates include:

•	 Continental breakfast

•	 Car parking

•	 Spa facilities (spa pool, plunge pool, 

sauna and steam room)

•	 Freeview LCD TV

•	 Tea and coffee-making facilities

•	 Mini-fridge

•	 Hairdryer

•	 Internet point (Internet access is 

chargeable)

•	 24hr check in (via campus security 

between 10pm and 7am)

To make a reservation or for more 

information call +44 (0)1895 268001 or 

email lancaster-staff@brunel.ac.uk

Programme has a very successful track 

fi nal year undergraduates can benefi t 

Alumni can deliver as a professional 

mentor. The Widening Participation 

All it takes is a little 

application

A Brunel postgraduate degree is the 

obvious choice! Benefi ts include a 10% 

discount on the fi nal amount due (ie 

after any other discount) for graduates 

of the University who register for 

a taught or research postgraduate 

programme on a fully self-funding 

basis.

Postgraduate Open Days:

Wednesday 8 June 2011, 5pm-8pm

Wednesday 27 July 2011, 2pm-5pm

Hospitality Suite, Hamilton Centre, 

Uxbridge, UB8 3PH

Programme:

•	 Course forum with stands from 

each academic school;

•	 Tours of the campus and 

accommodation by current 

students;

•	 Seminars on postgraduate issues 

including fi nance and student life;

•	 Postgraduate Society 

representatives offering 

information on student life;

•	 Representatives from other areas 

including the Graduate School, 

Placement and Careers Centre and 

Brunel International.

To book your place, please visit 

www.brunel.ac.uk

For further information, email 

graduateschool@brunel.ac.uk

or call +44 (0)1895 265935

Alumni Mentor

AGENT Project
The Information Systems and 
Computing subject area has been 
awarded £60k of JISC funding to set up 
the Alumni Growth and Engagement 
across New Technologies project – 
AGENT, its aim is to sustain alumni 
engagement by supporting the ways 
that existing students connect with 
alumni and build mutually benefi cial 
relationships. The project will develop 
an e-mentoring service via social media 
sites (Facebook, LinkedIn and Twitter) 
where current undergraduates are 
mentored by an alumnus in relation to 
employability and career development. 
We would welcome alumni who would 
like to participate, particularly those 
with degrees in Information Systems, 
Computer Science, Mathematical 
Sciences and Business.

To fi nd out more please email 
jane-lisa.coughlan@brunel.ac.uk 
or call +44 (0)1895 265846

A Brunel postgraduate degree is the 

obvious choice! Benefi ts include a 10% 

discount on the fi nal amount due (ie 

after any other discount) for graduates 

of the University who register for 

a taught or research postgraduate 

Brunel Merchandise
Visit www.brunelleisurewear.com 
for branded clothing, and www.
evalondon.com/brunel for Brunel rings.
Original Brunel University scarves
We have received a request to provide 
a replacement Brunel scarf for one 
of our early Alumni. The fi rst Brunel 
scarves produced in the late 1960s were 
claret, light blue and purple in colour 
and the current SU exec are thinking 
about re-instating this old design. If 
you own one of these scarves please 
email alison.russell@brunel.ac.uk

All it takes is a little 
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Awards and Honours

Congratulations
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Prof Colin Aitchison
Former Head of Electrical Engineering

Member of the IET Board of Trustees.

Sir Robert Balchin
Pro-Chancellor of the University

Created a Peer – Lord Lingfield. The 
announcement was made by the Prime 
Minister who praised Sir Robert for his 
contribution to education.

Claire Bertschinger
MSc Medical Anthropology, 1997

Made a Dame (DBE) for her commitment 
to nursing and international humanitarian 
aid. Working as an International Red Cross 
nurse in Ethiopia during the 1984 famine, 
Claire was the central figure of a major 
BBC news report highlighting a plight that 
few people knew about. Bob Geldof was 
so moved by the report that he went on to 
organise the Band Aid charity recording, 
‘Do They Know it’s Christmas?’ and the 
subsequent Live Aid concerts, which 
collectively raised in excess of £150 million.

Professor Martin Buxton
Founder of Brunel’s Health Economics 
Research Group

Awarded a Lifetime Achievement Award 
for his contribution to creating better 
health outcomes for people around 
the world. The Donabedian Award was 
bestowed by the International Society 
for Pharmacoeconomics and Outcome 
Research.

Les Dawson
Systems Engineering, 1980

Awarded an OBE in recognition of his 
services to the energy and water industries 
as well as his extensive charity work for 
Wateraid. Formally MD of United Utilities.

Stuart Etherington
Government, 1977 and Honorary Graduate

Knighted for his services to the Third 
Sector. Stuart is currently Chief executive 
of the National Council for Voluntary 
Organisations.

Marlene JenaLouis
Social Work, 2006

Awarded Outstanding Social Worker 2010 
at the Social Worker of the Year Awards. 
Studying for the Professional Doctorate in 
Social Work at the Tavistock and Portman 
NHS Foundation Trust.

Professor Barry Jones
Former Brunel lecturer and Director 
of Brunel Centre for Manufacturing 
Metrology

Appointed Vice President of the Institute 
of Engineering and Technology (IET, 
formerly the IEE).

Helen Louise Thwaites 
London School of Occupational Therapy, 
1983

Rosalind Munday 
London School of Occupational Therapy, 
1985

Both awarded an MBE for services to 
healthcare. Worked on developing 
SMART (Sensory Modality Assessment and 
Rehabilitation Technique) - a clinical tool 
for the assessment and rehabilitation of 
people in low awareness states following 
severe brain injury - at the Royal Hospital 
for Neuro-disability.

Andrea Pisa
First year Design student

Awarded the first British Promotional 
Merchandise Association (BPMA) 3M 
Design Innovation Award. Andrea’s design 
safeguards personal belongings with 
a lock which takes two hands to open, 
thus deterring most pickpockets. The 
concept can be tailored to protect business 
computer bags, backpacks and shoulder 
bags.

Hope Powell
Sport Science and History 1990

Awarded the CBE for her services to the 
England Women’s National Football team. 
Hope is a fully qualified ‘A’ License coach 
and in 2003 became the first woman to 
achieve the UEFA Pro Licence - the highest 
coaching award available.

Mark Reily
Information Systems, 2010

Shortlisted for the British Graduate 
100 awards for achievements while at 
Brunel. Mark, who was nominated by his 
tutor Dr Simon Kent, beat 13,000 other 
graduates to become one of just 100 UK 
finalists – and one of only 10 in the IT and 
Computing category.

Dr Edwin Sawacha
Construction Management, 1983

Awarded an MBE for his work in social 
housing in north west London.

Ann Wild
Occupational Therapy, 2002 and Honorary 
Graduate

Awarded the OBE for services to the 
GB Wheelchair Basketball team. Ann 
competed in five Paralympic Games for her 
country, from Seoul 1988 to Beijing 2008.

Marlene JenaLouis

Ann Wild



Clover Barnett
MA Education, 1996

Instrumental in the establishment of a 
system for the design and development of a 
vast pool of competency-based instructional 
materials and learning resources, which are 
used in education and training institutions 
in Jamaica and the wider Caribbean region.

Steven Bartholemew
Politics and History, 1996

Head of Public Affairs at O2.

Simon Davis
Politics and Social History, 1995

Head of Corporate Responsibility at O2.

Graham Farrant
Environmental Pollution, 1987

CEO of Thurrock Council.

Eddie Franco
Maths, 1972

VP Global Benefi ts for Aon Corporation’s 
business unit Aon Consulting in New York 
state, USA.

Dr Yuning Fu
PhD Mechanical Engineering 1987

Chairman of China Merchant Bank.

Professor Abba Gumel
PhD Maths, 1994

Director of Institute of Industrial 
Mathematical Sciences, University of 
Manitoba.

Peter Hollick
Education, 1985

Chairman of Central Bedfordshire Council.

Chris Holland
Computer Science, 1993

Vice-President at Safenet Washington 
DC, managing teams that direct Safenet’s 
security business lines.

Business and Industry
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Professor Alison McConnell
Professor of Physiology and Sport Sciences

Awarded the 2010 Consumer Product 
Design of the Year for her POWERbreathe, 
an intelligent digital breathing training 
device which is used by many Olympic 
athletes and is prescribed in the NHS 
for breathlessness and other respiratory 
disorders.

Candice Morgan
Cross Cultural Psychology, 2006

Appointed Director of Advisory Services 
for the Catalyst Organisation, expanding 
opportunities for women in business.

Navraj Nandra
Microelectronics, 1991

Currently Director of Marketing, Analogue/
Mixed Signal IP for Synopsys in San 
Francisco.

Bulent Paksoy
MTech Production Engineering, 1974

Director of Paksoy, one of the largest 
Biodiesel production plants in Turkey 
making vegetable based fuel.

Dr Edward Pearce
PhD Biology, 1983

Appointed Chief Scientifi c Offi cer for the 
Trudeau Institute, Saranac Lake, New York 
state.

Professor Mark Pearce
Applied Physics, 1992

Professor of Astroparticle Physics at the 
Royal Institute of Technology (KTH) in 
Stockholm.

Paul Pickering
SEP, 1986

CEP Expansion, Shell Oil in Port Arthur, 
Texas.

Greg O’Connor-Read
English and History, 1996

Founder and editor at Music4Games Net in 
Las Vegas.

Gillian Swan
Design, 2005

Designing and making clocks for her own 
business, Oscar and Victor.

Robby Sur
Computer Science, 2005

Managing Director of Yukka which he 
founded whilst studying at Brunel 
www.yukka.co.uk



Sport

John Brierley
Former Sport Sciences lecturer

Head Coach/Manager for England Athletics 
at the 2010 Delhi Commonwealth Games.

Bob Chappell
Honorary Fellow

Team Manager, England U18 Basketball.

Ayana Cooper
MSc Sport Sciences, 2011

Lifestyle Manager with the West Indies 
Cricket Board.

Joey Duck
Sport Sciences, 2010

UK track athlete, appearing in the Nike 
Free trainers advert campaign on posters 
in Nike Town in New York and Rio, as 
well as in a television campaign featuring 
Maria Sharapova.

Arts

Joseph Holt and 
Jonathan Wharton
Creative Music Technology, 2006

Appeared in Sky’s ‘Must be the Music’ 
talent show in August 2010.

Other 
Congratulations

Ceylan (Jay) Sakallioglu
Communications and Media Studies, 2009

UBS Project Worker on One World Week, 
Freshers’ Fair and the FACE festival as well 
as taking part in a Raleigh expedition to 
Borneo.

Jeanne Socrates
MTech Numerical Analysis, 1970 and 
retired Maths lecturer

On her second attempt at a nonstop solo 
sail around the globe, the first having 
been abandoned due to repairs to 
‘Nereida’, her 38ft sailing craft. 
www.svnereida.com

Lucy Verasamy
Geography and Earth Sciences, 2001

Weather forecaster and environment 
correspondent for Daybreak on ITV.

General Election

Brunel MPs
•	 Jenny Chapman (Swift) (Psychology, 

1996) 
Labour – Darlington

•	 John Leech (Politics and Modern 
History, 1994) 
Liberal Democrats – Manchester 
Withington

•	 John McDonnell (Government, 1977) 
Labour – Hayes and Harlington

•	 Alec Shelbrooke (Mechanical 
Engineering, 1998) 
Conservative – Elmet and Rothwell in 
Leeds

•	 Shailesh Vara (Law, 1984) 
Conservative – North West 
Cambridgeshire 
Assistant Government Whip

•	 Malcolm Wicks (Honorary Graduate 
and former lecturer) 
Labour – Croydon North
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Professor Colin Bodsworth 
CEng FIMMM
Professor Colin Bodsworth, the first Head 
of Metallurgy and subsequently Dean of 
Technology and Vice-Principal at Brunel, 
died in July 2010 after a short illness.

Professor Bodsworth gained practical 
experience of metallurgy at United Steel 
Companies, interrupted by war service, 
before his formal education at Sheffield 
University. His first academic appointment 
was at Liverpool University, which was 
followed by a senior research post at 
Richard Thomas and Baldwins’ Laboratories.

Professor Bodsworth’s appointment in 1966 
as Head of the Department of Metallurgy 
at the newly established Brunel University 
allowed him to exploit his familiarity with 
both the academic and industrial worlds, 
to equip students for a career in industry. 
He went on to become Dean of Technology 
and then Vice-Principal. He remained active 
in research into iron and steel-making and 
took on a full teaching load.

Professor Bodsworth served on influential 
committees of the Iron and Steel Institute 
and the Metals Society and was external 
examiner at University College Cardiff, and 
to numerous PhD candidates elsewhere. 
He also authored well-respected books 
such as The Physical Chemistry of Iron and 
Steel Manufacture and The Extraction and 
Refining of Metals.

“Colin was a loyal mentor and friend. 
He is renowned internationally for his 
contributions to metallurgy but his 
preferred memorial would be the fine 
careers of graduates whose education he 
planned and directed. A man of integrity, 
he was regarded with affection by staff 
and students and displayed considerable 
courtesy for both. He led by example, 
setting high standards as a scientist and 
teacher. His criticism could be devastating 
but was always kindly offered and 
wonderfully helpful, tempered by sound, 
Yorkshire common sense. Colin was 
modest and radiated quiet competence in 
everything he did, and we deeply regret our 
loss.”

David Talbot CEng MIMMM and Brian Ralph 
CEng CSci FIMMM

Obituaries

Jock McKeon
Mathematics with Management 
Applications, 1994

Members of the University and Alumni were 
very saddened by the news that former 
Students’ Union President Mark ‘Jock’ McKeon 
had passed away suddenly in April 2010.

He served as both a non-sabbatical officer 
and in 1994 as UBS President in 1994, and 
oversaw the merger of Brunel and the West 
London Institute.

A tireless campaigner, he fought to protect 
the rights of final year students to stay on 
campus and encouraged and helped organise 
participation in demonstrations against the 
government’s proposed 30% cut in student 
grants. He also reminded students of the need 
to represent themselves in local issues such as 
elections, for the benefit of both themselves 
and the University. Not every issue was quite 
as serious; the RAG hit squad owed their 
continued existence to his sense of humour 
and another of his campaigning achievements.

After Brunel, Jock emigrated to Australia, 
where he renewed his interest in the Red 
Cross before joining the World Bank. 
Following the 2004 tsunami, Jock was 
posted to Banda Aceh, to ensure that 
worldwide donations were appropriately 
channelled.

Jock was living and working in Jakarta, 
Indonesia at the time of his death. A memorial 
was held at Brunel in August, attended by 
family, friends, fellow students and staff.

Brunel has set up a University prize in 
honour of Jock’s memory. The Jock McKeon 
Prize for Inspirational Leadership will be 
open to all students and fundraising has 
begun. If you would like details on how 
to make a donation please contact: lisa.
alderton@brunel.ac.uk

Lisa Alderton

“I met Jock within a few days of starting 
at Brunel in 1990. He was taking part 
in a water fight at the time, such light-
hearted behaviour being very much part 
of his character. What Jock just couldn’t 
accept was apathy. He would cajole and 
push people to get things changed. This 
may have been within the work-place or 
just getting people to accompany him to 
the gym! I believe the way to honour his 
memory is to have a lot of fun, to always 
look out for those who need help, and to 
follow your dreams. Dismiss apathy and 
make it happen!”

John Gray

Professor Kaiyan Kaikobad
Colleagues and students were saddened by 
the death of Brunel Law School Professor 
Kaiyan Kaikobad in July 2010.

After many years at Durham University, 
Professor Kaikobad joined Brunel in 2007. 
One of his major roles at Brunel was as 
Director of Research for the Law School. He 
also took on the roles of Marketing Director, 
Acting Head of School and Deputy Head of 
School (Operations).

Professor Kaikobad was a member of the 
Pakistan High Court Bar and the Hague 
Institute of Internationalisation of Law and 
was consultant to governmental bodies 
on various issues of international law. He 
was on the editorial board of two journals 
of international law and had broadcast 
extensively on radio, television and in the 
press on important international crises, 
including Afghanistan, Iraq, Iran and the 
Kashmir dispute.

Everyone at Brunel who knew and worked 
with him recall him as a great scholar, and 
a true and dependable friend: he was the 
embodiment of what it means to be a 
gentleman. He will be greatly missed.

Kaiyan’s family preferred no flowers to be 
sent to his funeral, but instead asked for 
donations to be made to the NSPCC. The 
Law School has also set up a tribute fund. 
If you would like to donate please visit 
www.nspcc.tributefunds.com/
KaiyanKaikobad.
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Nathaniel is a man of many talents and 
achievements, his most compelling 

trait being his dedication to helping young 
people rise above crime and make a positive 
difference in their own lives as well as in the 
lives of others in their community. In 2006 
he founded the company the Safety Box and 
has since grown the company from strength 
to strength with ambitions to reach schools 
worldwide. In 2007 he was the fi rst double 
award winner of the Enterprising Young Brits 
competition.

2008 saw him feature on the BBC’s The 
Last Millionaire TV series, which took 12 of 
Britain’s most successful young entrepreneurs 
and dropped them into six of the world’s 
most exciting and demanding cities, to 
make money from scratch in just fi ve days. 
Nathaniel was very successful and created 
a business in Egypt starting with only 30 
Egyptian pounds that by the end of the week 
had made a profi t of nearly 3,000 Egyptian 
pounds making him and his business partner 
the winners for that week.

And fi nally…
After 22 years working at Brunel, 18 of them in Alumni 
Relations, it is time for me to retire before I pass my 
sell-by date!  

Throughout this time, I have had the privilege of 
meeting so many of you – during your student days, 
at your graduation, and at alumni reunions and events. 

I never cease to be impressed by your personal 
achievements and by just how much you enhance 
the communities within which you work. May I wish 
all Brunelians continued success and happiness, and 
thank you all for making this the very best job in the 
University.

Sue Curley, Head of Alumni Relations

Brunel Alumnus of the Year 2011

About the Award
Each year we invite nominations from staff, graduates, students and members 
of the Brunel community to nominate a Brunel alumnus who has excelled.

The nominee must have studied at Brunel University or one of its associated 
colleges, and must have demonstrated one or a combination of the following 
achievements:

•	An	ongoing	commitment	to	the	University

•	Suitability	as	a	role	model	for	students	and	fellow	alumni

•	Success	in	their	professional	career

•	Signifi	cant	community	involvement	or	heroism.

Nominations and citations should be sent to: Head of Alumni Relations,
Brunel University, Uxbridge, UB8 3PH, to reach us by 30 September 2011.

Procedure

Calls for nominations are made through Brunel Link magazine, the Brunel 
Alumni website, IntraBrunel (the University intranet news pages) and through 
current Brunel student networks. All nominations must be made by 30 
September. The Award panel will make their decision by the end of October 
and the Alumnus of the Year will be presented with their Award at the degree 
ceremonies the following July.

We are delighted to announce 
that Nathaniel Peat (Mechanical 

Engineering, 2001) has been named 
the 2011 Brunel Alumnus of the Year.

In 2009 Nathaniel travelled to Jamaica along 
with 30 young people from the UK where 
he spoke at Jamaica’s fi rst Youth Diaspora 
conference. During his visit, he met the 
Prime Minister of Jamaica Bruce Golding, 
the Governor General and the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs and Trade, amongst other 
senior politicians and infl uential business 
people. As a result of his visit strong links 
were developed, and now the Government 
is interested in taking his business into 
Jamaica for 2012.

In 2010 Nathaniel represented Great Britain 
as a youth delegate for the G20 Toronto 
Young Entrepreneur’s Summit and was also 
featured in the under 40’s section of the 
2011 JP Morgan Black Power List of Britain’s 
most infl uential black people.

As a qualifi ed pilot, entrepreneur and 
academic his life continues to inspire many 
wishing to further themselves through 
higher education.

Last year’s winner, Peter Ward (pictured with the 
Vice-Chancellor, Professor Chris Jenks) received his 
Alumnus of the Year award during Graduation 2010.
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