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BRUNEL UNIVERSITY RESEARCH ETHICS COMMITTEE 

Minutes of the seventy-first meeting of the University Research Ethics Committee, held 27 
November 2014 

Present: David Anderson-Ford (Chair), Sheila Bannerman, John Barker, Malcolm 
Clarke, Joan Gandy, Richard Godfrey, Derek Healy, NACWO and Home 
Office Liaison Officer, Javaid Rehman, Natasha Slutskaya, Mary Liddell 
(Secretary) 

Visitors: Jim Benson, Kate Dunbar 

Apologies: Sue Broadhurst, Laurence Brooks, Andrew George, Peter Hobson, Kate 
Hone, Koen Matthys, Geoff Rodgers, Teresa Waller, Clare Williams, Jim 
Wood 

 
 Reserved 

(FOI) 
Release 
date 

592. Declarations of interest   

There were no declarations of interest. 

 Action:  

593. Minutes   

The minutes of the seventieth meeting held on 25 September 2014 were RECEIVED 
and ACCEPTED as a true record. 

 Action:  

594. Matters arising   

594.1. Review of external applications (585.1) 

Action on this item was pending. 

 Action: DA-F 

594.2. Electronic applications (585.2) 

A presentation was provided by Infonetica in October.  Based on the figures 
provided, it was estimated that the system would cost £20K for the entire 
University. 

The Chair noted that another presentation was scheduled for 15 December at 
1100 in ESGW room 103; any interested members were welcome to attend. 
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Consideration was being given to arranging a pilot of the system in one 
Department; this would cost approximately £7.5K for one year. 

The Chair pointed out that there were a number of Universities either using or 
piloting the system.  The Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research) was supportive in 
principle about the possibility of using it at Brunel. 

 Action:  

594.3. Standard operating procedures (585.3) 

The Health & Safety representative reported that the Accident, Incident or 
Dangerous Occurrence Report Form 
(https://intra.brunel.ac.uk/s/operations/hands/Pages/Accidents.aspx) had 
been modified to capture serious adverse events that might occur during the 
course of a research project. 

 Action:  

594.4. Transformational change programme (588) 

The Chair reported on a number of items related to TxP:  

 The Executive Board had reconsidered its decision regarding Institute-
based applications for research ethics approval, and these would now 
normally be dealt with by the CREC of the College of the Principal 
Investigator. 

If applications were made by individuals not part of a College, those 
applications would come directly to the UREC for review. 

 Drafting of standard operating procedures for the CRECs was almost 
complete.  These would be sent to members of the UREC for comment 
prior to being issued to the CRECs. 

 RSDO had been asked to verify that researchers who had successfully 
applied for external funding were, in fact, submitting applications for 
research ethics approval where those were required; and that those 
researchers applying for external funding were also submitting 
applications for approval in principle. 

 BEEC was presenting a Research Integrity workshop today, in which the 
Chair would take part, and BEEC would conduct these workshops on a 
regular basis.  The Chair reiterated that he was happy to provide 
guidance on research ethics to individual 
Colleges/Departments/Divisions when requested. 

 The composition of the UREC would be discussed at the January 
meeting, by which time Colleges should have their CRECs and operating 
systems up and running. 

 Action:  

https://intra.brunel.ac.uk/s/operations/hands/Pages/Accidents.aspx


3 

 

594.5. Central register of research projects (590.1) 

The Chair reported that work was in progress on moving this forward in 
concert with the Health & Safety Office, RSDO, and the Research Data 
Manager. 

 Action:  

594.6. ‘Research at Brunel’ intranet site (590.3) 

Action on this item was pending. 

 Action: DA-F 

595. Misconduct case A: research ethics options   

The Secretary to Council joined the meeting. 

The Chair notified the Committee that a student had submitted a dissertation which 
included data relating to human tissue use, but, in breach of University research 
ethics regulations, no application for research ethics approval had been submitted.  
The dissertation had currently been withdrawn from the assessment process. The 
UREC had been asked to consider what action would be necessary to allow the 
student to complete the evaluation of the dissertation and proceed to his viva. 

The Chair had been assured that the amount of data relating to human tissue was 
small, and that removal of those data would not invalidate the integrity of the 
research findings. 

The Committee was provided with a number of options to consider.  After detailed 
debate, the Committee AGREED that it was not within the purview of the Committee 
to recommend any particular option, as that was a matter to be decided between the 
student and his supervisor. 

The Committee AGREED that, in any event, the offending data was void for research 
ethics purposes and must be removed from the dissertation. 

The Secretary to Council departed the meeting. 

 Action:  

596. Report from the Human Tissue Act Compliance Sub-
Committee 

  

In the absence of the Chair of the Sub-Committee, the Health & Safety 
Representative reported that ongoing issues of compliance with the University’s 
human tissue licence were being investigated. 

 Action:  

597. Report from the Animal Research Ethics Sub-Committee   

The NACWO and Home Office Liaison Officer reported that the Sub-Committee had 
a new Chair.  It was also reported that no research on aquatic animals was currently 
being conducted, as the facility was undergoing refurbishment. 

 Action:  
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598. Security sensitive data storage   

The Chair reviewed the requirements for storage of security sensitive data.  He 
reported that the University now had a pilot storage system, and was waiting for a 
pilot project to test it. 

ListX accreditation was also being looked into. 

 Action:  

599. Conflict of interest declaration form   

The Chair introduced the Declaration of Interests form, which was published with the 
University Conflict and Declaration of Interest and Policy (Appendix 1 of the Code of 
Research Ethics 
(http://www.brunel.ac.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/384235/research-integrity-
code.pdf).  He explained that the form was to be completed annually, and a register 
of interests would be established. 

During the discussion, two points were raised: 

 Was it necessary for UREC members to fill out this form? 

 Was the form fit for purpose for UREC members? 

The Chair agreed to discuss this with the Secretary to Council and report back to the 
Committee. 

 Action: DA-F 

600. Meeting dates   

22 January 2015 
26 March 2015 
28 May 2015 
23 July 2015 

ML: 27/11/14 

  

http://www.brunel.ac.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/384235/research-integrity-code.pdf
http://www.brunel.ac.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/384235/research-integrity-code.pdf
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UNIVERSITY RESEARCH ETHICS COMMITTEE – NOVEMBER 2014 – ACTION SHEET 

Minute Item Action Action by 
594.1 Review of external 

applications 
Provide evidence of professional 
liability cover to externals 

DA-F 

594.6 ‘Research at Brunel’ 
intranet site 

Provide feedback to DVC (Research) DA-F 

599 Conflict of interest 
declaration form 

Discuss with Secretary to Council DA-F 

 


