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The Department of Education at Brunel University London
proudly presents Education Question Time.

In the traditional BBC ‘Question Time’ format, audience
members are invited to submit questions (by 20th March)
to be addressed by the specialist panel of education
experts relating to the current challenges facing
education and curriculum today - and the future!

Please join us for the debate - everyone is very welcome!
If you would like to submit a question, please complete the
link on Eventbrite.
The event will be followed by refreshments and networking.
Free parking available on campus.

Please reserve your complimentary ticket

(and questions!) at:
https://bruneleducationquestiontime.eventbrite.co.uk
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BA Education Placements

Expanding the ITE team

Helen Gourlay has recently joined | = '
Brunel University as a Lecturer in STEM Education,
and will be working with Dr Jane Essex as co-course
leader of the secondary PGCE. Her secondary sci-
ence specialism is physics. As well as working with
PGCE students she will be supervising students com-
pleting their masters in education. Helen is currently
completing her EdD, in which she is researching an
intervention to support beginning science teachers
using action learning. She is an active member of the
Institute of Physics, as well as the Association for
Science Education (ASE). She is co-chair of the ASE
Futures group, which is for all professionals involved
in science teachers’ professional learning.

Previously, Helen was a successful and innovative
physics teacher. She taught science and physics
across the secondary age range for 17 years in
schools in London and Hertfordshire. This included
working as a Head of Science in two schools. She
was a Lecturer in Science Education at King’s Col-
lege London from June 2010, where she led the
physics education aspect of teacher training and was
responsible for their School Direct and Teach First
courses. She was a Lecturer in Secondary Education
(Science) at the University of East Anglia from Janu-
ary 2014, where she had leadership responsibility for
quality assurance and School Direct.

Helen has a first degree in Natural Sciences and a
Masters in Science Education.

Recent publications:

Gourlay, H. (2017) ‘Learning about A level Physics
students’ understandings of particle physics using
concept mapping’ Physics Education 52
http://icpscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1361-
6552/52/1/014001/meta



http://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1361-6552/52/1/014001/meta
http://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1361-6552/52/1/014001/meta

Joining the Dots;
Further News on Partnership

Approaches

As you know we held a meeting in October
2016 to outline a potential model for the Bru-
nel University London ITE Partnership going
forward into the academic year 2017-2018
which sought to address our shared wish to
address the issues surrounding recruitment
and retention into the teaching profession.

The model we proposed aimed to im-
merse student teachers from the point of re-
cruitment events into a partnership 'hub’
where they would undertake both weekly en-
quiry based learning activities (lbased on the
core content of ITE and a package of profes-
sional learning activities we have designed)
and then undertake their two required block
placements in the 'hub’ with a view to poten-
tially being recruited by schools into that hub.
We also discussed ways in which our non QTS
BA Education students might represent a re-
source for you by undertaking their module
placements with you, possibly becoming
learning mentors for example to pupils.

Finally, we presented the other programmes
we offer here at Brunel for accredited profes-
sional learning, such as our MA Education and
EdDoc as a continuum of provision.

We asked partners interested in the 'hub’
model to come back to us after discussing this
with potential partners for establishing a 'hub’.

However, we understand that this has been
challenging for many of you with all the other
pressures on schools at this current moment in
time.

We are still looking to run a partnership 'hub’
model in the near future but we will now look
to do this initially on a smaller localised scale
with those who have expressed interest.

For information, we are also looking
currently as a priority at the structure
of the Brunel ITE programme with our
Partnership Management Group to en-
sure that we are able to effectively
manage the pressures on student
teachers to ensure they are retained
and recruited into the profession.

We are currently consulting with vari-
ous key partners on this, including oth-
er HEIs you may be working with, to
try and coordinate our plans. As soon
as we have further information on this,
we will let you know.

Thank you all for your initial interest in
the '"hub’ model. We still believe it has
a great deal of potential going forward
and will let you all know how things
work with those who are proceeding
with an adapted version of this.

Cathy Gower, Head of Department

Help needed
from schools
to test our
New School
Placement
Portal
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Our fabulous new Arc Technology sys-
tem is well into its development stage
and almost ready for testing. Part of
the system consists of a schools portal
where you can securely offer place-
ments, check the school details we
hold are current, read and sign the
Partnership Agreement and other im-
portant documents, view student
placement details, book events such as
Mentor Sessions and offer assistance
with PGCE programme input. You can
return to the portal whenever you like
and amend offers and track them
throughout the academic year. Thus
improving communications with us.

In order to ensure its suitability for
school use we now seek some of our
partnership schools to test this portal
for us.

If you would be interested please con-
tact Jan Jones (PDU manager) at:
janine.jones@brunel.ac.uk




Salters’ Institute
. FESTIVALS OF

‘H" CHEMISTRY

NEWS

We are delighted to announce that Salt-
ers’ Institute, a Chemistry education char-
ity, has asked us to host not one but two
Chemistry festivals in 2017.

These festivals are open to teams of pu-
pils in Key Stage 3 and involve hands-on
challenges in the university labs.

The second festival, on May 4th 2017, is
aimed specifically at pupils with addition-
al support needs.

The Festival on 2nd May 2017 is acom-
petition for teams of 4 Key Stage 3 pupils
and involves two hands-on competitions
and a fun lecture-demonstration. It may
suit some of your school’s most able chil-
dren but is accessible to all pupils who
attend a mainstream school. There is a
teachers’ session during the afternoon,
whilst students are supervised in a the
lab, at which teachers can learn about
developments in science education. The
afternoon will conclude with a lecture-
demonstration about chemicals which
glow in the dark.

The Special Festival on 4" May 2017 is
aimed at students working at Key Stage 3
level but for whom attendance at the regu-
lar festival might be difficult. Reasons for
this might include low literacy difficulties,
behaviour difficulties, the need of a school
to bring several staff out for a small group
of children. The days tends to be rather
more collaborative, although students still
work very hard to ensure success on the
challenges. Typical adjustments made at this
festival include flexibility over entry (schools
may bring up to two teams of up to six stu-
dents), modifying the worksheets for the
activities to reduce the literacy demand, en-
suring plenty of assistants are around to
help students and staff at all stages of the
day. We keep the day slightly shorter so
that the transport to and from school to
meet buses is easier too. The day will end
with a ‘flash-bang’ (though not too loud!)
demonstration about burning.

We very much look forward to welcoming
you and your students to one, or both, of
these events

Dr Jane Essex

jane.essex@brunel.ac.uk




The ‘Enhancing Mathematical Learning
through Talk at Key Stage 1’ project was led
by Professor Valsa Koshy, Dr Deborah Jones
and Dr Gwen Ineson from the university De-
partment of Education.

The project was funded by The Mayor of
London and the Department of Education,
aimed to develop two interacting strands of
expertise in teachers: (1) mathematical sub-
ject knowledge and (2) pedagogical exper-
tise of KS1 teachers through increased talk-
interaction in their classrooms. These aims
were achieved through the project team
offering sustained professional development
in both strands in parallel - each enriching
the other. Subject knowledge sessions were
designed for teachers to acquire useful prac-
tical knowledge in teaching mathematics.
The sessions encouraged thinking about
mathematical ideas in depth with a focus on
facts, skills and conceptual understanding,
and highlighting interrelationships and con-
nections between mathematical ideas.

“pupils’ confidence has improved, parents have
commented that the children have really enjoyed
maths and are really engaged (pupils who had
cried before about doing maths, now really enjoy
i).”

For more details and a wealth of resources,
see Website: www.TalkMathsTalk.co.uk

Talk Maths Talk

Enhancing Mathematical Learning Through Talk

Activities at the teachers’ own level
(which could be adapted for children) to
promote problem solving and reasoning
(useful for challenging children’s thinking
and a key component of the National Cur-
riculum) were also provided. The second
strand, developing the pedagogical ex-
pertise of KS1 teachers, focused on the
use of language and talk-in-interaction
about mathematical concepts.

Effectiveness of the first strand was car-
ried out by a pre-and post- project audit
and for the second strand pre- and post-
project observations teachers teaching
mathematics in KS1 were carried out.

A set of assessment tasks for the teachers
to use with their class was also devised.
Some non-project teachers also under-
took the assessment tasks with their clas-
ses, thereby providing the project with a
small control comparison group.

Professor Valsa Koshy

We're
penguins!

PicColLLAGE



http://www.TalkMathsTalk.co.uk

Brunel Partnership Maths Steering Group

Our meeting this term included discussion about maths lessons taught by the Shanghai
teachers who recently visited to model their approach to teaching maths. We discussed a
year five lesson on fractions and we were impressed by the focus on a very small aspect
within this, in this case non-unit fractions. We also found the consistent use of the same
sentence stem throughout the lesson fascinating. In this case it was:

“The whole is divided into ** equal parts, each part is ** of the whole.”

Our favourite activity was the challenge shown in the image below. Pupils were able to dis-
cuss this because the ‘whole’ had been varied throughout the lesson and therefore pupils
understood that the same fraction can represent different amounts.

Challenge1: Tom and Mary have some sweets
respectively.

2
I have eaten—
of my sweefts.

I have
eaten i_ of
my sweets.

Did they eat the same amount of sweets?
(Maybe you can draw a brief picture to
help you think.)

We also discussed a research project being undertaken at Brunel and several other universi-
ties in England, focusing on generalisations. Our student teachers are engaging in problems
to develop their awareness of the link between generalising and algebra. We draw their at-
tention to describing the pattern, leading to generalisations. We hope this will enable them
to feel confident about using activities such as this with their pupils, so please encourage

them to talk to you about this.
Matchstick squares — expressing generality
The matchstick squares problem, to the

right, was used in taught sessions and aIt— Work in threes: one will observe, making notes on proforma

hough this is a quadratic sequence and ra- S e

ther complicated for primary pupils, we ] I' ] l l I

agreed that without focusing on the ‘nt ] l . ﬂ [ { |

term, pupils may well be able to describe - I [

what the 10, 100t term would look like. [ R ﬂ [ l |
Continue

What can you count?
Can you see a pattern?
How does the pattern grow?

Can you generalise?

Brurai Uisiversity Londsn




However this image is taken from nrich and is

a simpler sequence.
P 9 Seven squares - nrich

The activity in this series of videos demon- [R5 Home  Butenty Yeachers @9 50 99 & |
strates how pupils might see this in different
ways.

If you are interested in being involved in this
group, please contact Gwen Ineson at

awen.ineson@brunel.ac.uk to find out more.

Seven Squares

Sage: Yamd 44 4

Our next meeting is at

Whitehall Infant School on Wednesday 14th
June 2017 between 4.15 and 5.45pm.

We will be discussing:

Research projects that Maths Enhancement
students have carried out in our Partnership Schools
Long term planning and incorporating progression
“Active maths” - presentation from James Cox

Dr Gwen Ineson

Developing children’s
creative thinking skills

The primary English team were
honoured that Professor Rob-
ert Fisher delivered the key

[ 0f
gocratic quesnons are

i : ion OF
note lecture on developing chil- 'Seek‘”gfor'nformatloci'
dren's creative thinking and I -Pff?b"”gforreas?ns'e -
language skills. .askingfhemea”'”gsmde* e
A _ , ( rnoving rom the concrete fo the conceptua
Professor Fisher has written ! concrele © ortical Conceptual/abstract

widely in the area of language
and creativity, and worked on
several international research
studies.

In his thought-provoking lec-
ture, he discussed educational
topics relating to:

what? ~ Why?  Bigidea?

Habits of intelligent behaviour

High expectations and clear
goals

Memory and brain
Socratic questioning

Deep language learning experi-
ences

Visible learning

Dr Geeta Ludhra said she was taught by Professor Fisher many years ago when she did her
teacher training programme. She was delighted that he could share his knowledge and wis-
dom to inspire current PGCE students.

Dr Geeta Ludhra


https://nrich.maths.org/2290
mailto:gwen.ineson@brunel.ac.uk

Occupational Therapy and Education Partnership
Local Interest Group, West of London

National Handuniting P

Promoting good practice
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-Name Writing

The primary English programme have devel-
oped close partnerships with Occupational
Therapy to support PGCE trainee teachers’

“Duration of tasks

gep?Ed (cnvs)
of
uring tasics S SPeN pausin

e Research on gendered differences and
children's later academic achievement

understanding of the handwriting process. Dr Opportunities to get involved in the
Geeta Ludhra (Primary English Coordinator) West London Handwriting Interest
invited Dr Mellissa Prunty, a qualified Occu- Group

pational Therapist, to share her research ex-
pertise on:

Strategies to support children’'s handwrit-
ing skills, particularly pupils with special
educational needs (e.g.: dyslexia)

Handwriting speed and coordination is-
sues

National Curriculum guidance on hand-
writing stages

The role of handwriting in the digital age
(Isit a dying art?)

e How technology and software can support

If you are a school-based colleague keen
to be part of our handwriting group, we
would love to hear from you.

Please email Dr Geeta Ludhra in the first
instance at:

geeta.ludhra@brunel.ac.uk and she will
add you to the interest group for future
partnership events.

Mellissa hosts seminars to spread and
share good handwriting practice at Brunel
University London.

Dr Geeta Ludhra

teachers' assessment of children’s handwrit-
ing skills



http://www.nha-handwriting.org.uk/
mailto:geeta.ludhra@brunel.ac.uk
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PGCE Primary & Secondary
School Placement Dates

The Developmental & Consolidation
School Experience (DSE/CSE) Phase
dates:

Week 4 - 15: Monday 20t February -
Friday 26t May2017

PGCE Alternative Settings
Placement Dates

Week 1: Tuesday 2nd May 2017 - Fri.
5th May 2017

Week 2: Monday 8th May 2017 - Fri.
12th May 2017

Week 3: Monday 15th May 2017 - Fri.
19th May 2017

Week 4: Monday 22nd May 2017 - Fri.
26th May 2017

Mentor Support and
Development Sessions

Secondary:
Wed. 26th April 2017, 2.00-5.00pm,

Brunel University London, Halsbury
building, Rm 204

Primary:

Wed. 19th April 2017, 2.30-4.30pm,
Brunel University London, Halsbury
building, Rm 204

(Each school should send at least one
member of staff to each applicable
session)

BA Education School Placements

Our BA students seek short placements
throughout their 3 year course to explore the
many facets of education settings from muse-
ums, libraries and Primary and Secondary
schools.

They often find it difficult to speak to the right
person at a school so from this year the Part-
nership Development Unit (PDU) is giving them
a helping hand by introducing them to schools.

So you may receive an email from one of these
students explaining the school experience they
would like. They do not need the formal men-
toring or assessment that a PGCE student re-
quires and there is little paperwork to com-
plete. They can be of assistance in numerous
ways and should explain if they have any par-
ticular talents that would be useful to you.

We have asked them to let us know when they
are contacting schools so that we can send you
an emailing endorsing their request.

If you are not keen for a BA student to contact
your school please let us know, otherwise we
will assume that students may at least ap-
proach you.

Jan Jones PDU Manager



http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiIjprT3vPPAhUKvRQKHTLBDc0QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartkid.com%2Fcalendar-date-cliparts%2F&bvm=bv.136593572,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNG04B7nj2A5YwTQ440vl4eTAz52BA&u

