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Learning Outcomes: 
• Introduce the benefits of near-peer learning
• Detail our aims and approach
• Share insight into different stakeholders 

experiences of near-peer learning
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Background

“Using emerging digital platforms, this project 
aims to enhance the student learning experience 
at Brunel by piloting the web based learning tool 
Connect LearnSmart in our current teaching as a 
complementary learning resource, and as a means 
to improve student engagement and attainment.” 

(Teach Brunel Project Application, 2016)
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Teach Brunel Project Timeline

2015-16 Connect 
on a trial basis 

2016-17 
Connect 

used by few 
students 

2017-18 Teach Brunel 
allowed Connect 

registration for all 
students (265)

Term 1: 
Setting 

assignments 
(before and 

after 
lecture)

Term 1: 
Checking 
student 

engageme
nt

Nov – Dec: 
Connect based 
tutorials and 

near peer 
learning
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Anatomy & Physiology

Level 1 Biomedical Sciences

Digital learning tool: Connect 

For the student: interactive activities, 
cadaver dissecting tool, adaptive 
learning
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Anatomy & Physiology

Level 1 Biomedical Sciences

Digital learning tool: Connect 

For the student: interactive activities, 
cadaver dissecting tool, adaptive 
learning

For the teacher: 

- embedded in BBL - set assignments 

- monitor engagement - email students
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Near-peer Teaching

Near-peer teaching is when students 
at a higher tier of study facilitate the 
learning of lower level students on the 
same course of study. 
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Benefits to 
student leader

• Develop/practice 
instructional skills 
(Evans & Cuffe, 
2009)

• Improve 
employability by 
demonstrating 
other ‘softer skills’ 
(Evans & Cuffe, 
2009)

• Reflect on learning 
through the 
planning of 
sessions.

Benefits to 
student learner

• Shared insight into 
learning experience -
leaders likely to 
understand issues 
students might face 
and can explain at an 
appropriate level.

• Comfortable/ ’safe’ 
atmosphere to ask 
questions

• Better at giving 
advice about student 
behaviour (Bulte et 
al., 2007)  

Benefits to 
tutor/ University

• Improved student 
experience. 
Potential to improve 
engagement and 
deeper learning 
(Jackson and Evans, 
2012)

• Solidifies classroom 
learning

• Supports alternative 
learning styles
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Our goals

 To make sure that level 1 
students knew how to use 
Connect

 To reinforce the importance of 
using Connect as a tool to do 
learning and revision

 To have all students engaging 
with the study topic and to 
encourage deeper learning

To enhance student experience
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What did you want to achieve?
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How we planned the session –
Preliminary work

Selected and approached level 3 students with previous 
experience of Connect

 Met with student-leaders to define goals of tutorials and 
possible structure/delivery of sessions

Left a certain degree of freedom to student-leaders
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How did you approach planning the session?
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Student-led sessions

16

• One hour session delivered 
six times in two weeks

• Pre-session task

• Students instructed to 
bring devices

• Used Connect in the 
session to complete group 
activities

• Facilitated by three 
student leaders

• Up to 50 students per 
session
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Framing the sessions 

 Introduced student leaders at each session 

 Gave a very brief intro to the tutorials

 Made clear that we were not going to interfere with the 
sessions, but were available next door
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Evaluation
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1. I found the tutorial useful and engaging
2. The student leaders were helpful and organised
3. Connect makes it easier to understand the basic concepts
4. I would like more activities like this tutorial in the course
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Student Experience of Sessions

It was a cool concept, 
short and sweet so as not 
to loose interest, but also 
limited time to do any 
useful work where I will 
retain info.

More tasks.
More activities. 
More detailed 
tutorials

Didn’t really learn much 
from other people’s 
presentations.
Smaller groups would be 
more helpful so all 
contribute to sessions.

Task was too 
simple for 
one hour.
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“This tutorial would have been more useful if we were

told to complete the assignment before attending.”
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What went well 

Presentation Title
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What were the main challenges?
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Praise for student leaders
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What do you think went well?
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Insight

Time commitment

Select and approach student leaders

Planning  

Delivery

Student-led sessions are not a 
substitute for our teaching sessions

Clear communication is essential

Would we do it again?

Good experience for us educators 
and mentors

 Choose students who are 
advocates (Connect, study topic)

 Trust student-teachers 

 Student-led sessions to reinforce 
our teaching

 Enhance student experience

 Promote student engagement
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Discussion:

1. Have you considered or used near-peer learning 
before?

2. Think of a scenario/learning opportunity where 
near-peer learning could be implemented in your 
teaching.

3. What challenges might you face?

29
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Questions?
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Contact Us

Dr Sabrina Tosi, 

Senior Lecturer, Division of Biosciences

Sabrina.tosi@brunel.ac.uk

Joanne McPhie,

Academic Liaison Librarian for Life Sciences

Joanne.mcphie@brunel.ac.uk
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