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Learning Outcomes:

. Introduce the benefits of near-peer learning

. Detail our aims and approach
. Share insight into different stakeholders

experiences of near-peer learning




Background

“Using emerging digital platforms, this project
aims to enhance the student learning experience
at Brunel by piloting the web based learning tool
Connect LearnSmart in our current teaching as a
complementary learning resource, and as a means
to improve student engagement and attainment.”

(Teach Brunel Project Application, 2016)



Teach Brunel Project Timeline

2015-16 Connect
WIERGEIEHS

2016-17
Connect
used by few
students
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Term 1:
Setting
assignments
(before and
after
lecture)

2017-18 Teach Brunel
allowed Connect
registration for all

students (265)

Nov - Dec:
Connect based
tutorials and

near peer
learning
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Graw
Hill

Education

Anatomy & Physiology
Level 1 Biomedical Sciences
Digital learning tool: Connect

For the student: interactive activities,
cadaver dissecting tool, adaptive
learning
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Mc @
Graw
Hill

Education

Anatomy & Physiology
Level 1 Biomedical Sciences
Digital learning tool: Connect

For the student: interactive activities,
cadaver dissecting tool adaptive
learning

List three functions of the ™ of the skin.

Check o/ that apply.
Anchoring the epidermis
Providing nutrients to the overtying tissues
Protecting the body from water loss

Providing sensory information

[ Rewd stout this
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Mc @

Graw
Hill
Education

Anatomy & Physiology
Level 1 Biomedical Sciences
Digital learning tool: Connect

For the student: interactive activities,

cadaver dissecting tool, adaptive
learning

For the teacher:
- embedded in BBL - set assignments

- monitor engagement - email students




at risk student report: BB1701 2017-18 (Tosi, Sabrina)

report created: 01/11/2018 09:48 AM GMT

breakdown by risk

how online engagement works

total students Connect looks for patterns of online student activity to determine the engagement level of
266 the student, including such events as the frequency of logins and assignment submission.
Other factors that may affect prediction include special events or manual grading.
W at risk 74 how to improve student performance
keep watch 75 The more you use Connect in your course, the more opportunities Connect has to
B o measure online engagement. By the second or third week of the term, Connect should

have enough data to track students that have low online engagement. Click the "send
message to student” button to convey your concem to the affected student(s).

online engagement indicator remediate
send message to student
und message to a'l‘.udl-rrt

undmtuntld&nt

nndmtnntldmt
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Near-peer Teaching

Near-peer teaching is when students
at a higher tier of study facilitate the
learning of lower level students on the
same course of study.




Benefits to

student leader

Develop/practice
instructional skills
(Evans & Cuffe,
2009)

Improve
employability by
demonstrating
other ‘softer skills’
(Evans & Cuffe,
2009)

Reflect on learning
through the
planning of
sessions.
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Benefits to

student learner

Shared insight into
learning experience -
leaders likely to
understand issues
students might face
and can explain at an
appropriate level.

Comfortable/ ’safe’
atmosphere to ask
guestions

Better at giving
advice about student
behaviour (Bulte et
al., 2007)

e Improved student

experience.
Potential to improve
engagement and
deeper learning
(Jackson and Evans,
2012)

e Solidifies classroom

learning

Supports alternative
learning styles




Our goals

studehts knew how to use
Connect

» To reinforce the importance of
using Connect as a tool to do
learning and revision

» To have all students engaging

: Wltb the s;ugy,toplc and to W
it 'éncourdge deéper Iear’mng "‘ R

' »To enhance student experle'nce
S

4 Yy



What did you want to achieve?




How we planned the session —
Preliminary work

»Selected and approached level 3 students with previous
experience of Connect

» Met with student-leaders to define goals of tutorials and
possible structure/delivery of sessions

» Left a certain degree of freedom to student-leaders
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How did you approach planning the session?
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Framing the sessions

> Introduced student leaders at each session
» Gave a very brief intro to the tutorials

» Made clear that we were not going to interfere with the
sessions, but were available next door
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Evaluation




BB1701 tutorial

Feedback form

1. | found the tutorial useful and engaging

Strongly agree Agree Neither agree | Disagree Strongly disagree
nor disagree
2. The student leaders were helpful and organised
Strongly agree Agree Neither agree | Disagree Strongly disagree

nor disagree

3. Connect makes it easier to understand the basic concepts

Strongly agree

Agree

Neither agree

nor disagree

Disagree

Strongly disagree

4. | would like more activities like this tutorial in the course

Strongly agree

Agree

Neither agree

nor disagree

Disagree

Strongly disagree

Please write any additional comment/feedback in the space below
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Total

160
140
120
100

NN

5,

N Agree
B Meither/DEzgree

5, k\ \

o HEE B

1. | found the tutorial useful and engaging

2. The student leaders were helpful and organised

3. Connect makes it easier to understand the basic concepts
4. 1 would like more activities like this tutorial in the course
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Total
160
140
120 |
100
0 B Agree
&0 |~ B Netther/Dsagree
q_ﬂ |-
0
0
1 2 3 4
Total K1 Total week 2
otal - wee
a0
%0 70 ¥
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70 o |
50 - = Agree
50 | u Agree 4 r
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1. | found the tutorial useful and engaging

2. The student leaders were helpful and organised

3. Connect makes it easier to understand the basic concepts
4. 1 would like more activities like this tutorial in the course
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Student Experience of Sessions

I didn’t learn anythingl
Qseless and & waste gf
time. Njce leaders
though, really njce and
€asy to talk to.

More tasks.
More activities.
Task was too More _detaﬂed
simple for tutorials

one hour.
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“This tutorial would have been more useful if we were

told to complete the assignment before attending.”

Brunel University London



What went well

Revision tople
were showwn to
help break dowin
revision mioyre

efficientl Y.

on Presentation Title



What were the main challenges?




Praise for student leaders




What do you think went well?




Insight

KGood experience for us educa’& @me commitment \

and mentors >Select and approach student leaders

> Choose students who are

_ »Planning
advocates (Connect, study topic)

»Delivery
> Trust student-teachers
»Student-led sessions are not a

» Student-led sessions to reinforce substitute for our teaching sessions

our teaching
> Clear communication is essential

» Enhance student experience
»Would we do it again?

Cromote student engagement/ K /
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Discussion:

1. Have you considered or used near-peer learning
before?

2. Think of a scenario/learning opportunity where
near-peer learning could be implemented in your

teaching.

3. What challenges might you face?
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Questions?
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Contact Us

Dr Sabrina Tosi,
Senior Lecturer, Division of Biosciences

Sabrina.tosi@brunel.ac.uk

Joanne McPhie,
Academic Liaison Librarian for Life Sciences

Joanne.mcphie@brunel.ac.uk
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