I have always had a fascination with science and technology and this has developed into my interest in physics, space, and flight. I want to continue this into a career that relies upon applied maths and physics, and incorporates solving problems related to these subjects. My interests have led me to participate in engineering challenges at * Grammar School, namely the * Challenge in which my team won the award for the best design, and the TLA (Three letter acronym) Engineering Challenge for which the team of four I was apart of won first prize and £1000 for the school¹s Design and Technology department. I was also involved in the * Green Power Challenge but could not continue with it after leaving * Grammar. As a part of these teams I feel I provided technical knowledge and was relied on to provide practical advice. 

At 15 as part of the school curriculum I had a work experience placement at * Ltd working as a member of the IT department. The fact that I got on well in this adult environment is shown by the fact that I was asked to come back and work again which I did at every opportunity during my holidays. Working in an IT department showed me a typical working environment and company structure an further developed my team working skills. It also taught me about providing a service to company employees as well as practical knowledge about PCs and the systems involved in keeping a company¹s computing network up and running.

I chose to leave * Grammar at the end of my GCSE’s because although I had enjoyed, I wanted a new start and new social surroundings, but also a new and more relaxed teaching environment that college could give me. Through out my GCSE’s I had found myself enjoying and understanding the more logical and technical subjects such as the sciences, maths and design & technology, and so decided to continue them on to A-level. 

Due to the distance involved in travelling from my house to * and back everyday I decided to live with my grandparents during the week, as they live very close to the college. Although this is only during the week and is with family it has taught me independence and I have had to learn how to organise my own time and work load, putting me in good stead for university. 

The technical knowledge I have developed by in working in IT support departments I have applied to setting up a network of computers and printers at home. I am very keen on iMacs and use Apple technology (iPod and iTrip) to provide sound systems and playlists for social events. 

I carried on maths physics and chemistry as my A-level subjects as I have a keen interest in all of them, especially physics which has always interested me. Recently I have been taking part in the Physics Olympiad Competition in which I have received a Merit Award and continued on to the next round. Doing physics at an advanced level has developed my interest and awareness of the physical world. 

Out of College I sail regularly and have gained several qualifications including RYA Advanced Sailing Red and White, RYA Day Skipper, and RYA Power Boating level 2. I am currently working towards a Dinghy Instructors qualification. I also have a keen interest in SCUBA Diving and help at my college SCUBA club whilst working toward gaining my Advanced Open Water Diver certificate.

