My comments are in <>:

<general point: this is quite a good personal statement, but after reading it I have no idea of which A level's you are taking! You have not mentioned these at all. This is hugely important. You go on at length (too much length) about your work experience, but say nothing about your A level courses, which bits you enjoyed etc. Since you are applying for academic study, rather than a job, this makes the statement very unbalanced ... it's almost as if you don't want to talk about academic study! This is strange, since your A level study should be a dominant feature of your life at the moment! You MUST add a paragraph, perhaps at the end, I think.

The English will read better if it is simplified and shortened; I have made quite a few edits below.>

I am committed to pursuing in Business Management and related topics at university. <Is this consistent with your choices? I once interview someone for a maths course whose personal statement said he wanted to read engineering!> I am fascinated by the variety of factors that impact on business performance and by the dynamics of people involved in organisations. My commitment has been influenced through my A Level studies and experience gained in the following three areas;

First, I gained a distinction award for Young Enterprise, where I was marketing director and sales manager providing leadership and innovative ideas for a successful company. 

Second, in 2002 I arranged work experience at ABC Marketing, a small marketing company which designs and promotes products on behalf of national companies. This, together with further work experience at DEF Ltd, was a valuable introduction into business life and the whole business spectrum. Third, since September 2002 I have undertaken paid employment at GHI, an independent bookshop, giving me further insight into management techniques, sales and customer relations.

I am a school prefect with responsibilities for PR and leading year 8 assemblies and mentoring younger pupils. I have demonstrated my ability to develop new relationships with people other than my immediate peers through my active involvement in the school 'Buddy System'. The training I have received has given me the ability to tackle different situations in a responsible and confident manner.  

I particularly enjoyed the service element of my bronze Duke of Edinburgh's award to this where I worked in a Red Cross shop and I was able to see business practice in action in the charitable sector. I also achieved a Sustainable Design Award for my innovative project choice for A Level Product Design, which is being supported by staff at Loughborough University. 

In the summer I went on an Insight course at Exeter University, where I stayed in student halls, attended lectures and social events. I thoroughly enjoyed the experience! We undertook many difficult team projects, which showed me the value of team work and decision making, something which I hope to carry through my whole career in business. Although I found some aspects of this week challenging I was often able to think beyond the familiar and prove my commitment and overall enthusiasm. This week has provided me with many transferable skills that I hope to develop at university.

During my summer holiday, I went on a three-week school expedition to Northern India that stretched me immensely. In particular, I learned the importance of relying on other people and of inclusive group dynamics that build on the particular talents of its members. I was given leadership roles which involved guiding the team successfully and safely through difficult situations such as negotiating transport and currency and managing the team budget. This was very challenging in a Third World country. 

I enjoy playing the saxophone <grade ?> in my church music group and pursing creative hobbies such as <give a picture of yourself as a rounded person here ... something cultural is needed such as Hardy's books? - be specific - everyone can say they enjoy reading!> and aerobics. 

<Now the important bit ...!>

Last, but not least, I have enjoyed many aspects of my A level courses. For <subject 1> I learned a great deal from my group work assignment on <something>, for <subject 2> I found the statistical analysis of my <frog sexing> data very satisfying since it brought out an association between <frog sex and water temperature> whilst for <subject 3> the synthesis of source material from textbooks, newspaper articles and the web resulted in a presentation to other class members that provoked much discussion. 

<You can see what I am looking for here. I want enthusiasm for academic study to show through in what you write, and I want evidence that you can cope with, and have an aptitude for, analytical thinking, synthesis of material from several sources, mathematical or statistical analysis and clear written and oral presentation. NB You can expect to be asked about what you write here in detail at an interview; take some examples along to produce if asked.>

I believe that I have much to offer and that I show dedication and tenacity to all that I undertake. I think that these are attributes that will prove useful at university and in my intended career as a <frog sexer - I am looking for evidence here that you have a well thought-out goal and not just applying to uni so you don't have to get a "proper job">.

