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1.

Submission and Preparation of Articles

The International Human Rights Law Review Editors invite submissions of innovative
and original manuscripts focusing on human rights law and policy issues. Manuscripts
for consideration may be sent by electronic mail as an email attachment (Word or Word
compatible) to Dr Manisuli Ssenyonjo, email: manisuli.ssenyonjo@brunel.ac.uk
Alternatively, a hard copy of the manuscript could be sent by post to the editorial offfĳices,
addressed to:
Dr Manisuli Ssenyonjo
Brunel Law School
Brunel University
Uxbridge, UB8 3PH
United Kingdom
Scripts and disks will not normally be returned unless special arrangements have been
made in advance. All submissions should be accompanied by an assurance that the article
has not been published, submitted, accepted or under consideration elsewhere. The journal
does not accept dual submissions.

2.

Manuscript Length and Other Requirements

Major articles should range normally between 10,000 and 15,000 words in length (including
abstract and footnotes) but shorter or longer articles may be considered. Articles for
consideration should make an important contribution to human rights, be original,
unpublished work and not under consideration for publication in another publication.
All manuscripts should follow the following guidelines:
–

–

–
–
–
–

The fĳirst page must give: title of the article, contributor names, and the full address
(including an email contact) of the author designated to receive proofs and other
correspondence, and total word count.
The name of the author(s) should appear at the beginning immediately under the title,
with an asterisked footnote giving the present academic or professional afffĳiliation
and any professional or personal involvement in the subject matter of the article,
and an address (including email) for contact by readers, together with any desired
acknowledgements.
A list of 5-6 key words.
Double space the text typed in point-size 12 with single spaced abstract and footnotes.
Include an abstract of no more than 150 words. Long abstracts may be edited for length
and style.
All manuscripts should include an introduction and a conclusion.
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–

Use 1 inch margins.
Place all citations in footnotes numbered consecutively through the article.
Use the Oxford Standard for the Citation of Legal Authorities, available at
http://www.law.ox.ac.uk/published/OSCOLA_4th_edn.pdf.
Pages should be in numbered sequence.
Use italics or quotes for emphasis very sparingly.
Spell out numbers less than 100, unless they are a percent (e.g. 76 percent)
Heavy footnoting is discouraged. Footnotes should be kept as brief as possible and
used primarily for reference purposes; explanatory notes are discouraged.
British spelling of English-language is used.

3.

Consideration of Manuscripts

–
–
–
–
–
–
–

Receipt of all manuscripts will be acknowledged immediately. The International Human
Rights Law Review is a peer-reviewed journal. All manuscripts received are evaluated by
our Editors-in-Chief or one other member of the Editorial Board and by two anonymous
external referees. After receiving comments from referees, notifĳication of acceptance,
rejection or need for revision will be given, normally, within eight weeks of receipt of
manuscript, although exceptions to this time frame may occur. Excellence is a necessary
condition for publication. The fĳinal decision on publication rests with the Editorial Board
after submissions are refereed on the basis of anonymity. Substantive changes proposed by
referees/editorial board will only be made in consultation with the author. Articles which
simply rehearse familiar and well-known human rights material should not be submitted.
Rejected papers will not be returned.

4.

Style Guide

The International Human Rights Law Review follows the Oxford Standard for the Citation of
Legal Authorities (OSCOLA) citation system for house style. Where in doubt, authors should
provide as full a citation as possible. Authors are advised to refer to the OSCOLA, available at
http://www.law.ox.ac.uk/published/OSCOLA_4th_edn.pdf.
The Journal encourages authors to refer to research material published not only in English
but also in other languages.
Quotations of more than about 30 words (unless in footnotes) should be indented from
the text without quotation marks. Single quotation marks should be used (with double
quotation marks for quotations within quotations).
Dates should be cited thus, 24 February 2012.
Footnotes: use ibid. for reference to the previous footnote and for subsequent references
‘Author’s surname, supra n A at B’.

5.
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Language Editing

Before submitting your manuscript you may wish to have it edited for language. This is
not a mandatory step, but may help to ensure that the academic content of your paper is
fully understood by journal editors and reviewers, particularly if English is not your fĳirst
language. Language editing does not guarantee that your manuscript will be accepted for
publication. In the case of accepted articles the Editors and the Publisher will work handson with contributors whose fĳirst language is not English and may, where necessary, help
facilitate translation or language correction.
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6.

Submission and Preparation of Recent Developments

Shorter comments (about 5,000 words) should analyse recent human rights developments
in the United Nations, International Court of Justice, International Criminal Court and
tribunals, regional human rights systems, as well as signifĳicant national and comparative
human rights developments. These should be sent as an e-mail attachment to the Recent
Developments Editors, Dr Olufemi Amao, Brunel Law School, Brunel University, Uxbridge,
UB8 3PH, email: Olufemi.Amao@brunel.ac.uk or Dr Nadine El-Enany, Brunel Law School,
Brunel University, Uxbridge, UB8 3PH, email: Nadine.El-Enany@brunel.ac.uk. The above
requirements for articles, including author’s identifĳication, apply to all recent developments.
Submissions should generally follow the journal’s style for articles.

7.

Submission and Preparation of Book Reviews

The International Human Rights Law Review publishes both short book reviews (500-600
words) and longer review essays (1,500-3,000 words). Reviews may cover more than one
publication if appropriate. If you are interested in reviewing a title, please contact the Book
Reviews Editor, Dr Rebeca Bates, email: Rebecca.bates@brunel.ac.uk, for a list of titles
that may be available for review. Please provide the following information: full names;
institutional afffĳiliation; language competency; a brief explanation of your experience in the
fĳield of human rights law. Book reviews should comply with the requirements as for articles
above (including author’s identifĳication and citation). The Editorial Board welcomes reviews
of both English and non-English language materials. Preference may be given to reviews of
newly published books on issues relevant to human rights.
Unsolicited reviews of 500-600 words will also be accepted on occasion.
If you are interested in having a title reviewed, please contact the Book Reviews Editor, with
information about the title in question. Alternatively, non-returnable titles may be mailed
directly to:
Dr Rebeca Bates, email: Rebecca.bates@brunel.ac.uk.
Human Rights Law Centre
Brunel Law School
Brunel University
Uxbridge
UB8 3PH
United Kingdom
Headings should follow journal style, for example:
M. Ssenyonjo, The African Regional Human Rights System (Leiden/Boston, Martinus Nijhofff
Publishers, 2012, xliv+583 pp., ISBN 978 9004 21814 7, Hardback €195.00).

8.
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Proofs and Offfprints

Authors will receive a PDF proof of their article by email and it is essential that a current
email address is supplied with all articles. Proofĳing instructions will accompany the PDF
fĳile but the proof should be checked immediately upon receipt and return as per covering
instructions. Only essential corrections should be made at this stage. Contributors shall be
responsible for the proofreading – within the period mentioned in the instructions accompanying the proofs – of their own contributions.
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9.

Copyright

The Publisher shall acquire publication rights to all material published in the Journal.
Manuscripts submitted will be expected to contain original work and should not have been
published in abridged or other form elsewhere. It is a condition of publication in the journal
that licence is assigned to Koninklijke Brill NV (Brill/the Publisher). In assigning copyright,
authors may use their own material in other publications provided that International
Human Rights Law Review is acknowledged as the original place of publication, and Brill is
notifĳied in writing and in advance and the necessary permission has been acquired.
Upon receipt of accepted manuscripts at Brill authors will be invited to complete a Consent
to Publish form as provided by the Publisher. It is understood that the contributors will
be responsible for obtaining permission to use copyright material such as quotations,
reproductions of data, illustrations and any other material which may be used in their
contributions and that consequently liability for breach of such copyright shall rest with the
contributors.
Please note that by submitting an article for publication to the International Human Rights
Law Review you confĳirm that you are the corresponding/submitting author and that the
Editors and the Publisher may retain your email address for the purpose of communicating
with you about the article. You agree to notify the Editors and the Publisher immediately if
your details change. If your article is accepted for publication the Editors or the Publisher
will contact you via email provided in your article. Please note that the Publisher does not
retain copies of rejected articles.
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