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Message from the Vice Chancellor

The University has continued its
transformation to provide our growing
student body with the facilities expected

of a 215t Century university. Nowhere is this
more evident than in the opening of the
new Isambard accommodation complex,
replacing Isambard Close which many of you
will remember extremely well. The modern
University is a state-of-the-art, sustainable
home to a population of nearly 17,000 staff
and students and a heavyweight contributor
to both the national and international
economy.

The year since the
last issue of Link
magazine has been
an exciting one for
Brunel.

F 2008 was of course the year of the Beijing
Olympic and Paralympic Games and | was
immensely proud that Brunel alumni came so
much to the fore in the success of Team GB.
Their dedication is a real inspiration and we

i are already looking forward to the University
playing a full part in the London Games of
2012.

Other Brunel alumni also played their part
in making 2008 a special year and | am
delighted to be able to share many of
their stories with you in this
issue. For me, meeting with
you and hearing about the
effect that the University
had on your lives, about
the friendships you
forged here and the
new directions study
helped you to take,
is one of the most
rewarding parts of the
job. 1 am continually
impressed by the
strength of the Brunel
alumni community and
the zest with which
you set about making
the world a better
place for us all. Your
skills are needed now
more than ever and
Brunel is committed to
providing all its students
with the best possible
education in the best
possible environment to meet
this need.

With your continued help and support,
Brunel will continue to thrive and stay true
to its mission to send talented, versatile
graduates into the world. This period is a
challenging time for the University sector, but
it is also one where support from graduates
can make a great difference. By supporting
the University, you are making an investment
in our shared future, a powerful idea which is
at the heart of the new Government scheme
to match donations to Higher Education
institutions with 50p to every £1 given. |

had the great pleasure of hosting the Prime
Minister at Brunel when this scheme was
announced and, now that it has officially
begun, | do hope that you will be able to join
us in making it successful.

On campus, the end of 2008 saw the much
anticipated announcement of the results

of the Research Assessment Exercise (RAE).
This exercise to measure the strength of
research in Higher Education will be used to
set the direction of research funding from
the Government in the coming years. | am
pleased to be able to report that Brunel has
taken a big leap forward in the exercise this
time, both in terms of the volume of research
entered and in its strength across the board.
It is no exaggeration to say that the 2008 RAE
marked Brunel’s emergence as a research-
intensive University of international standing.

With success in all these areas, Brunel is
definitely a University on the move. Your
contribution to this is invaluable — indeed,
you are the living exemplars of all the great
work that is undertaken here. Be proud of all
that has been achieved so far and be assured
that there is even more to come.

Professor Chris Jenks
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News and events on campus

Schools Minister
visits Brunel’s
Urban Scholars

In September, the Schools’ Minister

Lord Andrew Adonis (pictured right)
joined Brunel Able Children’s Education
(BACE) Centre Conference to celebrate
the success of its long-standing Urban
Scholars Programme. Also in attendance
was Sarah Brown, patron for SHINE
(Support and Help IN Education) and the
wife of Prime Minister Gordon Brown.

The Urban Scholars Programme, the
only one of its kind at a UK university,
aims to enhance academic achievement
and aspirations amongst socially-
disadvantaged 12-16 year old students
from the Greater London area, who
demonstrate unrealised potential. As well
as being given extra academic tuition,
students learn debating skills and critical
thinking and receive careers advice. 200
students have taken part to date and a
further 200 are currently participating,
with a new cohort having recently
entered the programme.

e

Sarah Brown

In her speech to the conference, Sarah
Brown commended the Programme as
"an exemplar of what can be achieved
with commitment, funding and unity of
purpose”, and highlighted its wider social
implications: “The students who have
completed this programme themselves
report a change in their attitudes and
behaviour and intuitively we sense that
releasing the submerged talent in society
is one part of the solution to complex
issues such as knife crime and alienation
amongst our young people.” Three
teenagers from Lambeth in South London
presented their research on gun and
knife crime in their local area, describing
how the Urban Scholars programme has
given them the strength to make a stand
against gang culture.

Lord Adonis and three current Urban Scholars

The Vice-Chancellor, Professor Chris
Jenks, praised the social ambitions of the
project: “Through Urban Scholars we are
raising the aspirations and achievements
of young students, steering them towards
a university education and enhanced life
chances. We have risen to the challenge
of how to tackle some of society’s most
difficult questions — how to engage
socially disadvantaged children and make
a real difference to their lives.”

www.brunel.ac.uk/research/centres/bace
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Heinz Wolff celebrates 80th
landmark with a bang!
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Brunel’s Emeritus Professor Heinz Wolff
marked his 80th birthday in April with
a special ‘fun-raising’ event on campus,
attended by Britain’s first astronaut

Helen Sharman and over 250 of Professor

Wolff’s family, friends and associates.

The event also celebrated the 25th
anniversary of the Brunel Institute for
Bioengineering (BIB) which Professor
Wolff founded in 1983, and the day
began with a conference on BIB’s history,
current research projects and future
plans.

The evening’s 1940s-themed ‘black and
white’ reception, inspired by Professor
Wolff's barcode research, featured a
keynote speech by Helen Sharman focussing
on the Juno space programme and the
interest it sparked in British space science for
the young generation of the time. She also
recounted personal anecdotes about Heinz.

The event concluded with a public fireworks
display in the Crank Gardens, where
Professor Wolff made a spectacular entrance
on a jet-propelled motorcycle, replete with
flames shooting from the exhaust.

www.brunel.ac.uk/about/acad/bib



Disability
and Dyslexia
Service wins

Brunel makes
strides in
league tables

Brunel’s positions in all the
major league tables this year
show sustained improvement
both in overall rankings and
in a variety of individual
subjects and key areas.

Times Higher
Award

In October, Brunel won the Outstanding for students who feel isolated or have

Support for Disabled Students award

at the Times Higher Education Awards
2008. This marvellous achievement makes
a major statement about the quality of

had difficulty making connections outside
their course. In the last academic year, 19
students have attended.

Brunel's overall position in
the 2009 Complete University
Guide, printed in The
Independent newspaper, has

Vice-Chancellor Professor Chris Jenks
welcomed the accolade: “I am absolutely
delighted that the University has won
this award and | offer my congratulations
to the Disability and Dyslexia Service,
who have worked tremendously hard
over the last few years. This is yet
another demonstration of our ongoing
commitment to improving the student
experience at Brunel, and is a reflection
of two of the core values of our Strategic
Plan - those of inclusivity and of fostering
a strong and welcoming sense of
community.”

Brunel’s services for disabled students. increased by an impressive

11 places to number 41

out of 113 institutions. The
University also made great
headway in 2008’s National
Student Survey (NSS), with a
huge jump up 20 positions in
the overall national rankings.

Brunel’s submission focused on the
Disability and Dyslexia Service's creation
of two support groups for students with
mental health and specific learning
difficulties. The groups’ weekly meetings
allow students the opportunity to meet
others, share their experiences, seek advice
and build support networks. Talking
through their experiences enables those
who have recently been diagnosed with
a disability to learn from those who have
already developed coping strategies. The
sessions have proved especially valuable

Design was ranked in the top
two in all the major league
tables, and it was particularly
pleasing that, according to
the NSS, English-based studies

and Design at Brunel have,
on average, the second most
satisfied body of students of
all UK universities.
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West London Assessment Centre
gains crucial accreditation

The West London Assessment Centre
(WLACQ), a vital resource for students
managed by Brunel’s Disability and
Dyslexia Service, has been awarded its
accreditation certificate after undergoing
an intensive three-day audit by the
national Quality Assurance Group in June.

In the Sunday Times Good
University Guide, Brunel rose
three places in the rankings
for the highest graduate
starting salaries to 15th place.
Brunel graduates have an
average salary of £21,672,
almost £3,000 more than the
national average.

and specialist equipment training to
disabled students from any university who
have applied for the Disabled Students’
Allowance (DSA). The University's already
high reputation for services for disabled
and dyslexic students has been further
enhanced by this accreditation and
demand for the services of the WLAC
continues to grow.

The Sunday Times gave the
University a particularly
positive write-up: “This west
London institution no longer
conforms to its old stereotype
as a place exclusively for
sporty types and scientists.

It still enjoys an excellent
reputation for both, but it
offers much more besides.

So good is it, in fact, that its
ranking in the [2008] National
Student Survey is surprising.
Students here must be a hard
lot to please.”

WLAC is a regional resource, which
offers formal needs assessments, advice
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Jamaican High Commissioner visits Brunel

In February, the Jamaican High Commissioner
His Excellency Burchell Whiteman visited the
School of Health Sciences and Social Care’s
flagship building, named after a great lady
with Caribbean roots, Mary Seacole.

His visit is the first in a series of events to
launch and celebrate a new Scholarship for
the School, to be called the Mary Seacole
Scholarship.
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Inspirational
graduates return
for Brunel
Entrepreneurs
Society launch

Three young Brunel graduates
who have achieved astonishing
success as entrepreneurs
returned in September to help
launch an exciting year of events
for Brunel'’s business-minded
students.

Economics and Business

Finance graduate Peter Ward,
co-founder of the online

travel community WAYN.com,
was joined by Business and
Management graduate Tope
Ajala, whose portfolio ranges
from a barber’s shop to a
student accommodation website.
Also present was engineering
graduate Nathaniel Peat, whose
Government-commended
Safety Box initiative encourages
young people to manage
conflict. Nathaniel recently
took part in the BBC's The Last
Millionaire, where he proved
his entrepreneurial talent by
setting up a successful venture
from scratch in Cairo! They
were joined by current Design
student Tanya Budd, whose
man overboard recovery system
Hypo Hoist has won numerous
accolades as well as commercial
success.

Brunel Entrepreneurs aims to
provide a solid foundation in
the development of students
by raising business awareness,
acumen and transferable skills,
empowering them with the
necessary tools to pursue both
entrepreneurial ventures and
chosen career pathways. The
society organises events and
workshops, provides resources,
and creates a forum for the
exchange of creative business
ideas.
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Spectacular new
accommodation
complex opened

Fay Weldon’s Brunel Spring
Lecture is a sellout

Renowned writer and Brunel Professor Fay Weldon
moved away from the traditional lecture structure
for her 2008 spring lecture, given to a packed
audience in April.

In conversation with Vice-Chancellor Chris Jenks,

she talked about how she came to be a writer, her
days in television and her views on feminism and
equality in today’s society. She praised the students
she teaches on the MA Creative Writing programme,
saying that their “aptitude is extraordinary, and
their desire to learn is amazing”.

Professor Weldon has more than 50 publication
credits to her name, and was shortlisted for the
Booker Prize in 1979. She was awarded a CBE for
Services to Literature in 2003.

In January 2009, the Chancellor Lord Wakeham declared the Isambard Complex officially
open. The 17 halls, comprising en suite rooms and studio flats, have accommodated
undergraduate and postgraduate students since September 2008, and eight halls are
named in honour of former staff members Michael Bevis, Stephen Bragg, Maurice
Kogan, David Neave, George Shipp, Trevor Slater, Syd Urry and Brian Winstanley.
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Health Sciences celebrate 60

years of the NHS

HEALTH SCIENCES
AND SOCIAL CARE

Professor Heinz Wolff was the keynote speaker in June when
alumni and local health professionals joined Brunel staff to
celebrate the 60th anniversary of the National Health Service.

Professor Wolff quoted at length from the Beveridge report,
outlining the purpose of the NHS, after which Professor
Lorraine de Souza, Head of the School of Health Sciences and
Social Care, led a tour around the Mary Seacole building.
Researchers were also available to discuss their current

projects with guests.

www.brunel.ac.uk/research




Lynne Franks gives
HSBC lecture

Entrepreneur, PR and marketing
strategist, author and lifestyle guru
Lynne Franks delivered the 23rd HSBC
Bank Lecture to a packed house in
November.

As a businesswoman and founder of
the SEED empowerment programmes
for women, Ms Franks regularly
contributes to or is featured in the UK
and international media. Addressing the
subject of “What's next and how to get
there — sustainable futures and the art
of creative leadership”, she spoke about
creating a positive future, with a new
kind of leadership centred on personal
values, community and connection.

© © ¢ 0 00 0000000000000 000000000 000000000000 0000000000000 0 o

Professional appreciation and alumni
support for mentoring scheme

As well as the National Mentoring
Consortium (NMC) scheme expanding
to include students with disabilities,
the Brunel Professional Mentoring
Programme for Widening Participation
students has enjoyed great success this
year.

Brunel’s programmes match second and
final year undergraduates to professional
employers who mentor them through an
academic year. Meeting monthly at their
place of work, mentors help students
with interview techniques, setting career
goals and selling their skills to employers.
This enables students to approach
employers in a professional manner,
builds their confidence and eases the

transition to graduate-level employment.
Each year over 40 students are involved in
the programmes.

One Brunel alumnus and mentor
recently assisted his mentee to gain a
work placement at a global financial
services firm: “he prepared me for
what | should expect from interviews,
online applications and assessment days,
and also assisted me with my written
applications and CV. He was always
there to support me and gave me the
encouragement and belief that | could
get a job at a top investment bank”.

If you are interested in mentoring a
Brunel student, please email beverley.
crooks@brunel.ac.uk.

New
Director of
Corporate
Relations
appointed

The New Year saw the appointment of
Andrew Ward as Director of Corporate
Relations, to co-ordinate and develop
Brunel’s links with business partners.

Andrew commented on how his

role complements the University’s
commitment to excellence in research
and teaching: “The University's
engagement with employers goes

to the heart of its ambitions to be

a world-class research institution
that, through excellent teaching and
learning facilities, equips our students
to be global citizens.”

Andrew is keen to meet with
employers of all sectors and sizes, to
learn about your organisation, tell
you about Brunel and explore how we
might work together. Get in touch by
email at andrew.ward@brunel.ac.uk,
or by phone on +44 (0)1895 267698.
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Brunel creative
writing students
make waves on
BBC iTunes

Two short stories by Brunel creative
writing students were chosen for
publication last year in BBC New
Writing, a range of titles from BBC
Audiobooks which represent the best
debut fiction each quarter.

Hyperpsychoreality Syndrome, by
third year BA Creative Writing student
Wayne Holloway-Smith, was hugely
successful, shooting to the top of the
iTunes fiction chart. His work also
reached number 10 in the overall
audiobook rankings, amongst stars
such as Ricky Gervais, The Mighty
Boosh and Flight of the Conchords.

Flaws by Yvonne Moxley, who recently
completed her MA in Creative Writing:
The Novel, was also selected, and
Wayne and Yvonne's stories were two
of just six chosen for publication, out
of submissions from students around
the country.
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Memories from
Shoreditch
College

Charles E. Woodin (Shoreditch
College, 1955-57) recalls the
Barnes rail crash of 1955 in which
13 people were killed, including
some Brunel students.

“In December 1955, | was one of
a group of Shoreditch students
returning by train from a night
out in London.

Approaching Barnes Station, our
carriage shook — all was noise

and confusion as the carriage
rose in the air and the lights went
out. Suddenly, the overturned
carriages burst into flame and we
all jumped out as best we could.
One of our students was seen
pulling open doors to make sure
everyone was out, while another,
one of our rugby players with his
leg already in plaster, managed to
heave himself through one of the
open doors, his hands and arms
burned.

We were able to retrieve our
belongings from the station some
days later. It was a sad sight to
see so many personal items all
laid out, with some Shoreditch
College scarves amongst them.

Eventually we walked back to
College, arriving at 3am to the
relief of Matron who had stayed
up all night counting us in and
welcoming us with tea. | cannot
recall the names of those who
perished from the College that
night — | remember that they
were in the main older students
with families back in Mauritius.
What a privilege life is - | hope
that we have lived up to it so far.”
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Maria Grey
memorabilia

These uniform items have been kindly
donated by Pamela Ellis (née Tilney), who
graduated from Maria Grey in 1954. Upon
leaving, Pam moved into infant teaching in
Plymouth, then went to Zambia as a lecturer
with the London Missionary Society (now

the Council for World Mission). She returned
to the UK after eight years and continued
primary teaching. Now retired, Pam lives in
Devon and is a Reader in the Anglican Church.

Reunions

Maria Grey College Reunion — Alumni 1959-1962
Margaret Coleman is planning a 50th anniversary reunion. For more details,
email davidcolem@aol.com quoting Maria Grey in the subject line.

Maria Grey College Reunion — Alumni 1966-1969
Ann March (née Preece) is organising an event in early summer.
Contact her at anne.march@btinternet.com for more information.

Borough Road, West London Institute and Brunel Alumni Sports Dinner
Alistair Newman (History and PE, 1980) has organised an Alumni Sports Dinner
at Brunel University, on Saturday 3 October 2009 at 7pm. Guests of honour
will include John Hunter and Kevin Bowring. For further details, please
contact Alistair at alistairnewman@tiscali.co.uk or on +44 (0)7989317025.




Graduation 2008

It was smiles all round this year at
Brunel’s graduation days, as the eight
ceremonies lived up to the expectations
of some 12,000 visiting graduates, their
families and friends.

Even the weather, cool and cloudy at
times, could not dampen the mood. The
infectious celebratory atmosphere found
its way across the entire campus, since
the whole University could watch the
presentations thanks to live streaming via
the intranet.

Honorary Graduates

This year, the University recognised many
individuals with long-held connections
to Brunel, making the conferment of the
honorary degrees a high point of the
ceremonies.

Claire Bertschinger
International Red Cross nurse and aid
worker, and Brunel graduate

As an International Red Cross nurse
during the famine of 1984, Claire
Bertschinger was interviewed by Michael
Buerk for a BBC news report about

the plight of Ethiopian children. Claire
managed two feeding centres that could
take only 60 or 70 children at a time, and
the distressing report inspired Bob Geldof
to establish Band Aid and to release the
famous charity single ‘Do they know it’s
Christmas?’. The worldwide and hugely
effective Live Aid concert followed the
next year.

Claire now holds two degrees from
Brunel, having graduated with an MSc in
Medical Anthropology in 1997. Talking

at Tuesday’s ceremony,
she reflected on the
unexpected impact of her
experiences: "l was in Ethiopia 20 years
ago - who would have thought that
my cry for help would be acted upon?”
She also revealed that because she has
dyslexia, she had suffered educationally
as a child: “I wanted to show that

an ordinary person can overcome
educational difficulties and hardship, and
still make a difference to this planet.”

Sir Roger Bannister
Athlete and distinguished neurologist

Despite his distinguished careers in
academia and medicine, Sir Roger
Bannister remains best known and loved
as the first person ever to run a mile in
under four minutes. He also held the
British record in the 1500m, set in the
final of the Helsinki Olympic Games in
1952.

Although his athletics career spanned

a number of years, he retired young

to concentrate on his work as a junior
doctor and to carve out a successful
career in neurology. Later, in 1985, he
took up the post of Master of Pembroke
College, Oxford, and finally retired in
2001.

At Friday's ceremony, Sir Roger was
given a rapturous reception from the
audience, following Linda Thomas’
glowing citation, which described him as
having “led a whole nation through the
physiological and psychological barrier
of the four minute mile, earning an
unparalleled place in its hearts.”

John Michael Sheasby

Former member of Brunel University
Council and Chair of the Audit
Committee

Michael Sterling
Former Vice-Chancellor of Brunel
University

Janet Thornton CBE
Leading researcher in structural
bioinformatics

Steven Hodkinson
Former Pro-Vice-Chancellor of Brunel
University

Honorary Fellows

The ninth annual reception for
Honorary Fellows welcomed

nine individuals who have given
exceptional service to Brunel
either as employees or through an
established relationship with the
University. This year’s new fellows
are:

Alan Bennett
Ann Cater
Robert Chappell
Kitty Chisholm
Angela Duncan
Clive Hamilton*
Diane Paul

David Routledge
Stephen Williams

*posthumous award

Brunel Link 09| 9



Research Upd ate www.brunel.ac.uk/research

Brunel recognised as a
research-intensive university

Vo,

In December, the University was firmly established as Several individual subject areas returned outstanding results.
both a research-intensive university and a university of We are in the UK top 10 for market share (representing
international standing, following the publication of the Grade Point Average multiplied by the number of staff
Research Assessment Exercise (RAE) 2008 results. submissions) in General Engineering, Health Services
Research, Library and Information Management, Mechanical
Engineering and Sports-related Studies. We are also in

the UK top 10 for Grade Point Average in Health Services
Research, Library and Information Management and Sports-
related Studies. Moreover, 100% of General Engineering
academics achieved international standing in their research.

As anticipated, Brunel achieved its strongest performance to
date, with significant improvements particularly in terms of
the number of participating staff, a sector-leading proportion
of submissions by Early Career Researchers (those in the first
three years of their academic career), and the percentage of
research judged to be either world class or of international
standard (82%). Brunel is now in the top quarter for Research Overall, the results represent a great stride forward in the
Power, representing research quality relative to the number of  University's commitment to joining the best of the research-
submissions. intensive UK universities.

Brunel researchers attend the start-up of the Large Hadron Collider

Autumn saw international news coverage of the first proton
beams to circulate in the long-awaited Large Hadron Collider
(LHC) at CERN, Geneva.

Brunel University has been involved since 1992 in the design,
construction and commissioning of one of the four enormous
particle detectors that sit around the LHC accelerator “ring”.
It was therefore fitting that three members of Professor Peter
Hobson'’s Particle Physics Group went out to CERN during the
week that the first proton beams were scheduled to circulate.

Pictured (left-to-right) are Dr Ivan Reid, Dr Dawn Leslie and
Dr Matt Barratt in the control room, just after midnight on
17 September. Other Brunel staff involved in the project are
Dr Akram Khan, Dr Paul Kyberd, Chris Selby and Dr Liliana
Teodorescu.

10 | Brunel Link 09




Music and exercise performance link
put into practice at half-marathon

Research by Dr Costas Karageorghis, Reader in Sport Psychology, has revealed
that carefully selected music can significantly increase a person’s physical
endurance and make the experience of cardiovascular exercise far more positive.

The findings show that music which has been
carefully selected according to scientific
principles, such as tracks by Queen, the Red
Hot Chili Peppers and Madonna, can enhance
endurance by 15%. Dr Karageorghis’ research
was put into action at the Sony Ericsson Run
To The Beat half-marathon at Greenwich

in October, for which he selected and
coordinated the music to accompany 12,500
runners.

Dr Karageorghis' findings open up the
possibility that music can be used to improve
compliance to exercise, helping people to
achieve their health and fitness goals.
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Multi-million-pound top-up for MATCH

The Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council (EPSRC) has confirmed that it
will renew its funding of the Multidisciplinary Assessment of Technology Centre for
Healthcare (MATCH), awarding an additional £6.9 million for a further five years, to
October 2013.

MATCH is EPSRC's Innovative Manufacturing Research Centre for the Assessment of
Medical Device Technologies, a collaborative venture between leading UK universities
in the field of healthcare technology assessment and a cohort of industrial partners.
Brunel'’s Professor Terry Young, from the School of Information Systems, Computing
and Mathematics, is the principal investigator. The Centre’s vision is to transform the
medical devices sector, by cutting the time and cost of the process from concept to
continuous investment in the market.
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Brunel research reveals what makes the
human body attractive

A study by Dr William Brown and colleagues in the Schools
of Social Sciences and Engineering and Design has revealed
an explanation for the correlation between attractiveness
and bodily characteristics like height, breast size, long legs,
broad shoulders or a curvy figure.

The study also explored the degree of asymmetries between
the left and right sides of the body, which is widely believed
to be an indirect measure of developmental quality.

Through their research at Brunel’s Centre for Cognition and
Neuroimaging, Dr Brown and a team of scientists identified
a property dubbed ‘body masculinity’ - a mathematical
fusion of traits including greater height, wider shoulders, smaller breasts and shorter
legs. When asked to assess the attractiveness of female 3D body images, men rated
those with less body masculinity most attractive, and vice versa. High masculinity
correlated with fewer departures from perfect bodily symmetry in males but with
more asymmetry in females, suggesting that those with good development and health
may have bodies that exaggerate sex-typical bodily features.

Magna Carta Institute
established for the analysis
of politics and society

The University has recently established
the Magna Carta Institute, an outward-
facing multidisciplinary institute which
will provide high-quality analysis of
politics and society for both academic and
non-academic users.

Upcoming events include a high profile
forum on the European Elections.

The Institute will also engage in more
traditional academic work, but always
with a view to shaping public debates.
The Institute is directed by Professor
Justin Fisher, a political scientist with a
record of promoting academic research in
policy debates.

www.brunel.ac.uk/about/acad/magnacarta.

Veteran

film director
honoured at
Cine-Excess
conference

Roger Corman, producer of over 300
films and director of over 50 more, was
guest of honour at the cult film festival
and conference Cine-Excess Il at the
Institute of Contemporary Arts in May,
where he was presented with a Lifetime
Achievement Award.

This annual academic conference, directed
by Brunel’s Xavier Mendik, brought
together scholars and film-makers from
around the world, with the chairman

of Arts Council England, Sir Christopher
Frayling, making the keynote speech.

Roger Corman, known affectionately

as 'King of the B movies’, is famous for
classic spine-chillers starring Vincent Price,
such as The Masque of the Red Death and
House of Usher, as well as for The Little
Shop of Horrors and The Man with the
X-Ray Eyes.
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Spacecraft

>l

launches Brunel
project into orbit

Two academics from the School of
Engineering and Design saw their
work launched into space in October
on the Chandrayaan-1 satellite,
India’s first unmanned Moon mission.

Dr David Smith and PhD student
Jason Gow have been involved in
developing the Chandrayaan-1 X-ray
Spectrometer (C1XS) lunar science
instrument, one of 11 instruments
launched on the satellite for its two-
year mission.

The C1XS, about the size of a shoe
box, will record X-ray fluorescence
spectra from the surface of the
Moon, mapping the chemical and
mineralogical composition of the
whole lunar globe. It will help answer
questions about the evolution of the
moon and shed light on how Earth,
Mars, Venus and Mercury developed
as terrestrial planets.

The group at Brunel has provided

a detailed analysis of the expected
space radiation environment and

its effects on the operation of the
detectors, as characterising the
charge-coupled devices that make up
the X-ray detector focal plane.

Major EU Framework 7 funding success for Brunel academics

Three Brunel academics have had major successes in the early stages
of the EU Framework 7 programme.

Dr Suma Athreye (Director of the Centre
for International Business and Strategy
in Emerging Markets in Brunel Business
School) has been awarded €243,070

to study the propensity of UK firms to
license their technology abroad, and its
effect on innovativeness. In a parallel
project, supported by the UN University
at Maastricht, she is examining the
commercialisation strategies used by
Indian software firms.
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Professor Rob Newbold (Director of

the Brunel Institute of Cancer Genetics
and Pharmacogenomics in the School

of Health Sciences and Social Care) has
been awarded €3 million to co-ordinate
a new cancer research project, building
on 15 years of continuous EU funding.
TeloMarker aims to improve diagnosis by
studying the telomere - the structure at
the end of chromosomes that regulates
cell lifespan and is dysfunctional in most
cancers. Professor Newbold is drawing
up a second, related Framework 7
application, TeloDrug, to target new
cancer treatments, and he has been
awarded a separate grant to reduce

the use of animal testing to identify
carcinogens.

Professor Javaid Rehman, Deputy Head
of Brunel Law School, has secured
€643,686 for a human rights project,
EURASIA-Net, which brings together a
consortium of researchers from across
Europe and South Asia. EURASIA-Net
aims to reduce ethnic-religious conflicts
and foster stability in South Asia, as well
as creating a framework for exchange
and co-operation between the region
and Europe.



Ethical practice paper secures
award for Social Work student

MA Social Work student Martin Sexton has won the Jo
Campling Memorial Prize, awarded to the best student
essay on a topic in ethics and social welfare.

Martin was awarded the £500 prize by the journal Ethics
and Social Welfare after he submitted a paper addressing
the ethical issues concerning domestic violence and
dementia in a family he worked with during his practice
learning. The paper was published in April, and Martin will
present it at the journal’s November conference.

“My social work placement in protecting vulnerable adults was a big challenge and |
had to think very hard about the rights and wrongs of what | was doing,” commented
Martin. "It gave me plenty to write about and I'm very grateful for the support | had

from my tutors to put the essay together.”
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Business School Lecturer
leads important training
initiative in Africa

Senior government officials from
across southern Africa had the benefit
of Brunel Business School’s expertise in
November, when Dr Satwinder Singh

led a prestigious two-week training
event in Tanzania.

The study programme looked at best
practices in monitoring and analysing
cross-border capital, and was organised
by the Macroeconomic and Financial
Management Institute, a regionally-
owned organisation with a mandate

to build sustainable human and
institutional capacity in macroeconomic
and financial management.
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Brunel part of major UK
investment in sustainable
energy

Brunel Business School’s Professor
Malcolm Eames is to play a leading
role in a major UK initiative to deliver
sustainable, clean and low-cost
hydrogen energy.

Funded by the Research Councils’
SUPERGEN programme, the Delivery

of Sustainable Hydrogen consortium is
a world-class interdisciplinary research
team, with an initial grant of £5m.
Professor Eames will be leading work
on the socio-economic appraisal of
hydrogen production technologies,
and will also look at policy measures to
promote the transition to a sustainable,
low-carbon hydrogen economy.

Academic helps establish
National Skills Academy for Social

Peter Beresford OBE, Brunel's Professor of Social Policy
and Director of the Centre for Citizen Participation, has
been part of a successful steering group bid to establish a
National Skills Academy for Social Care.

This will be the first welfare-related skills academy and
will target training and development support for the
1.5 million social care workers in England. National Skills

Academies are a core part of the Government'’s plans for improving the skills available
to employers and for creating opportunities for their employees. Professor Beresford
described the significance of this important development: “This successful bid is a big
win for social care — four bidding Academies were successful out of sixteen and | am

proud to be associated with it.”

.

Individual staff
awards and
achievements

Dr Hari Babu of the Brunel Centre for
Advanced Solidification Technology

has been given the PASREG Award

of Excellence in recognition of his
contribution to the development and
characterisation of bulk high temperature
superconductors.

Professor Steve Dixon, Pro-Vice Chancellor
for Development and former Head of the
School of Arts, has won the PSP Award for
Excellence in the Music and Performing
Arts category for his ‘field-defining’ book,
Digital Performance: A History of New
Media in Theatre, Dance, Performance Art,
and Installation.

Dr Cecil Helman, Professor of Medical
Anthropology, has been presented with
the prestigious George Abercrombie title,
awarded by the Royal College of General
Practitioners (RCGP) for outstanding
contribution to the literature of general
practice. Dr. Helman's expertise centres
on the cross-cultural study of health and
medical care.

Dr Matthew Hughes, Reader in History

in the School of Social Sciences, has been
appointed to the Major-General Matthew
C Horner Chair of Military Theory at the US
Marine Corps University, Quantico, Virginia.

Professor Ray J Paul was awarded

the Distinguished Contribution in
Simulation Award by the Association for
Computing Machinery (ACM). The Award
recognises significant contribution to
the advancement of simulation and its
community.

Professor John Sumpter, Head of the
Institute for the Environment, has been
awarded the Society of Environmental
Toxicology and Chemistry (SETAC) Founders
Award, which represents their highest
honour.
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Sport round up

Brunel Graduates make their mark at
the Olympics and Paralympics

The University is immensely proud that
15 of its former and current students
were selected to represent Great Britain
at the Beijing Olympic Games. They
performed brilliantly, securing four of
Team GB's 47 medals.

Heather Fell, a 2004 Physiotherapy
graduate, won the silver in a closely-
fought modern pentathlon
competition. Brunel graduates
also continued their tradition
of success in Olympic rowing
events, with current Sport
" Sciences MSc student Matthew
" Wells winning bronze
"\ in the men’s double
sculls and graduate
\ Tom Stallard (MSc
5 Automotive and
. Motorsport
Engineering,
2007) securing
a silver in the
men’s eights.
Phillips Idowu,

S
N

who studied at Brunel in 1999 before
leaving to concentrate on his athletics
career, also bagged a silver medal in the
triple jump.

Outside of the medals, Emma Ania, Laura
Turner and Montell Douglas all raced in
the 4 x 100m relay and Kelly Sotherton
and Julie Hollman competed in the
Heptathlon. Matt Daly, Ben Marsden,
Kate Walsh and Jo Ellis represented Team
GB at Hockey, with Roger Hammond in
the cycling mass start road race and Beth
Rodford in the women'’s eight rowing

crew completing Brunel’s Olympic line up.

There was yet more success for Brunel
in the Paralympics, with Vicki Hansford,
currently studying for an MSc in Sports
Psychology, claiming a bronze medal
on the rowing lake with the mixed
coxed fours. Ann Wild, who studied
Occupational Therapy and is a Brunel
honorary graduate, made her fourth
Paralympic appearance for Great Britain's
wheelchair basketball team, who came
eighth overall.

Brunel’s plans for London 2012 get underway

Brunel 2012 Programmes aim to make
the most out of the London Games for
Brunel, generating enduring changes

across the full range of University life.

There have been several early
achievements. Brunel successfully led

a consortium bid to host the 2012
International Convention on Science,
Education and Medicine in Sport, held in
each Olympic year. Between 3,000 and
5,000 delegates are expected to attend
the convention at the Scottish Exhibition
and Conference Centre in Glasgow.

In addition, the University has been
included in the official London 2012 Pre-
Games Training Camp Guide (PGTCG) for
24 different sports, as well as providing
the venue for the national launch of the
Paralympic version of the PGTCG.
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Professor lan Campbell (Pro Vice Chancellor

for External Relations) with London 2012 Chief
Executive Paul Deighton and GB paralympian Ade
Adepitan.

Brunel 2012 Programmes has its own
website at www.brunel.ac.uk/2012
where you can find the latest news and
contact details to share your views and
get involved.

An interview with
Olympic silver
medallist Heather Fell

After her success in Beijing,
Heather talked to Link about

her experiences, as well as her
training, plans for the future and
the value of her Brunel degree.

How did you get into the Modern
Pentathlon?

| came from a riding and
swimming background, which
then lead me to join the Pony
Club and compete in tetrathlons. |
took up fencing at 17 and started
modern pentathlon after that.

With five different sports, training
must be complicated! How do
you prepare, and do you have a
favourite element?

It makes it far more interesting, as
we have a mixture of sports each
day. | enjoy the riding the most

as | love horses and getting out

in the fresh air, but the satisfying
feeling after a hard run is also
hard to beat.

Has your Physiotherapy degree
assisted you in achieving your
Olympic silver medal?

Most of the time | know what
niggles to listen to and when

to rest or train through them.

I think it also made me realise
how important it is to have other
challenges outside of sport, and it
taught me to balance my time.

How do you combine your sports
commitments with other areas of
your life?

By using every possible space in
my diary and planning ahead!

What is your favourite memory
from Beijing?

Warming up in front of a huge
crowd before the run, feeling
pretty certain | was going to win
a medal.

What are your ambitions, and
how will you be preparing for
London 2012?

| want to open as many doors as
possible and take the next year
as it comes before making any
decisions.



Montell Douglas breaks
British record for 100m

On the day before her graduation in Sport
Sciences, Montell Douglas smashed the record
for the women’s 100m, one of the oldest
standing records in athletics.

Montell shaved 0.05 seconds off the previous
time set in 1981by Kathy Cook, also a Brunel
graduate. Her run confirms Brunel as a hotbed
of talent in women'’s sprinting, as four of the six
fastest British women of all time have studied
and trained here.

Speaking about her stunning performance,
Montell said, “It's given me a massive amount of
confidence. It was now or never — | had to prove
myself.” Pro Vice Chancellor lan Campbell,
co-leader of Brunel’s Olympic programme,
emphasised the significance of her double
success. “It is a testament to the dedication

that she has shown in both her studies in Sport
Sciences and in her training at Brunel.”

“Today the University was already planning to
honour one record breaker, Sir Roger Bannister,
with an honorary degree so it is fantastic that
instead we will be honouring two,” added
co-leader Neil Young. The pair met after the
ceremony where Sir Roger was awarded the
honorary degree of Doctor of the University.

Contesting her first Olympic Games later in the
summer, Montell’s quarter-final time was not
enough to see her through to the semis. She
returned for the 4x100m relay final, but a strong
British quartet failed to exchange the baton
successfully, and were left to reflect on what
might have been.

Brunel Sport Scientist

wins research award
Brunel crowned

British Universities
Indoor Athletics
Champions

In August, UK Sport’s Research
and Innovation Team announced
Chris West, an MSc Sport Sciences
graduate, as the first winner of
their Ideas 4 Innovation: New
Researchers Award.

The award was open to any final

Brunel’s winning 4x200m quartet: (I-r) Charlotte- year undergraduate or first year
Brunel scored a historic victory at the Rose Allee, Joey Duck, Tara Bird and Lucy Sargent postgraduate with a creative

2009 British Universities and Colleges idea that could enhance the
Sport (BUCS) Championships in March, performance of British Olympic or
winning both the men’s and women'’s The men’s team were pushed to the last, Paralympic athletes. 21 students
competitions. but a host of minor medals along with from across engineering, science,
Scott Huggins’ gold in the pole vault medicine and the arts entered,
finally determined the championship in but Chris’ project, to develop a

.
Brunel’s favour. novel device for performance
enhancement in athletes with

Winning performances in the sprints
from Tara Bird, Joey Duck, Lucy Sargent
and the 4x200m relay quartet, as well as

victories for Emma Pallant in the 3000m The BUCS Outdoor Championships will nal cord infuri h .

and Claire Linskill in the triple jump, left follow in May, and Brunel will hope to Spm? cordnjuries, was cnosen .o
. e ) . . . receive £25,000 of research funding.

the competition trailing in Brunel’s wake replicate their indoor success over a wider

in the women'’s competition. range of events.
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Graduate news

Award-winning
documentary
hits the big
screen

MA Documentary Practice
graduate (2007) Purnima
Raghunath saw her work
screened at the Barbican theatre

after winning the City in Motion
Short Film Competition at the City
of London Festival.

Her documentary film, Gap the
Mind, which she created for her
MA at Brunel, won the award
for the most creative use of the
year's theme of railways. This is
not the first prize that Purnima
has won for her work - her final
dissertation film for the MA,
called City of Widows, won the
British Council and Satyajit Ray
Foundation (UK)'s Best Short Film
Award in April 2008.

“Winning these awards at

this point in my career is very
encouraging,” commented
Purnima. “They tell me that |

am on the right path.” Purnima
is now carving out a career as a
freelance editor, and has already
completed work for BBC3 and for
the production company Twenty
Twenty Television.
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Maths graduate wins national
Student of the Year award

The University is proud to announce that
one of 2008's graduates, Jenny Spain,
was named as the Best Mathematics
Student in the 2008 Science, Engineering
and Technology (SET) Awards.

Jenny won the prestigious prize for
her Mathematics BSc final year project
— a program that devised the best way
of packing items into bins to use the
minimum amount of space.

The SET Awards are sponsored by the UK
construction firm Laing O’Rourke, and
have long been established as Britain’s
most important awards for science

and engineering undergraduates. The
judges assess the technical quality of

the applicants” projects, as well as their
personal qualities, overall knowledge
and ability to be an ambassador for

the discipline. Jenny is the first Brunel
student ever to be nominated - let alone
win —a SET award.

“Jenny approached her project as a

real research problem, rather than just
as a text-book exercise,” commented
her final-year project supervisor, Dr Ilia
Krasikov. “She decided to deal with the
most difficult aspect of the problem and
did her work with great enthusiasm and
ingenuity.”

Jenny is now training to be a secondary
school maths teacher.
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Alumna becomes trustee
of children’s charity

Carole Easton (formerly Epstein, PhD
Psychology, 1988) is Chief Executive of
the children’s cancer charity CLIC Sargent,
and has recently become a trustee

of the charity Child Welfare Scheme
(CWS). She and her partner Peter Eldrid
(Deputy Head of the Brunel University
Counselling Service) visited Nepal last
year to see how CWS is improving lives
in one of the world’s poorest countries.

CWS projects include the Asha Health
Clinic, a mobile mother and baby clinic
which visits the poorest villages, and
which has introduced a triage system

to prioritise cases. Carole and Peter
accompanied the clinic on one visit, and
observed how, given the very low literacy
rates in the region, its staff employed
simple systems, colour codes and picture
cards to tell patients when to take their
medication.

The charity’s many other projects focus
on different aspects of life in the region.
The Jyoti Vocational School aims to
enable young people from very poor
families to realise their dream of a job,
through providing practical skills. The
Shakti Samuha project helps girls and
young women rescued from the sex trade
to rebuild their lives, and empowers
them to look at prosecuting the trade’s
perpetrators. Other projects include
setting up a child bank where street
children can safely deposit their money,
instead of surviving from hand to mouth,
and schemes to ensure better conditions,
income, education and peer contact for
child labourers.

www.childwelfarescheme.org

Alumni awards
and accolades

Mary-Ann Clarke (née Wright,

MSc Building Services Engineering
Management, 2008) was runner-

up in the 2008 H&V News Building
Services Graduate of the Year award.
Mary-Ann is a Senior Engineer at
engineering consultancy Faber
Maunsell.

Jo Dooher (BA English, 2004),

who returned to Brunel after her
degree as Publications Officer, won
the Bronze Award in the Young
Education Marketer of the Year
category at the annual Heist Awards.
Heist is a specialist marketing agency
focusing on higher education.

Leanda Long (BSc Business and
Management, 2008) was shortlisted
for the Computing Awards for
Excellence in the Student project
of the Year category, for her
undergraduate final year project.
Leanda studied the ways in which
eBanking crime has influenced the
utilisation of eBanking amongst
University business students.

Obi Onuora (MEng Mechanical
Engineering with Aeronautics, 2003)
was named Newcomer of the Year at
the Building Awards 2008. Obi joined
building services engineer Hurley
Palmer Flatt after completing his
Master’s at Brunel, and is already a
senior engineer. Building is the UK's
oldest and best-read construction
magazine.

Nigel Over (MTech Manufacturing
and Engineering Systems, 1993) has
been awarded the Sir Walter Bodmer
Award for Volunteer of the Year 2008
by the British Association for the
Advancement of Science (BA). The
award recognises Nigel’s role in giving
thousands of adults and children,

and particularly those with learning
difficulties, the chance to participate
in science activities.
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Continuing plaudits for debut novelist

Sade Adeniran, an associate student on
last year's MA in Creative Writing: the
Novel, won the Best First Book Award

in the Commonwealth Writers’ Prize
2008 for the Africa region, with her
novel Imagine This. The novel has also
been shortlisted for the World Book Day
‘Books to Talk About’ award.

Sade was born in London but spent

her formative years in Nigeria before
returning to the UK. Her forays into
writing started with a radio play —
Memories of a Distant Past — which was
her final year project at university. She
sent this to the BBC on a whim and it was
subsequently produced as part of BBC
Radio 4's ‘First Bite' Festival. Sade has also
written various pieces for theatre and
had her work performed at the Lyric, the
Bush and the Riverside Studios.

Percussionists wow the judges to reach
Britain’'s Got Talent semi-final

Dave Smith and Katie Stephenson (both BA Music, 2002) achieved national
recognition in 2008, as their junk percussion duo Bang On! reached the semi-finals of
ITV's Britain’s Got Talent.

After seeing their theatre show The Joy of Junk at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival,
Britain’s Got Talent got in touch with Dave and Katie to invite them to come and
audition. The audition went superbly, and they won over not only the audience but
also Amanda Holden, who called them ‘my kind of act’, and Simon Cowell, who said
they were ‘brilliant percussionists’.

Having survived the judges’ knockout round, Bang On! made it down to the last 40
and the semi-finals, where they played live to nine million viewers. This led to some
great publicity, an interview and a live performance on This Morning and a photo
shoot for the Daily Mirror. Bang On! have had plenty of work since the show, and are
currently planning to tour The Joy of Junk later in 2009.
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She spent five years writing Imagine This
while working full-time as a business
change consultant, and describes her
commitment to getting her work
published: “Like most writers who
dream of seeing their book in print,

| went down the traditional route of
sending my manuscript to publishers

and agents but the responses were not
positive — there didn’t seem to be room
in the marketplace for a story of a young
girl growing up in rural Nigeria. After
years of trying to repress my dream of
becoming a published author, | finally
plucked up the courage to do something.
I realised that if | didn’t believe in myself,
no-one else would. So I quit my job and
decided to self publish — not an option
for the faint-hearted. In fact, writing the
book was the easy part!”

Entrepreneurs

Andrew Billingham (BA Mathematical
and Management Studies,

1995) is Commercial Director of
StudentsinNeed, the fastest growing
student brand in the UK. The company
has recently launched a student
marketing site (www.studentsinneed.
com) centred around the SINCARD, an
annual membership card designed to
help the nation’s five million students
save money and gain online access to
part-time and full-time jobs around
the country. SIN also gives marketers
influential direct access to the youth
audience and an impressive list of top
brands are already numbered among
the company’s clients.

Kyle Ranson (BA Design and
Technology, 1985) is co-President of
Showers Pass, a clothing company
offering innovative cycling apparel.
After 20 years in the high tech sector,
culminating in three years as CEO of
US-based projector company InFocus,
Kyle met now-business partner

Ed Dalton during a bicycle tour in
Oregon. He decided to apply what he
had learned in the high tech sector to
an industry that, he saw, could benefit
from some fresh approaches.

Kyle is offering a 10% discount on
Showers Pass products for fellow
Brunel Alumni by referencing discount
code BRU109 at www.showerspass.com.




Triumph
in Atlantic
rowing race

In January 2008, Tom Harvey
(MA Intelligence and Security
Studies, 2008) and his three team
mates rowed into Antigua’s
English Harbour to a deservedly
rapturous reception, after
winning the Atlantic Rowing
Race 2007 and raising £50,000 for
charity in the process.

The team completed the 2,800-mile race
in just over 48 days, despite equipment
failures, severe storms, and painful sores.
The money raised will be donated to

the charities Crisis, Big Issue and Raleigh
International.

Survival in such cramped conditions
required preparation and rigorous
training. The team rowed in pairs for
two-hour shifts during the day, switching
to four-hour shifts at night. Although an
effective routine, its negatives included
sleep deprivation, blisters and weight-
loss.

On just day three, the boat’s steering
system broke and left the team unable
to manoeuvre through 15ft waves. By
creating a system of cable ties, they
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regained control and were able to
continue. On another occasion the team
narrowly avoided a 400m container ship
after their attempts to contact the vessel
failed. Disaster was averted with only
100 metres to spare, when their flare was
finally spotted by the ship’s crew.

But despite the various setbacks, the race
was not without its magical moments,

as Tom revealed: “We had a pod of 21
dolphins surrounding us, frolicking in
the waves, and were surprised when two
huge whales decided to follow us for a
morning.”

Their eventual arrival in Antigua took
place amid a carnival atmosphere: “The
air was full of horns and klaxons as
crowds waved us in from neighbouring

boats. On the shore was a steel band and
over 100 press, family, friends, and well
wishers. The first few steps on shore were
tentative as my body completely forgot
how to walk — | was staggering like a
drunk! The first beer and the first meal
were something to be cherished. You do
learn to appreciate the small things in
life.”

One of Tom’s main reasons for taking
part in the race was to raise awareness
of the homeless. “Homeless charities

are often neglected,” he said, “but by
sleeping rough on the high seas over
Christmas and New Year perhaps we
could empathise somewhat with the
suffering that many homeless experience
on a daily basis in the UK.”
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Graduate undertakes 4,000 mile ‘banger rally’ for charity

2004 Mechanical Engineering graduate
Jon Farley has helped to organise a novel
charity challenge for Easter 2009 - a
4,000 mile rally from London to Chisinau
in Moldova, via the Arctic Circle, in a car
costing less than £200!

The Snowdodgers Rally Challenge follows
Jon and the team’s participation in the
Plymouth to Banjul Rally in 2007, in which
they drove a 30-year-old-banger across

A da\
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the Sahara Desert and raised £18,000 for
good causes.

By organising their own rally the team
are hoping to raise even more money
for charity and to prove there is more to
life than ‘the 9 to 5°. Jon, an Automotive
Engineer with Ricardo, described how
the rally allowed him to mix business
with pleasure: “The Snowdodgers Rally
gives me the chance to do three of my

Round the Baltics in a Banger!

favourite things: see the world, drive cars
and change people’s lives for the better
by raising some serious cash for charity.”

The team aims to raise one million
Moldovan leus, equivalent to £48,000,

to be shared between two charities in
Moldova, the poorest country in Europe.
The event looks set to be one of the first
eco-friendly rallies, with teams instructed
to ensure their cars are carbon-neutral
for the journey and to investigate other
ways of minimising the impact of the
rally on the environment.

www.snowdodgers.co.uk.
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Congratulations!

...to our current and past

s %

Salman Tarique (BSc Business and
Management, 2006) and Hanan
Alani (BSc Finance and Accounting,
2006) were married in London in
August 2008. They have now settled
in Oman, where Salman works for
Ernst and Young.

o
Pl
a

Having sold his technical conference
business in 1987, by which time it
employed more than 120 specialists
in offices in London, New York and
Singapore, Richard Green (Physics,
1964) emigrated to Australia. He
now flies helicopters and is a highly
acclaimed photographer of the
Australian bush.
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Deborah Arnott

Psychology, 1977

Nominated for 2009 Public Affairs
Achiever of the Year for leading the
campaign resulting in comprehensive
smoke-free legislation in England.

James Beckinsale

MSc Sport Sciences, 2004

Appointed triathlon coach for the
London region following his success as
triathlon coach of the year in 2006.

Dwain Bedford

Current BMus Musical Composition
student

Raised nearly £1,000 for the National
Autistic Society in a cycle marathon
from Lands End to John O’Groats.

Helen Chapman

BSc Economics, 2005

Secured a training contract with Hull
law firm Andrew Jackson, following
voluntary work in Romania with
homeless teenagers.

Dr Christopher Ciantar

MSc Building Services Engineering,
1997

Appointed as Permanent Secretary in
the Ministry for Resources and Rural
Affairs in Malta.

Niall Cullen

BA Modern Drama Studies, 2004
Founded and is Artistic Director
of Prefacemorn (an anagram of
Performance), a drama company
for both disabled and able-bodied
performers.

Les Dawson

Systems Engineering, 1980

Awarded an OBE for services to the
energy and water industries and for
his charity work with Wateraid and the
National Football Museum at Preston.

Kareem Dennis

Current BA Modern Drama Studies
student

Rising rapper known as ‘Lowkey’ on the
London scene.

Stuart Douglas

Current BSc Physiotherapy student
Playing for Bath City football club this
season.

Joe Ferry

Design, 1993

Recently appointed to the Design
Council, and now Head of Design for
Virgin Atlantic Airlines.

Andrew Fickling

BSc Communication and Information
Studies, 1994

Now CEO for the Sport Media Group
(which includes the Daily Sport
newspaper) who sponsored his Brunel
degree.

Clifford Fisher

Borough Road College, 1942 - and Life
President of the Old Bees

Honoured in the naming of the
Clifford Fisher Arts Centre at Coombe
Bay School in New Malder, having
found fame as an artist following a
distinguished career in education.

Mark Hanafin

BEng Mechanical Engineering, 1982
Appointed Managing Director of
Centrica Energy and Europe, having
previously been President and CEO of
Shell Energy North America, based in
Houston.

Charlotte Hunter

Née Billson, BSc Psychology, 2004
Amongst diverse major roles in film and
theatre, Charlotte has appeared in the
Harry Potter films as Hermione's body
double.

Gary Jacobson

MSc Materials Engineering, 1992
Awarded Ernst and Young UK
Entrepreneur of the Year for Business
Products, for his business making
pumps for oil and gas refineries and
pipelines.

Dr Simon Jones

PhD Electrical Engineering, 1986
Recently appointed President and
Director of the Abu Dhabi Men's College.



Dr Dawn Leslie

Current lecturer in Maths Education
Working on the Large Hadron Collider
at CERN, Geneva, and has championed
science as a career to female students.

Dr Barry McGurk

Psychology, 1970

Helping to run a recording studio in
South Africa for disadvantaged groups,

having been a member of the Hartlepool

band The Reaction in the 1960s.

Chris Martin

BSc Product Design, 2003

Taking to sea as part of a two-man
crew attempting to be the first to row
unsupported across the North Pacific
Ocean
www.goldengateendeavour.com

Manijit Singh Mattu
BA Industrial Design and Technology,
2008

Invented a GPS tracker called the Roo for

mobile phones, which alerts parents to
their child's movements on the way to
and from school.

Glenda Matthews
Née Jacklin, BSc Business and
Management, 2006

Construction Graduate of the Year at the

East of England Construction Training

Awards, specialising in Human Resources.

Martin Rinck

MBA, 1995

Newly appointed as President of Hilton
Hotels - Asia Pacific, in Singapore.

Phil Rumbol

BA Mathematical and Management
Studies, 1989

Marketing Director for Cadbury Trebor
Bassett, responsible for the return of
Wispa in 2007.
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students and staff in the news

Professor Hassan Said
PhD Mathematics, 1984

Appointed Vice-Chancellor and President

of Taylor’s University College, Malaysia.

Sarah Sole
BA English, 2007
Former Brunel Student Ambassador

Sarah took part in this summer’s series of

Shipwrecked on Channel 4.

Kate Somerset How

BA English with Drama, 2004
Created the album Break Free with
fellow student Matt Stedeford.

John Swaffield

Former member of Brunel staff
Incoming President of the Chartered
Institute of Building Services Engineers.

Fred Turok

Borough Road, Education, 1976
Non-executive Chairman of LA

Fitness, who launched the charity

TAG (Transforming A Generation) to
support 18-24 year olds who are not in
employment, education or training.

Tanya Wells-Brown

Physiotherapy, 2000

Currently working in East Timor where,
following setting up a rehabilitation
centre, she works in health research
and runs a mother and child health
programme.

Prof Greg Whyte and Richard Ball
Both WLIHE Secondary PGCE, 1990
Competed in the Cycle Race Across
America, cycling 3,043 miles for Cardiac
Risk in the Young (sudden death
syndrome).

Alex Wilkes

Current BSC Multimedia Technology and

Design student

Shortlisted for the HSBC Unipreneurs
2008 Award for his company aimed at
getting businesses to embrace newer
and more advanced technology.

Awards and
accolades for
campus services

Home Office initiative
recognises Brunel security
team

Brunel’s security team has received
recognition under the Home Office’s
Community Safety Accreditation
Scheme (CSAS), which grants security
staff increased legal protection and
powers to address issues such as
anti-social behaviour and drinking

in a controlled zone, without police
involvement. Brunel is the first site
in the Metropolitan Police area to be
involved in the scheme.

HP Software Award of
Excellence

The University has been awarded

the 2008 HP Software Award of
Excellence for its deployment of

the Brunel Central Archive for staff
email. The award, won in the face

of stiff competition from the public
and private sectors across Europe, the
Middle East and Africa, celebrates
the best business usage of Hewlett-
Packard software.

Double hospitality award
success

Brunel’s Residential, Catering and
Conference Services Department
celebrated double quality award
success in 2008, attaining Hospitality
Assured accreditation for the sixth
year in a row as well as Investors

in People recognition at the first
attempt. Hospitality Assured rewards
customer service excellence, and
Brunel achieved the highest score

of all accredited institutions in the
sector. Investors in People is an
employee-focused award based on
staff development.
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Graduate features

Candice Allen (third from right)
graduated in Film and Television
Studies in 2000, and has recently
won an award and a knighthood
from Grand Duke Henri of
Luxembourg for her documentary
film Charlotte: A Royal at War.

"My love for documentary work was
largely started during my time at
Brunel. My class were asked to make

a documentary about spiritual sites

in England called The Dragon Line.
Although it was a lot of hard work, we
had a great time interviewing people
and editing it all together. After that, |
decided to supplement my journalism
work at Sky News with documentary
making on the side.

Charlotte: A Royal at War is about Grand
Duchess Charlotte of Luxembourg during
World War Il. She fled the Nazis who
took over her country and waged a
propaganda war from London and North
America to get help for Luxembourg.
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The penalty for listening to BBC radio

in occupied Luxembourg was death,

but many, including my Luxembourgish
grandmother, listened in secret as

the Grand Duchess gave messages of
hope to her people. American troops
eventually helped liberate the country,
and the Grand Duchess is remembered as
Luxembourg'’s best-loved monarch.

The Royal Family of Luxembourg came
to the London Premiere of my film in
2008, as well as the Minister of Culture
and the Duke and Duchess of Gloucester
who represented the Queen. |, along
with the director and my co-producer,
was awarded a knighthood by Grand
Duke Henri of Luxembourg for ‘excelling
in the arts and for outstanding service
to Luxembourg and the Grand Ducal
House'. The BBC was also awarded a
statue of Charlotte as a sign of gratitude
for allowing Luxembourg to use their
airwaves during the War. We are
currently in discussions with the BBC
about broadcasting our film."”

Grand Duchess Charlotte of Luxembourg



In 2008, Dr Rama Sithanen brought a whole new meaning
to balancing work and study, when he completed a PhD in
politics at Brunel while continuing to play a major role in the
government of his country, Mauritius.

Dr Sithanen completed his thesis in five years as a part-time
student, and for more than half of this period he held the
office of Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance

and Economic Development, following the country’s last
general election in 2005. The examining of his thesis, entitled
“Evaluating and Proposing Electoral Systems for Plural
Societies”, was held at a convenient time to enable him to fly
back to the Indian Ocean island to write the Budget!

"My objective in writing this PhD thesis was to contribute

to finding a solution for the defects of the current electoral
system of Mauritius,” explains Dr Sithanen. His supervisor,
Professor Justin Fisher, commented that “Dr Sithanen'’s thesis
is an excellent example of how the academic study of politics
can inform live public policy debates, and visa versa.”

Dr Sithanen admitted that it was challenging to combine

his research with his full-time political duties. "It was very
tough to combine this academic work with the occupational
pressure of being Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Finance and Economic Development of my country while also
being an active constituency Member of Parliament,” he said.
“It required discipline, hard work, very long working hours
and good time management, and also finding the required
time while on missions overseas to stop over in London to
meet my supervisor, who was of immense help, and to consult
documents at the library. | am very happy that | have been
able to complete it.”

Captain Alex Burgess (Business Studies with Sport Sciences, 2003)
has been honoured with one of the highest military awards,

the Military Cross, for his ‘inspired leadership’ while fighting in
southern Iraq.

Alex was on his first operational tour of duty in Iraq in 2006, when
one of his Platoon’s vehicles became stuck in a sewage ditch,
subsequently coming under attack by an insurgent force of over
200. According to his Military Cross citation, ‘His determination,
calm presence and inspired leadership allowed those around

him to fight off a numerically superior army in what was a very
confusing and intense battle.’

The citation, made before Alex was promoted to Captain, goes on
to praise his maturity, as he was just 26 when the award was made:
‘Lieutenant Burgess has demonstrated maturity beyond his years
and outstanding leadership in the face of overwhelming enemy
fire. His swift, courageous actions in hostile circumstances have
saved lives and been an example to his Platoon. His courage and
composure under fire in the most testing circumstances has won
the respect, trust and confidence of his men. His calm and mature
leadership in the face of the enemy deserves formal recognition.’

Talking about receiving the award, Alex said he was ‘very chuffed
but a bit shocked and surprised’.
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Ross
Ramgobin

graduated with a BA in
English with Drama in 2007,
and will soon begin training
for a professional career

as a classical singer on a
prestigious course at the
Royal Academy of Music.

“In a famous poem by Alfred Lord
Tennyson, Ulysses declared ‘'l am a

part of all that | have met’. This line is
particularly resonant when | look back
at my time at Brunel. The people | have
met, the people who have helped me
and encouraged me, have undoubtedly
shaped the person | am today.

Many students head to university
without a clear career path, and | was no
different. | felt that in order to find my
niche, it was important to get involved
in some of the artistic extra-curricular
activities that Brunel offered. | had
always enjoyed singing at school, but

| treated it as a hobby as | had never
received any formal training. On a whim,
| auditioned for an Arts Centre Music
Award in my first year and was thrilled
when | heard | was successful. It provided
the chance to receive subsidised singing
tuition throughout my time at university.

The Arts Centre opened up a new world
of opportunity for me. | performed solos
and took part in ensemble performances,
and the weekly Music Theory class proved
invaluable. | also landed leading roles

in the musicals Sweeney Todd and Lust,
in addition to performing in six other
musicals and plays. It is an amazing
feeling when you perform a show after
months of hard work, and | found it
incredibly rewarding.

In fact, | was enjoying it so much that

| started to seriously consider singing

as a career. Although | was performing
in musicals, my main passion lay in
classical music, in particular English
song and German Lieder. My teachers
were extremely supportive, and | began
to train for postgraduate auditions at
leading conservatoires. | had a couple of
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auditions during my third year, but they
advised me to keep on training and come
back in a year or so.

Since | graduated in 2007, | have

been working full-time as a Digital
Recruitment Consultant in London, while
continuing my studies. In December 2008,
| auditioned at the Royal Academy of
Music, the Royal College of Music and the
Guildhall School of Music and Drama and
was offered places on their prestigious
postgraduate Vocal Studies courses. |
have chosen to continue my studies at
the Royal Academy and I start later this
year — | can't wait! The Master’s course
will prepare me for a professional career
as a classical singer.

I will always look back at my time at
Brunel with much fondness — the Arts
Centre has completely changed my life
and | owe an enormous amount to Jay
Wilkinson, Eileen Pinkarchevski, Sally
Goodworth, Mike Sanderson and all
the staff for their unflinching support.
They care immensely for their students,
and provide the best possible support
for musicians, actors and artists of all
abilities. The work they do is fantastic
and may the Arts Centre continue to
flourish for many years to come!”



Graduates in print

MADE IN BRUNEL | 08

Tim Atkinson

PGCE, 1987

Writing Therapy

Tim's first novel, published to wide
acclaim, explores the complex
relationship between fiction and reality,

2008 was the third year that Brunel took its final-year
showcase for Engineering and Design to the Business
Design Centre in Islington, under the Made in Brunel
brand. The show proved to be the biggest yet.

. . . . L';n';:. focussing on a teenage girl who believes
With over 1,000 visitors viewing the students’ projects, Ty

BOOBRDD S she is the central character in the novel
— she is writing. 10% of royalties go to the
charity Young Minds.

the show had the biggest attendance to date. Partners
from universities in Beijing, Madras, Rhode Island and
Delft appeared alongside Brunel students, making MIB
a truly global phenomenon.

Angus McLeod

PhD Surface Science, 1979
Self-Coaching Leadership:

Simple Steps from Manager to Leader
Angus is CEO of Angus McLeod
Associates, working for individual

The exhibition was opened by the Vice-Chancellor
Professor Chris Jenks and Rob Oades of HSBC, whose
Global Education Trust once again generously
supported the event, at a private view for guests from
business, government and the media.

The event also featured a business-focused networking development, mainly at work. His

lunch supported by West London Business and, for latest book contains practical tools to
the second year, a “Pecha Kucha” style presentation help readers identify when a leader is
from leading thinkers on design, engineering and needed and coaches improved influence,
multimedia. Speakers included Brunel alumni Alastair performance and effectiveness.

Curtis of Nokia, Warren Hutchison of LBi and Chenay

Williams from the University's flagship Design and .
) y gship Besig Patrick Noble

Branding Strategy course. The eclectic mix of speakers VBA. 1

sparked ideas, and this kind of input sets Made in Process Plant ! 9915 L

Brunel apart from traditional degree shows, providing Constructjon Process Plant Construction:

Brunel graduates with an edge in the workplace. A Ha:?dbook for Quality Managem?nt
Drawing on some 35 years of experience

on process plant projects worldwide,
Patrick’s handbook presents a
straightforward, common sense model
of quality management that can be
readily adapted to the needs of various
projects.

The 2009 show will be taking place on 9 and 10 June.
For further information or to reserve your place at the
event, visit www.madeinbrunel.com.

Bob Parsons

MA in Public and Social

Administration, 1977

A Journey of Hope

Bob’s autobiography charts his passage
from an ordinary life to founding

the charity Hope for Children, which
assists needy children, particularly in
developing countries. All proceeds go to
the charity — email hope@hope4c.org for
more information.

Robert Ryan

MSc Environmental Pollution Science, 1981

Empire of Sand

Having made his name in the crime and thriller genres, Robert
is now turning his hand to the unknown lives of historical
figures, in this case writing a fictional historical account of the
early experiences of Lawrence of Arabia.
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ortunities
tmav "V‘V"‘Vedh
and keep in Toue
with Brunel,
and important
information for
graduates

Viewing and contributing to
the Brunel Archives

Brunel University Archives are
currently kept at the library on
the former Runnymede campus.
Our archivist, Phaedra Casey, is
always pleased to hear from the
alumni of Brunel University and
the Colleges of Borough Road,
Maria Grey and Shoreditch. If you
would care to visit the archives
or have any material you would
like to donate, contact Phaedra
on +44 (0)1784 436111 or at
archivesandrecords@brunel.ac.uk.

Information required on
former Student Union

Officers

Graduate School Open Days

If you are thinking about
returning to Brunel for a
postgraduate qualification, the
Graduate School| Open Days are
taking place on Wednesday 27
May from 2-5pm and Wednesday
29 July from 3-7pm. Discounts are
available on course fees for Brunel

alumni. For more information,
visit www.brunel.ac.uk/pgstudy.

Calling all Civil Engineers!

Brunel’s Joseph Bazalgette
Laboratories provide some of
the latest technology to develop
innovative materials and test a

i |
variety of construction and natura

engineering materials under
controlled conditions. The new
structural laboratory will also

allow innovative structural design,

and medium and large scale

structure tests. For details, contact

Dr Phil Collins at
philip.co||ins@brunel.ac.uk oron

+44(0)1895 266082.

The Students Union Executive is
keen to recognise contributions

made to student life at Brunel

over the last 40 years by installing
an Honours board in its offices.
We need the names and contact

details of sabbatical (full-

time) officers who served the
Union during that period, and
particularly in the 1960s and 70s. |f
you can provide any information,
email tina.firetto@brunel.ac.uk or
phone +44 (0)1895 269269.

Are you the author of a
doctoral thesis?

In the past, unfortunately, many
theses sat on library she!wles,to
rarely read and inaccessible
their potential readers. No:’l
however, a newly-launche
national initiative led by the
British Library called EThOS o)
(Electronic Theses Online Sys
will digitise paper th:::—:sa:(rj\ e
by a researc
:::::?he):n available online.tThe
full text theses will be frefj a "
the point of use, worldw.| e,our
anyone with an interest in'y o
area of research. If forany re

you do not wish your thesis to be

:;llz::ee?c’)ntact John Aanonson- lo:t
+44 (0)1895 266139 or by en‘l\(a|or
john.aanonson@bru.n.el.ac.u ,
for further details visit
www.ethos.ac.uk.

Did you comﬁlge

your higher education
qualification in 2004/057

You may recall completing the
Higher Education Statistics
Agency’s (HESA) Destinations of
Leavers from Higher Education
(DLHE) survey after you finished
your studies in 2004/05. |FF
Research, on behalf of HESA,
is now conducting the ‘DLHE
Longitudinal Survey’ and they
may send you a questionnaire
asking you to detail your
activities since you graduated.
Any information you provide will
help in reviewing and promoting
courses and giving current
students an insight into early
career progression, as well as
providing input to government
policy development and review. If
you are contacted by IFF Research
(by email, post or phone), please
take time to complete and return

the survey — your participation is
valuable.




The Lancaster Conference
Suite and Lancaster Lodge -
accommodation and facilities
for business and leisure

The Lancaster Conference Suite
and Spa and Lancaster Lodge
offer superb accommodation and
facilities for business and leisure,
conveniently located on campus
at Brunel. Room rates range from
£40 for a single en suite room in
Lancaster Lodge, to £85 for triple
occupancy including breakfast
and spa in the Lancaster Suite. For
details, see www.brunel.ac.uk/
lifelsport/lancasterhealthsuite/
lancaster.

European Masters in
Consumer Affairs — an

opportunity to provide work
placements

The !European Master in Consumer
Affairs (EMCA), funded by the
Eur?pean Commission, combines
business and marketing with
consumer legal, social and
ecc?nomic studies, and aims to
train highly-skilled individuals
able to respond to the staffing
demands of a wide range of
employers. We are offering the
opportunity to benefit from our
graduates’ expertise by providin
work placements. To learn °
mor.e, contact Dr Christine Riefa
(chnstine.riefa@brunel.ac.uk) or
see www.emca.info.

Brunel alumni groups on
Facebook and LinkedIn

We now have an alumni group on
both Facebook (www.facebook.
com) and Linkedin (www.linkedin.
com). On both sites, the groups
are named The Official Brunel
University Alumni Group. Please
do join these and if you have any
difficulties in doing so contact
Hilary Whale, Alumni Database
and Website Manager, at
hilary.whale@brunel.ac.uk. We
look forward to hearing from you.

Wanted - law work
placements for Brunel law
undergraduates

Are you in a position to offer
a work placement to a Brunel
law undergraduate, or do you
know someone who could? Our
undergraduate LLB students
undertake paid and unpaid
placements for a period of four
to six montbhs, in law firms and
other legal environments, and
w.e are keen to develop links
with employers and increase the
number of placements we can
offer. For further information
contact Alison Calcutt, Law ’
Placement Officer, at
alison.calcutt@brunel.ac.uk
or on +44(0)1895 267093.

Are. you a health, banking or
social care professional with

experience of financial elder
abuse?

Brunel’s Institute for Ageing
Studies is involved in a project on
detecting and preventing financial
ej-lder abuse, and the team would
like to interview health, bankin
and social care professionals wh?)
have experienced or suspected at
least one case. Please email
mary.gilhooly@brunel.ac.uk for
more information.

Research on the history of
Geography at Borough Road
College

Iris Turner (a member of staff
at BRC, WLIHE and Brunel) is
preparing a book on the history
of Geography at Borough Road
College and its subsequent
manifestations from 1804-2008.
She is seeking the help of anyone
who studied or taught Geography
at any level.
Email iris.turner.1@brunel.ac.uk
or j.turner.1@btinternet.com, or
write to Iris Turner, /o School
of Sport and Education, Brunel
University, UB8 3PH.

Designplus Brand Strategy
Workshop for middle
management professionals

This hands-on and interactive
Continuous Professional
Development programme isa
one-, two- or three-day corporate
version of Brunel’s highly
successful Master’s in Design and
Branding Strategy. It combines
design skills with innovative
marketing and managing models,
and is designed for middle
management professionals
who want to update their skills
and learn innovative strategic
thinking. Bespoke and in-house
options are also available. Contact
maria.neves@designplus.org.uk.

Important advice for those
close to paying off a student
loan

Please check that your student
loan deductions end after you
finish paying off your loan, as
some students have reported that
payments continued to be made
once the loan had been paid in
full. See www.slc.co.uk.

Have you experienced the
impact of mentoring?

Stephen Smith and Kate

Darlington (Brunel Business

school) are involved in an
international project studying
the impact of mentors on

their protégés’ practices. The
researchers would like to invite
Brunel graduates to participate
in an online survey. If you are
willing to participate please email
alumni@brunel.ac.uk.
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Fundraising in 2008

www.brunelalumni.co.uk/giving

28 | BrunellNiink4@8]

standard.

Brunel University’s alumni and friends have
contributed support to the University in many areas
over the last year. Each gift is valuable and helps

us to deliver education and research of the highest

Individuals who have given back to Brunel include Professor
Peter Caws of George Washington University, USA, whose
generosity has enabled the School of Social Sciences to
support two PhD students — read about his inspirational April
lecture on the opposite page. 2002 MBA graduate Peter llori
also made a generous donation to Brunel’s new Human-
Centred Design Institute (HCDI), which conducts research into
enhancing the quality of life for those in need.

Donations have not been limited to individuals. After a
wonderful reunion at the University’s archive centre for its
partner college, Borough Road, the gathered alumni started
donations for a prize in the School of Sport and Education
to reflect the ethos of Borough Road College. Graduates of
the MSc in Engineering Design also contributed a prize to
be awarded each year to those following in their footsteps,
and this course also benefits from the generous support

of alumnus Roger Bowden and his company Niftylift, who
sponsor scholarships.

These are just a few examples of the generosity of our Alumni
family — giving back and supporting the students of today
who will make their mark in our world tomorrow.
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Tributes paid in prizes

Academia is a world that allows us
readily to pay tribute to those who have
earned our respect through excellence in
their professional careers and/or through
their contribution and service to society.

A named prize or student award,
bestowed at Graduation each year, will
typically bear the name of the person
deserving our recognition, and through
this we can honour their work and
provide an opportunity for a student to
be set apart from their peers for their
endeavour and excellence. It provides a
significant addition to a student'’s record,
giving them the edge when competing in
the world of employment.

We have enjoyed several new Prizes this
year, not least of which is the Alfred
Goodwin Prize in the School of Sport and
Education, for the PGCE student who
demonstrates ‘endeavour throughout
adversity’. Peter Goodwin has established
this Prize in memory of his father, a
Borough Road boy, with a hope that it
will set students on a path through the
many roles in school life and ultimately to
headship.

The Reverend Professor Peter Galloway
has also established a new prize in
Modern History in the School of Social
Sciences, to help launch students in their
second year of study into a stellar final
year.



How can your contribution
make a difference?

The Brunel Annual Fund has once

again been active in raising money for
scholarships and student support and the
2009 telephone fundraising campaign is
nearly upon us (see overleaf). Read on to
see how your gifts make a difference.

The Urban Scholars Programme

Brunel’s flagship scheme to increase
educational aspiration has seen
donations from across the spectrum,
from major corporations to individual
efforts. In particular, Moody's Foundation
in New York have pledged four years of
support, while PricewaterhouseCoopers
in Uxbridge raised £6,500 through a
sponsored sky-dive.

This year has also seen the launch

of scholarships at Brunel for the
Programme’s graduates, made possible
by the generosity of friends and by a
legacy. This means that we can support
the Scholars in the next stage of their
education without financial barriers
impeding their aspirations. You can read
more about the programme on page 4.

Made in Brunel

Brunel’s showcase for the very best
graduating talent in Engineering, Design
and Multimedia has received funding
from the HSBC Global Education Trust to
take the event through to at least 2010.
HSBC's support is vital to building Made
in Brunel’s profile, and to cementing
overseas links as far afield as Beijing,
Madras and the USA.

2009 will also see a new partner
come onboard. Autodesk plc,
one of the world'’s leading
companies in 2 and 3D design
software and services, are not
only supporting Made in Brunel,
but are also helping students
on campus by fitting our
computer laboratories
with their software and
facilitating access to their
education services.

Supporting students through
scholarships

It is central to all fundraising undertaken
by Brunel that money generously
donated to the University should be used
to make a difference to people’s lives. We
are very proud that the Brunel family has
helped the following causes over the last
year:

¢ The Development Scholarships
Programme has established five new
Brunel Alumni Scholarships of £6000,
within the Regional Partnerships
Programme. These will go to applicants
from our partner schools who achieve
the highest UCAS score, and who are
from a group underrepresented in
Higher Education.

¢ Support for postgraduate study
underpins the University’s commitment
to early career researchers, as
recognised in the 2008 Research
Assessment Exercise (see page 10). The
Isambard Research Scholarships for PhD
students are awarded on the basis of
academic excellence and contribution
to the University's research culture.

¢ Brunel has a proud sporting tradition
both today and formerly as Borough
Road College, and donations from
alumni of both institutions are
currently helping to support 30
athletes, with a package including
a financial award, practical support,
training and mentoring. The scheme’s
success was shown in 2008 when Sports
Scholar Montell Douglas broke the

British 100m record (see page 14).

Inaugural lecture marks new
Institute for the Environment
bursary

In December, Professor John Sumpter gave
his inaugural lecture - a remarkable event,
in that John has been employed by Brunel
University for 31 years!

The accessible and informative lecture took
the title ‘Chemicals in the environment:

are they of concern?’, and looked at the
source and impact of the chemicals found
in our drinking water. We were delighted
that members of the Worshipful Company
of Water Conservators were able to attend,
providing an opportunity to formalise the
bursary which the Company has generously
awarded to Brunel'’s Institute for the
Environment, to assist Master’s students
working on water-related dissertations.
Pictured on the left are the two students
who have shared this year’s award.

e git of understanding

(‘o
2: (a) direct (what you can say '
looking it up); (b) indirect (what
look up, or ask someone
(c) paradigmatic (the direct
lge you need in order to
ate (b) into (a); angeldl) f

Alumni Professor Peter Caws
returns to Brunel to mark
generous donation

Peter Caws, an alumnus of Acton Technical
College and now Professor of Human
Sciences at George Washington University,
returned to Brunel in April to establish
the new Peter Caws Prize in the School of
Social Sciences.

Professor Caws calls himself an ‘accidental
alumnus’, after he was taken ill while
studying at Imperial and was ‘rescued’ by
Acton, who allowed him to complete his
studies in a more welcoming time frame.
In recognition of this, he has made a
generous donation to Brunel, where his
gift will establish two new postgraduate
studentships. In his lecture, Professor Caws
explored his motives for ‘giving’ — both
physical and philosophical — interspersed
with reflections on his personal journey.
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FO rt h CO m I n All UK donations now qualify not
only for Gift Aid, but in addition,
until 31 July 2011, the Government

. . are matching all donations with
u n ra I S I n g eve n tS 2:1 funds. This means that, in real

terms, for every £1 donated we
actually get around £1.87, allowing
so much more to be achieved. To

make the most of this opportunity,
we are planning some very exciting

The 2009 Telephone Fundraising Campaign [EEEEEIPECIES

We would love to hear from you

The Development and Alumni team the best education and support available, . ) .

are very pleased to announce the so we are asking Brunel’s alumni family 3 _you LU i |nvolved. o

appointment of Laurelle Vingoe to to help. gt 9z gals T @i sx_Jp.port in

manage the University’s telephone o.ther L suc.h = Loy g_l\/,'ng us your

fundraising efforts. Laurelle has worked The Development Fund provides vital UG 2 G PN organising events.

in fundraising at Lancaster University and  Scholarships, bursaries and hardship PETELS you C,OU|d organise your

Exeter College, Oxford. support for those students who need it own fundraising VT with which
most. It also supports the provision of we would be delighted to help -

In summer 2009, Brunel’s latest telephone library and other resources as well as last year, for example, a sponsored

fundraising campaign will attempt to many other vital elements of the student skydive raised over £12,000 to

reach as many graduates as possible to experience. Our call-teams are made up support cutting edge research into

seek support for current Brunel students.  of current students, so the campaign progeria, the child aging disease.

In today’s economic climate students provides a great opportunity to catch Alternatively, you could offer an

need support as never before, as part- up with campus life. If you are called by out of the ordinary prize - a special,

time work dries up, the cost of study one of our students, we would be most ‘money-can‘t-buy’ experience to be

rises and parents become less able to grateful for your support — every gift raffled to raise funds. Email

help. At the same time, in an increasingly  makes a huge difference. janie.grover@brunel.ac.uk or
competitive job market, students need call +44 (0)1895 267774.
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The Mary Seacole
Rose

The University is very proud to be the
only higher education institution in

the UK with a building dedicated to

Mary Seacole, the pioneering nurse and
heroine of the Crimean War. It houses our
School of Health Sciences and Social Care,
and the University is launching a Mary
Seacole Fund to support students in this
area.

As part of this programme, the University,

in partnership with the Caribbean H""“‘“'-x,__
Women's l:qu'JaIity and Diversity Forum, T"‘\j-..,__]_:_‘_
will commission a rose to be named after 117
Mary. This rose will be commercially ™

available, with a percentage of the sale
price going to support the Mary Seacole
Fund’s activities at Brunel.

(ramnsmsT

More information will follow in the next
issue of Link magazine.
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Alumni events

A

With a backdrop of the City of London,
Eversheds, Brunel’s legal advisors,
provided a splendid reception in their
new offices at One Wood Street,
London, for a group of Brunel’s Law
alumni, academics, and friends of

the University. The highly successful
evening was hosted by Brunel’s
Chancellor, Lord Wakeham.

Members of our international team
recently attended the Alumni UK
Annual Ball events in Beijing, Shanghai
and Guangzhou, organised by British
Council China. The events provided

an opportunity to celebrate the
achievements of former students, share
aspirations, make new connections and
maintain links between the University, its
current students and its alumni.

v

-

Brunel
Business Executive
School Development

Executive Development at
Brunel Business School (BBS)

BBS offers a variety of Executive
Development activities, building
upon the School’s expertise

and research base. Options
include open and customised
programmes, as well as research
clubs, conferences featuring
high-profile industry and BBS
speakers and an accelerated
Business Performance Programme
for entrepreneurs. For more
information and the full range of
programmes, see
www.brunel.ac.uk/executive.
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Brunel Alumna of the
Year 2009

To provide our first award,
a vote was taken amongst
a group of Brunel staff and
alumni in regular contact
with the University. We are
delighted to announce that
Heather Fell (Physiotherapy,
2004) will be our first
recipient.

Heather (pictured left) won
a silver medal at the 2008
Olympics Games in Beijing.
She is currently ranked
fourth in the world and is
the highest-ranked British
pentathlete. The Award is a
recognition of her fabulous
success at the Olympics and
her ongoing close support of
the University, acting as a role
model for current students.

To read Heather’s thought’s
thoughts on her Olympic
experience see page 14.

Brunel University Alumnus of the Year

Brunel has always acknowledged
the achievements of its alumni and
many of our past students have
been awarded Honorary Degrees
and Honorary Fellowships.

Brunel

UNIVERSITY

WEST LONDON
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We are very pleased to announce a new
award for Brunel alumni. Each year

we will invite nominations from staff,
graduates, students and members of the
university community to nominate an
alumnus who studied at Brunel University
or one of its associated colleges. The
nominee must have shown either:

e ongoing commitment to the
University;

suitability as a role model for
students and fellow alumni;

success in their professional career;

e significant community involvement
or heroism.

Calls for nominations will have a deadline
date of 30 September and will be made
through the Brunel Link magazine, the
Brunel Alumni website, IntraBrunel (the
University intranet news pages) and
through current Brunel student networks.

The Award panel will make their decision
by the end of October and the Alumnus
of the Year will be presented with their
award at the degree ceremonies the
following July.

Nominations and citations should be sent
to Sue Curley, Head of Alumni Relations,
Brunel University, Uxbridge UB8 3PH to
reach us by 30 September 2009.




