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WELCOME FROM 
THE HEAD OF 
DEVELOPMENT AND 
ALUMNI RELATIONS

BRUNEL SUPPORTS 
UKRAINIANS IN  
WEST LONDON
This year, thousands of Ukrainians were left fleeing conflict with very little and found themselves in the 
UK. Brunel stepped up to offer English classes to those based in the local area, and help individuals and 
families adapt to life in the UK. 

Brunel provided the lessons, school supplies and a laptop free of charge, so each student was able to make 
the most of their teaching. For those that already had strong English skills but needed to search for work, 
with the support of donors and businesses, we offered them tech equipment and support to enable them to 
search for employment and rebuild their life in the UK. 

Here are a few messages from our Ukrainian students:

OLGA
I am so happy with this laptop it makes such a 
difference. I have been studying using my phone so 
it is so so useful, I will make a lot of use of it.  
Thank you very much.

TETIANA
I very appreciate your help, thank you so much! 
I’m so happy that I have an opportunity to learn 
with this laptop. It’s a great chance to improve my 
English skills and to find a job in the future.

HALYNA
My name is Halyna and I am from Ukraine. Thank 
you very much for your help to Ukrainians! It is so 
valuable for us! The laptops are already helping us 
learn English. Thank you very, very much!

ANNA
Thank you so much for helping me out with the 
laptop and other little gifts! Also thank you to the 
donors! I’m using it right now it’s very useful!  
Thank you a lot!

INNA
My name is Inna from Ukraine. A few days ago you 
sent us a Chromebook. I would like to thank you and 
your colleagues for helping Ukrainians like me and 
my sister. We are grateful. Thank you very much.

Dear Friends and Supporters, 

I am delighted to share you with the latest edition of Your Impact, 
detailing the fantastic ways your support has touched the students 
and whole Brunel campus community in 2020-2022. As we have 
welcomed a new cohort of students to our busy campus this term, we 
feel very optimistic about the year ahead. I would like to extend my 
special thanks to all of you who have donated time, funds, and efforts 
so generously to help Brunel University London remain a vibrant and 
welcoming institution for all.

In this report, we want to share with you the difference you have 
made on the lives of our students in their own words. On page 7, our 
talented sports scholars detail the ways in which support and funding 
allow them to succeed in their highly competitive fields. On page 9, 
some of our best and brightest Women in STEM scholars speak about 
the life-changing opportunities the chance to travel to the UK and 
study at Brunel has given them. Finally, on page 11, we share the ways 
in which we are striving to make Brunel sustainable by developing 
innovative greening initiatives on campus. 

A special thanks to the many individuals and organisations who have 
provided financial support throughout 2020-22. The donations you 
have made these past few years have supported students at Brunel 
as they coped with challenging circumstances and allowed them to 
succeed in academics, sport, and as leaders for our community. On 
page 15, you will find information about the new funds and initiatives 
we are launching in the next year to ensure we can continue to 
transform lives through education.

Thank you once again for everything you do to support Brunel and 
our amazing students. I hope you enjoy reading about your incredible 
impact on the whole campus community and beyond.

With best wishes,

Kirsty Smith
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BACK TO BRUNEL:  
WE WELCOME STUDENTS 
AND STAFF BACK TO OUR 
VIBRANT CAMPUS
While the last few years have been heavily affected by the pandemic, 
this summer it was wonderful to see our campus coming back to 
life and being the welcoming and vibrant space that our students 
deserve. The highlight was the return of our in-person graduation 
ceremonies, which were held over two weeks with 20 ceremonies in 
July. The whole university staff, academics, student ambassadors and 
community rallied together to make this undertaking a great success 
despite the complicated logistics and the record-breaking heat.

Over eight days we awarded more than 7,000 graduates from 2020, 
2021 and the academic year just gone; we recognised 18 honorary 
graduates and 13 honorary fellows; we welcomed 17,000 parents, 
families and friends; and we poured 27,000 celebratory drinks to 
toast the special occasion. Alongside everything that was happening 
on campus, we’ve had nearly 40,000 views of our livestreams and 
ceremony recordings.

Vice Chancellor and President Andrew Jones celebrated this success in 
a message to Brunel staff: 

“Graduation marked a significant moment as the pandemic recedes 
(and hopefully continues to). It highlighted for me the strength of 
Brunel’s community and the joy of our graduating students being on 
campus in what is for them a special place. It has emphasised to me 
what we must capture for our students coming back next year... we 
know the campus experience provides our students with more than just 
an education – it supports collaboration, it helps friendships grow, and 
it improves outcomes.”

This term, our staff and academics are keenly focused on supporting 
all students back on campus as they return to learning, living and 
socialising at Brunel. While many staff will continue to work remotely 
and in person in a hybrid way, the visibility of staff and ability of 
students to access on-campus support whenever they might need it is 
the priority for this academic year. 

Alumni, friends and guests are once again invited to campus to 
connect with us and remain part of our campus community. If you 
would like to arrange a visit or a campus tour, please get in touch with 
us at alumni@brunel.ac.uk. We look forward to welcoming you back 
to Brunel this year! 
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BRUNEL SPORTS 
SCHOLARSHIPS  
LEAD TO SUCCESS  
IN COMPETITION 
Our sport scholarships headline our elite student sport package offering funding and on-campus support 
to our very best student athletes.

Competitive athletes coming to study at Brunel can receive sport scholarships to help with competition 
expenses, accommodation, mentoring and receive free use of our sports facilities. With your generous 
donations, our programmes benefit those students from a world-class performance level competing at an 
international level through to English Schools Champions. Two of our current Sports Scholars share the 
impact of your support on their sporting success:

THEO ADESINA, ATHLETICS 
Course: Sport & Exercise Science with Business Studies
What scholarship have you received? 
I have received a scholarship award, which meant I was able to 
access gym use and track for free, this is very helpful as I don’t have 
to worry about paying for these and could just train. I’ve also been 
given branded Brunel kit to show I am a scholar of the university. 

What have been the benefits of receiving this scholarship support, 
financial and otherwise? 
The key benefit of the support has meant I haven’t had to worry 
about paying for any of this and I’m able to just train and focus on 
my university work and course work. Especially over the last two 
years with Covid, being able to not worry about my athletics has 
been a great plus for me and my team and family support.

What has the scholarship allowed you to achieve during your 
studies that you otherwise wouldn’t have been able to? 
The scholarship has allowed me to fully dive into the multi-event life. 
As a decathlete I have a heavy training load and being a scholar as 
really allowed me to train fully. I was thrilled to achieve a silver at the 
indoor senior level multi-event championship early this year in my 
first competition back from Covid. As well as this, I gained an event 
to the prestigious UK Senior Championship held in Manchester, and 
this was a great step forward for me and my team - it meant that I 
was acknowledged as one of the best in the country for my event.

What are your goals for the future? 
Once I’m done with university, my short-term goal is to gain more 
experience within the business side of sport and continue with 
my sport. In the long term I would like to own my own sporting 
business like a coaching set up. I would also love to come back to 
the university and give back in any way possible. To find out more about our sports scholarship programme, please visit Sports Scholarships Programme 

2022/23 | Brunel University London and Brunel Sports Scholarship Fund – Brunel University

JESS HOPKINS, ATHLETICS 
Course: Business and Economics Finance BSc
Why did you choose to study at Brunel and why would you 
recommend Brunel to others? 
Brunel was my first choice of university as I had previously been 
to Brunel for training, and therefore knew they had excellent 
facilities. Also, the fact that everything was on campus or very 
close by, meant that training alongside studying was going to be 
easier. Another factor in my decision was the Sports Scholarship 
Programme that Brunel offers, I knew this was something that would 
help massively with my training needs.

What have been the benefits of receiving this scholarship support, 
financial and otherwise? 
One of the biggest benefits of the scholarship support is free access 
to the gym and the Indoor Athletics Centre. This takes away a lot of 
the financial stress of training and means that I can use the facilities 
whenever I need to. I have also been successful enough to win 2 
British Universities & Colleges Sport (BUCS) medals and therefore 
have received monetary rewards as well, due to the scholarship. 
These rewards were very gratefully received and used to buy things 
like new sports clothing, equipment and bulks of protein bars, things 
that I otherwise would not have been able to afford to buy for 
myself. The last benefit has been the access to parking on campus, 
this has made it much easier for training, competing and just 
everyday uni life.

What’s been the highlight of your Brunel journey so far? 
BUCS indoor has been the biggest highlight as it was the first time 
actually being with the rest of the Brunel athletes in the team, due 
to covid restrictions and not being able to do many socials. It was 
also my first BUCS competition and first BUCS medal so it was a 
great experience overall!

What are your goals for the future? 
My biggest goal at the moment is to compete for Great Britain in 
the future.  
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BRITISH COUNCIL 
SCHOLARSHIPS LEAD TO 
GLOBAL OPPORTUNITIES 
Brunel is proud to support the British Council Scholarship for Women in STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Maths). We were able to offer a number of scholarships for female students from the 
East Asia region to study at Brunel with tuition fees, a stipend, travel and more fully funded. Hear from 
our current scholarship students about their work and the impact of scholarship support:

What attracted you to Brunel University London?

Dr Nikita Singh,  
MSc Public Health & Health Promotion:  
I think there are basically two main reasons why I 
chose Brunel University. The most important one is 
the programme and curriculum which was superior 
to most of the competing universities in the UK 
and the second is the academic reputation in the 
university ranking that Brunel holds, it’s among the 
top 500 universities in the world. These are the two 
main reasons which made me choose Brunel.

Nashrah Mustafa,  
MSc Disease Mechanisms & Therapeutics:  
In addition to the cutting-edge labs and facilities, 
the programme Disease Mechanisms & Therapeutics 
includes scientific communication as a module 
which I believe is essential in communicating your 
scientific ideas to a wide range of people and this 
I believe is an important skill for a person from 
the scientific community. When I first got to know 
that I have been selected for the scholarship, I 
was overwhelmed with joy and excitement, and it 
was indeed a matter of pride and honour. At the 
same time, I was feeling a little anxious about the 
implications and the next steps, perhaps this was 
because I have never been away from my family 
for a very long time. But of course, it took me a few 
days to get adjusted to the Brunel life and I felt like a 
part of the community in no time.

What has the scholarship enabled you to do?

Faryal Tariq,  
MSc Public Health & Health Promotion: 
So, without the scholarship I wouldn’t have had the 
opportunity to reside in this amazing country on 
my own, step out of my comfort zone and develop 
myself as an individual as well as a professional. 
Adapt to a new social environment interact with 
globally acclaimed scientists from my field. I further 
learned to think beyond the traditional lines, to 

discover innovative ways to fight cancer by the 
leading academics in one of the most scientifically 
motivated countries.

The biggest lesson for me is, I learned that no matter 
how much apprehension you have, if you take that 
step, you can learn a lot about yourself, the self-
reliance and the ability to multitask. I worked as 
well and then I studied, and I had to do everything 
by myself. This scholarship enabled me to explore 
a different part of life, I came here on my own and 
I was being able to live comfortably and get this 
degree that I wanted. But also, I had that support 
whether it was financial, emotional, and I was not 
just rushed into a thing. I felt like I was being taken 
care of.

What advice would you give others who want  
to study at Brunel and apply for a British  
Council Scholarship?

Sheikh Anushe,  
MSc Disease Mechanisms & Therapeutics:  
I think to all women I would like to say that you 
have to identify what actually makes you happy, 
you have to set your goals right – like a career in 
STEM. I think you have to give these goals enough 
importance and I think you shouldn’t be thinking you 
know because you are a woman you wouldn’t be 
able to attain something. I think this whole journey, 
the whole experience made me identify a lot of 
things about myself that I did not before the whole 
international student experience here. It helped me 
grow as a person.
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GREEN CAMPUS UPDATES 
Brunel University London is committed to reducing its impact on the environment and in January 2020 
the University declared a climate change emergency, and re-stated its commitment to research to support 
sustainability and tackling global challenges.

The University acknowledges it is responsible for continually improving its environmental performance, 
preventing pollution and protecting the environment at all levels. For more information, please see our 
pages on Environment & Sustainability (brunel.ac.uk)

STAFF GARDEN PARTY HIGHLIGHTS OUR SUSTAINABLE CAMPUS
In June, the first in-person garden party in several years took place on campus, giving all staff a 
chance to relax, socialise, and celebrate the return to campus. Colleagues from across campus enjoyed 
a scorching midsummer’s day, with wonderful food and drinks from our on-campus caterers Taste 
Kingdom and yummy cakes, cookies from our Brunel Bake Off contenders.

Nine teams got together before the party to take on our scavenger hunt to find out about the 
sustainability initiatives around campus. The party also showcased the great sustainable initiatives used 
in our catering:

70%  
of the 

sandwiches 
were  

vegan or 
vegetarian

Locally 
sourced 

strawberries 
were dipped 
in fair trade  

white 
chocolate

Spent 
coffee 

grounds 
were used  

in the 
baking 
of the 

brownies 

Bags of 
coffee 

grounds 
were 

available  
to take 

home and 
use as 

fertiliser 
and slug 
repellent 

The  
chutney  

was 
homemade, 

using 
leftover 

vegetables 
and fruit

The 
smoothie 

bike  
made  

37 
smoothies 
by pedal 
power

Many thanks to colleagues in Catering, Commercial Services, Communications, Digital Media and 
Technology, Distribution Centre and Estates who worked hard to put the party on.

TWO SUSTAINABILITY AWARDS FOR CHARTWELLS
The Chartwells Universities team scooped the double and took home two Footprint Awards this year for 
Economic Sustainability and Sustainability in Education (2022 and 2020).

Sustainability is an integral part of how Chartwells operate as a catering business and it has been at 
the heart of their new operating model, providing consumers with the ultimate convenience through 
ordering what they want, when they want it.

Since its launch in September, the new ghost kitchen operating model has enabled the catering team at 
Brunel to reduce food waste by an astonishing 33% through moving from batch cooking to a cooked-
to-order model with meals only prepared when ordered via our food and drink ordering app or kiosks. 
This not only provides our consumer with a fresh, high-quality meal but it allows us to control our food 
waste and support the planet.

A huge congratulations to the Chartwells Universities team for successfully launching the new operating 
model, providing our consumers with a speedy and delicious offer whilst also helping the planet at the 
same time.
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Mohammed 
Abdalla
Michael Abiola
Hozefa Adamji
Natalie 
Ademakinwa
Basirat Adeyemi
Ngozi Adigwe
Timothy Adlam
Ade Afuwape
Lloyd Agbandje
Shuhal Ahmed
Sumyiah Ahmed
Sanna Ahsan
Ajibola Ajayi
Mary Albury
Lisa Alderton
Reza Ali
Nimo Ali
Venilia Amorim
Kyle Anderson-
Brooks
Natalie Andrew
Joan Andrews
Samira Anwar 
Bhatti
Manzoor Arain
Haroon Arif
Annie Arnett
Richard Arnold
Godfrey Asare
Consolate Asea
Stewart Atkins
Bilyaminu Auwal
John Bacon
Derek Bailey
Richard Bailey
Craig Baisden
Gillian Baker
Paul Baker
Balbir Bakhshi
Amarpreet Bal
Venelin Baldzhiev
Alun Ball
Steve Barke
Natasha Barker
Katherine Barnby
Colin Barnes
Simon Barnes
Anita Barzey

Nesta Basterfield
Wayne Bayley
Robert Beaumont
Simon Bedding
Mergime Behrami
Abdellatif Belhaj
Sean Belton
Sam Bennett
Paul Benson
Morris Bentata
Peter Bentley
Ian Beth
Leena Bharadia
Bhupinder Bhogal
Charlotte Bird
Stephen Blackburn
Roger Blake
Timothy Blick
Michael Blower
Christopher 
Bloxham
Shahin Bolourchi
Keith Bonham
Samantha 
Boorman
Richard Booys
David Boswell
Catherine Bowyer
Lynda Bradford
Katherine Bradley
Margaret Brady
Hazel Braithwaite
Brent Brazer
Samuel Brinkley
Nicholas Brown
Susan Buckland
Jessica Burke-
Peters
David Burnett
Stephen Burrows
Kelly Burwood
Colin Bussey, 
BTech MIET
Roger Byrne
Mohamed Cabia
Emily Cairnes
Jasveer Chana
Charlene Charity
Yun-Hong Cheng
Faizah Choudhury

Austin Christer
Margaret Clapson
Nigel Clark
Jonathan Clarke
Michael Clarke
Christopher 
Cleaver
Polly Collingridge
David Collins
Michael Cousins
Thomas Coy
Pauline Cramp
Denis Craxton
Simin Cullen
Stephen Czapko
Solveig D’Aloya
Herbert Daly
Sean D’Arcy
Abigail Darko
Smriti Datta
Jerneva Davis- 
Cowell
Jane Dawson
Elizabeth Day
Rafael De Oliveira 
Cortina
Marcella Denis
Salih Derya
Inder Dhaliwal
Ashan 
Dharmakirthi
Harwinder Dhillon
Kunal Dhokia
Sabrina Dodds
Rupa Dodhia
John Donnithorne
Patrick Doolan
Eugene Dooley
Paul Duncan
Sylleita Duncan
Tracey Duncan
Jasmine During
Nicholas Dutton
Glen Dwyer
Guy Easterbrook
Bonaventure 
Egenti
Alexander 
Eichhorn
Mark Eidem

David Ellis
Christopher 
Emmett
Bernadine Evaristo
Jennifer Ewens
Olaitan Fanimokun
Peter Farley
Tobias Farrance
Jonathan 
Farrington
Tanveer Fazel
Paul Fenton
Chris Fenwick
Simon Ferguson
Felicity Finburgh
Alison Finlay
Alexander 
Finlayson
Isobel Fisher
Zephaniah Flynn
Iona Foster
Daudi Frederick-
Cato
William French
Christopher 
Fribbens
John Fulwood
Chiu Fung
Lyn Gale
Eduardo Gallego
Peter Galloway, 
OBE
Vanja Garaj
Peter Garwood
Natalie Gebler
Anthony Genge
Manjit Gill
Janice Gill
Damian Gilmartin
Lisa Gobio-lamin
Michael 
Gooderham
Philip Gore
John Gray
Eric Greenacre
Meir Greenfeld
Naomi Grey
Stephen Gulliver
Kaushik Gupta
Milan Gurung

Claire Guy
Paul Hadley
James Halstead
Andrew Harker
Richard Harris
Jonathan Hart
Keith Hartnell
Terry Hawthorn
Bai-Ou He
Peter Heald
Vipon Heer
Robert Hemmings
Jade Henderson
Lucy Hickey
Timothy Higham
Michael Hill
Harry Hill
Kishan Hirani
Maurice Hoffman
Christopher 
Howard
Andrew Howard
Helen Howard-
Spink
Nigel Hoyle
John Huard
Richard Hucker
Christopher Hunter
Syed Husain
Amna Hussain
Yameen Hussain
Emily Hutson
David Iddiols
Waqas Iqbal
Charles Itauma
Ivelina Ivanova
Azadeh Jafar 
Nezhad
Ross Janes
Zeenat Jeelani
Paul Jeffels
Julian Jeyasingh 
Jacob
Jagpal Jheeta
Caidian Johnson
Michelle Johnson
David Jones
Nina Joseph
Val Joseph-
Ormerod

DONOR ROLL 2020–2022
A huge thank you to all those that donated to support Brunel!

Moussa Kaloga
Pritpal Kalsi
Fedor Karetnikov
Anna Karetnikova
Bashar Karoomi
Laolu Karunwi
Gavin Kenning
Ganesh Khatri
Sinead Kheejoo
Naresh Khutan
Liana Khutsiyan
Jennifer Killick
Les Killick
Ginette Kilroy
Ian King
Marilyn Kirby
Katherine Kirk
Philip Koomen
Violet Lake
Nathan Lambert
Denley Lane
Jaimen Lathia
Stuart Law
Jenny Le
Philip Lelliott
Shelley Lewis
Arthur Lewis
Greg Lindsell
Matthew Lines
Matthew Linley
Theresa Lisk
Raghavan 
Loganayagam
Michael Loizou-
Christodoulou
Robert Ludeks
Matthew Lunt
Christopher 
Luscombe
Petra Luspayova
Mark Lynch
Rizwaan Maan
Gerald Maber
Leonard Macsadjo
Mary Maidment
Mashall Mankani
Balla Marah
Wendy Maraj
Roderick Marsden
John Martin
James Marwick
Geoffrey Marx
Mary-Claire Mason
Niall McDonagh

Stephen McGill
Moira McGrath
Stefan McLaren
Tony McMurray
Helen Mcnamara
Temitope Medupin
Simon Mills
Saira Mohammed
Simon Morhall
Stephen Moss
Sarah Moulton
Ronald Moyes
Ann Munro
Helen Murphy
Bernard Murphy
Lucy Mwangi
Catherine Nadkarni
Mostafa Nasim
Sukin Natarajan
Jonathan 
Naughton-Green
Mohammed 
Nayheem-Al-Din
Tendayi Ndoro
Neil Nerva
Peter Newman
Daniel Nicdao
Ngozi Njoku
Ifechukwu 
Nnatuanya
Peter James 
Nobleza
Pauline Nolan
Martin Norman
Timothy Nottidge
Jennifer Numao-
Henriques
Frank Nyame-
Asiamah
Smita Odedra
Yagnesh Odhavji
Julius Odoh
Helen O’Kelly
Modupe 
Ologundudu
Brian O’Neill, QC
Anthony 
Onwuama
David Orr
Abdul-Rahim 
Osman
Phillip Owen
Viraj Oza
Sandra Palladino
James Pallot

Umang Panchal
Rajiv Pandya
Maria Papacosta
Alfa Parkar
Amjad Parkar
Yatish Parmar
Gloria Parnell
Tamara Parsons
Alex Paszkiewicz
Vimal Patel
Meera Patel
Jayshill Patel
Mayur Patel
Julie Pathansali
Julie Patterson
Shirley Patterson
Janette Patterson
Kurtis Patterson
Tony Pattison
Gavin Pearson
Allen Peppitt
Ogorchukwu 
Peters
Andrew Pinder
Michael Pineda
Mark Piney
John Pirog
Michael Pover
Roger Powell
Gajan Premkumar
Richard Preston
Ammad Qazi
Mohammed 
Rafique
Muhitur Rahman
Parveen Rahman
Ajay Rai
Swarnim Rai
Girish Rambaran
Charles Rea
Hibah Rehman
Mayassa Reip
Jasdeep Riarh
Andrew Rimmer
Nicholas Roberts
Frances Robertson
Stephen Roebuck
Paul Rumsby
Akash Ruparelia
Samuel Rust
Pamela Sakyi
Fatia Salaam
Nigel Sampford
Gurbinder Samra

Paul Sargent
Shahid Sarwar
Gurvinder 
Satschdewa
Michael Saunders
Philip Scott
Christine Sculfor
Mumuni Seini
Bhavna Sharma
Rajinder Sharma
Anthony Sharpe
John Shepherd
Julia Shorey
Jobanjeet Singh
Manpreet Singh 
Sewak
Moira Slack
Alexander Small
Philip Smith
Marilyn Smith
Lionel Smith
Sarah Southerton
David Spafford
Jatinder Spall
John Spicer
Steven Spicer
Dominique 
Stafford
Nicholas Stapleton
Harry Stasi
Peter 
Steckelmacher
Daniel-Lee Stevens
Christopher Stott
Simon Swizinski
Ehsaan Syed
Mohsin Syed
David Tagoe
Enrico Tawiah 
Kwabena
Lesley Taylor
Adrian Taylor
Howard Tee
Katarzyna Teofilak
Suzanne Thompson
Kirsta Thumm
Lauren Thurley
David Thwaites
Carolyn Tiffin
Roderick 
Timmerman
John Tinsley
Patricia Tiwalade-
soyemi
John Truscott

Nicholas Try
Emil Tschepp
Nisha Tulcidas
Christopher Turner
Paul Turner
Graham Tyack
Velauthampillai 
Umashanger
Lilianne 
Underdown
Claire Villaruel
Keith Vincett
Shashank Virmani
Derek Wakeford
David Walch
Colin Walker
Anthony Wall
Rebecca Walters
Alexandria Walters
Kit Wan
Nicola Warnes
Faisal Wasswa
Mandy Watters
Keith Watts
Marshel 
Weerakone
Sylvia Weir
Martin Welton
Suzanne West
Hilary Whale
David Wheeler
Gordon Whickman
Mark White
Danylo Wilczynski
Mark Wilding
Ruth Wilkie
John Williams
Michael Wills
Ian Wood
Joanna Woodford
Eoin Woods
Paul Yates
Niftylift
The Worshipful 
Company of Water 
Conservators
Heathrow 
Community Fund
Wolfson Foundation
Santander 
Universities
Moody’s 
Foundation
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FUNDING THE FUTURE: 
GIVING DAY AND  
NEW FUNDS 
Every year we fundraise to make a difference to the lives of those in need. This year, we are highlighting 
two new funds, PhD Scholarships for Black Doctoral Researchers and Academics at Risk Sanctuary 
Scholarships, as well as our existing Global Opportunities Fund and Student Hardship Fund. 

PHD SCHOLARSHIPS FOR BLACK DOCTORAL RESEARCHERS 
Across the sector, the pipeline between undergraduate and post-graduate research for Black British 
students is broken. At undergraduate level, nearly 6% of students are Black or mixed Black heritage, 
however just 1.2% of nearly 20,000 PhDs funded between 2016 and 2018 went to Black students. The 
growth in numbers since then has been so small that it would take a century to see participation in 
postgraduate research reach the same as undergraduate level.

With just 1% of UK Professors are Black, something is not right. We want to help address this significant 
underrepresentation in postgraduate research and develop a more inclusive pipeline for future academics 
and University leaders through a new funding opportunity for UK Black or mixed Black heritage applicants 
to study at PhD level.

SANCTUARY SCHOLARSHIPS 
Around the world, people start their academic careers with big 
ambitions of building their knowledge to help others and support 
local and global development. For some, this experience gets stopped 
in its tracks because of persecution, violence and conflict. Brunel is 
committed to working with the Council for Academics at Risk (CARA) 
to help at least one academic each year that is in immediate danger, 
to continue their work in safety.

In order to support one student at PhD level, it will cost £66,000. 
With the scale of the crisis in Afghanistan, CARA received almost 700 
applications in in the first month of 2022 from academics in immediate 
danger. With recent events in Ukraine, this number has jumped again. 
There are hundreds of individuals fleeing war zones and oppressive 
regimes and we want to offer a sanctuary where an academic can 
advance their knowledge, expand their skillset and build support 
networks, with the hope that when the moment comes, they are 
equipped to return to their home country and help re-build society.
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STAY CONNECTED

RE-CONNECT
Re-discover old 
friendships, reminisce 
with classmates and 
find out about our 
reunion events.

GET AHEAD
Seek a mentor, access 
free resources, grow your 
professional network 
and enhance your career 
opportunities with 
access to over 7,500 
Brunel alumni.

PAY IT FORWARD
Give back and enhance 
your professional 
volunteering experience 
through mentoring, 
offering advice or 
providing employment 
opportunities.

GETTING STARTED
Registration only takes a 
few minutes using your 
email address, LinkedIn 
or Facebook profile. For 
use on the move, you 
can also download the 
free mobile app.

Disclaimer: Although we have made every effort to ensure that the information in this magazine was correct at the time of going to press, the authors and publisher do not assume and hereby 
disclaim any liability to any party for any loss, damage or disruption caused by errors or omissions, whether such errors or omissions result from negligence, accident, or any other cause. Any 
views expressed in the magazine are those of the writers and interviewees and do not necessarily reflect those of Brunel University London. Any tips included are offered in good faith but do 
not constitute advice. Individuals should still seek professional advice that is tailored to their own circumstances before taking action.
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Add us on 
LinkedIn:

bruneluniversity 
london

Like us on 
Facebook:
/brunelalumni

Join us on 
Instagram:

@brunelalumni

Follow us on 
Twitter:

@brunelalumni 

Join the official Brunel Alumni Network platform 
brunelalumni.com

http://www.brunelalumni.com

