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Welcome to Brunel Language Centre
Thank you for choosing to study your English course at Brunel Language
Centre. On behalf of all our team, I would like to extend a warm welcome
to you.
We are committed to providing you with high quality teaching as well as
an enjoyable social programme and orientation to help you adapt to
studying and living in the UK.
Brunel Language Centre has been a part of Brunel University London
since 2005, and studying at Brunel offers you a modern, dynamic,
campus-based university in a very convenient location.
The Language Centre is a very friendly and supportive place to study.
We are committed to providing a caring learning environment, providing
you with the personal attention you need to enable you to make the
most of your study. By working closely together, we are confident you
will be able to achieve the results you need to progress onto your future
academic studies.
We look forward to seeing you soon at Brunel Language Centre.

Sally Trevor
Director, Brunel Language Centre
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Studying English at Brunel Language Centre
Structure and Content
Your course will consist of:
•

19 hours classroom teaching per week (please note
classes may be scheduled any time between 9am - 5pm)

•

1 personal tutorial per week

•

At least 10 hours of self-study per week

Your classes will include study of:
•

Research skills

•

Academic Writing

•

Presentation skills

•

Listening and Note-taking

•

Seminar skills

•

Reading skills

•

Grammar and Vocabulary development
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Studying English at Brunel Language Centre
Course Assessment
At the end of the programme all students will sit the Brunel
English Language Test (BrunELT). This will assess your
Reading, Writing, Listening and Speaking skills. You will receive
a score for each component and an overall score.

Progression
To progress onto your academic course at Brunel you will need
to achieve the level of English specified in your academic offer.
You will need to meet both the minimum overall and
component scores in order to pass the Pre-sessional course.
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Studying English at Brunel Language Centre
Your class
On your first day, we will ask you to take a placement test. This is a
short test to help us to place you in the most suitable study group,
with other students at a similar level to you. You will study in a class
of approximately 14 students or fewer, and may have 1 or 2 class
teachers. Later in your course, you may study in different groups for
classes specific to your academic course.

Our Study Environment
In line with the rest of Brunel University, Brunel Language Centre is
a co-educational, equal opportunities institution. This means that
men and women work together without regard to gender, age,
sexuality, disability, religion, race or culture. You will find that as a
student you will work with a wide range of people. We will expect
you to work with them respectfully as equals as you would in the
mainstream of the University environment here at Brunel.
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Studying English at Brunel Language Centre

What we expect of you
The aim of your English course is to enable you to meet, and hopefully exceed, the English Language
requirements of your chosen academic course. You will only achieve this if you fully commit to the
programme of study. You should attend all classes and complete all self-study and homework assignments.

What you can expect of us
We will ensure you have the highest quality programme and teaching, designed to ensure you are as well
prepared as possible for your academic studies at Brunel. We will support you throughout your English
studies and make sure that you are always aware of what you need to do to reach your target and beyond.
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Pre-Arrival Checklist
If No, go to
Page9
Have you received your CAS statement to apply for your
TIER 4 visa?

Page9

Have you applied for your TIER 4 visa?

Page11

Have you paid your course deposit or submitted your
sponsorship letter?

Page12

Have you paid your tuition fees in full?

Page12

Have you organised your accommodation?

Page14 -16

If you are staying on campus, have you informed the
Accommodation office of the date and time of your arrival?

Page14

Have you planned how to travel from the airport to the
University or your off campus accommodation?

Page18

Have you completed your online enrolment?

Page19

Have you printed a campus map for when you arrive?

Page21

If you have ticked Y ES to all of these questions, you are almost ready to start your
English Course. You should still read through this guide to ensure everything is clear. If
you have any questions please get in touch. Email us at languagecentre@brunel.ac.uk
Brunel University London
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Your Offer of a Place on the Course
Please read your Language Centre offer letter carefully. If you have a COND I T I ONAL offer, that means
we still need something more from you, such as a copy of your passport, your £1000 tuition deposit, or
your 'evidence of previous study' form. Please send any remaining items to us as soon as possible.
Once we have everything we need, your offer is made UNCOND I T I ONAL. Once your offer is
unconditional, we can issue the CAS statement you need for your Tier 4 visa application.

Brunel University London
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Your Visa
If you are an international student coming to study in the UK
for an English course, it is likely you will need a T I ER 4
student visa.
Please note:
•

We do not recommend the use of the Short Term Study
visa, as this cannot be renewed within the UK, which may
cause delays when transferring onto a future course.
Please note that this type of visa is not acceptable for
entry onto any Pre-sessional course ending in May or
September.

•

A T I ER 4 visa issued for another university in the UK will not be suitable for enrolment, even if it is
has not yet expired.

If you are an international student who already holds permission to study in the UK through an
alternative type of visa e.g. spouse visa, please email us with a copy of your current visa so we can
confirm it is suitable for enrolment.
If you are a European Union or EEA national, you can enter the UK and study without a visa.
Brunel University London
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Applying for your TIER 4 Visa
• When should I apply for my visa? You should apply for your visa as soon as you receive your CAS.
Please do not delay. It can take up to 4 weeks to process a visa at busy times of year.
• Do I need a CAS letter to apply for my visa? No, your Unconditional offer/CAS email is sufficient.
• Will I be called for a visa interview?

You might be. Visa applicants are chosen at random to be

interviewed before a visa can be issued. If you are called for interview, you will be asked questions
about your choice of course, your choice of university and your future plans. The questions could be
about your English course or your next academic course.
• How do I apply for my visa?

Follow the instructions at www.ukvisas.gov.uk. If you have a specific

problem, you can contact the Brunel Immigration Team: admissions.immigration@brunel.ac.uk
• What should I do if my visa is d elayed ? Let us know at languagecentre@brunel.ac.uk. Please note, if
you are more than one week late, you may not be allowed to enrol on the course.
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Paying your Tuition Fees
Students are asked to pay a tuition deposit of £1000 in order to receive a CAS or Unconditional
offer letter.
If you are a government/company sponsored student, you must send us a copy of your Sponsorship letter,
before a CAS can be issued. The sponsorship letter must show the tuition fees and course dates.
There are three ways you can pay our fees before you arrive:

• Online payment
www.brunel.ac.uk/about/pay. Once a payment has been made, please email the receipt to
languagecentre@brunel.ac.uk so that we can update your CAS statement.

• Bank Transfer
Bank Address: HSBC, PO Box 41, High Street, Uxbridge, Middlesex, UK, UBS 1BY

Account name: Brunel University

Sort code: 40-45-08

Swift code: HBUKGB4109L

lban number: GB53HBUK40450801478230

Account number: 01478230

• Bank Draft/Personal Cheque
Cheques/Bank Draft must be in Pounds Sterling (GBP) and made payable to BRUNEL UNIVERSI TY. You
should write your name and student number on the back. Please note that traveller's cheques are no
longer accepted.

Brunel University London
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Brunel Language Centre Finance Policy

• Payment deadline £1000 tuition deposit payment is due a minimum of
4 weeks prior to the start date of the English Language Course. Full
tuition fees must be paid on or before the date of enrolment. Enrolment
will not be permitted until tuition fees have been paid in full.
• Withdrawal If you withdraw part-way through the course, no refund will
be given.
• Refunds I f you are not able to enrol due to a visa refusal or for medical
reasons, a refund can be given only if evidence provided.
• Deferrals If you wish to defer your offer of a place, any deposit paid will
be carried forward to the new course.

Brunel University London
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Your Accommodation (On Campus)
I t is your responsibility to arrange accommodation
BEFORE you travel to the UK. Even if it is not possible to
find a permanent place before you travel, you should
ALWAYS ensure you have accommodation arranged for
the first few nights.
•

On Campus Accommodation on campus is in Halls of
Residence. There is a choice of en-suite (with your
own bathroom or standard (shared bathroom
rooms. There are also a small number of studio flats
for co-habiting couples in a relationship. All on
campus rooms are in high demand and it is important
that you apply as early as possible. For courses
beginning between October and May, there is limited
availability and you may have to go onto a waiting list
for a room.

Brunel University London
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Your Accommodation (On Campus)
•

How to apply You should apply for your accommodation
as soon as you receive your English course offer. You can
apply online at:
www.brunel.ac.uk/services/accommodation/apply/prospec
tive-international-students

•

Date of Arrival You must inform the Accommodation
Office of the date and time of your arrival. They will
arrange for your keys to be at your Hall of Residence or at
the Security Office (for out of working hours arrivals). You
can email them at: bac@brunel.ac.uk

Brunel University London
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Your Accommodation (Off Campus)
Off campus This is an agreement with a private landlord for a house,
flat or room in a shared house. For further information please see our
guide at: www.brunel.ac.uk/services/accommodation/living-off
campus
With your family Brunel does not offer any family accommodation,
so if you are planning on bringing your family, you will need to
arrange off-campus accommodation.
Under 18s If you are under the age of 18, the University will require a
guarantor to sign your Tenancy agreement. Before signing up for
accommodation, we recommend you read the Brunel Under 18s
policy at: www.brunel.ac.uk/Iife/accommodation/residence
regulations/home
Temporary Accommod ation If you have not yet secured
accommodation, you must ensure you have somewhere to stay
BEFORE you travel. Temporary accommodation can be found in the
on-campus hotel, local area hotels, bed and breakfasts.

Brunel University London
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Travelling to the UK
What should I bring?
•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Copies of your important documents, including passport,
travel insurance, visa, offer letter (please leave another
copy at home)
Your original transcripts and certificates used for all Brunel
course offers (your English course AND your next
academic course).
Contact number for your airport pick-up (if you have
booked it)
Laptop computer
A small amount of money in UK Pounds Sterling (GBP)
Warm clothing and an umbrella
1 plate, 1 mug, and utensils to eat with
Towel
Toiletries
Any required medicines
Receipts for any fees paid

What do I not need to bring?
•
•

Bedding, Pots and Pans - If you are in on-campus Halls of Residence, these are provided for you. If
you are in off-campus accommodation, you can buy this cheaply when you arrive.
Food - London is a very multi-cultural city and you will be able to find nearly all your favourite foods
in shops, supermarkets and restaurants nearby.

Brunel University London
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From the Airport to the Campus
Travelling to the campus Before you travel you should plan how you are going to get from the airport to
your accommodation. Brunel campus is only 10 miles from Heathrow airport.
Free Airport Pick-Up We offer a free transfer service from Heathrow airport to the Brunel campus, simply
complete the online booking form here: www.formstack.com/forms/brunel-airport pickup booking
Travelling by Public Transport
• Bus - You must first purchase an Oyster Card which you can buy at Heathrow for £5 (we recommend
you spend £15 to cover the cost of the card and your journey; for more information, visit https://
visitorshop.tfl.gov.uk/tfl/london-visitor-oyster-card/) , or you can use a contactless payment card if
you have one. You will need to get the bus from the Central Bus Station at Heathrow. You can catch
the U3 bus which will drop you at the University, Cleveland Road entrance. This will cost £1.50 and will
take about 50 minutes.
• Underground -This will take a long time and is not a convenient way to travel from the airport to
Brunel. You should only use this if you are travelling into central London.
Your Luggage You will be responsible for transferring your own luggage to your accommodation when
you arrive on campus. This may mean a 5-10 minute walk across campus. Please do not travel with more
than you can manage to carry by yourself.
Brunel University London
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Enrolment
There are 2 parts to your enrolment for your English course.
1. Online enrolment (required for internet access)
2. In-Person enrolment
You should complete your online enrolment before you leave home.
How to complete online enrolment (do this BEFORE you arrive)
I.

Log into the University Student Portal at: https: //evision.brunel.ac.uk/

I I.

Enter your username (this is your Brunel student number)

I I I . Enter your password (this is your date of birth in the format DDMMYY)

STUDENT
CENTRE

I V. Click on My Checklist
V. Complete the following two sections: My Personal information and My Finance. Once you have
completed these, you will see a green tick.
VI. Print the registration summary letter and bring this with you
VI I . If you are able to, you can also upload your passport and visa documents before you arrive. Just
follow the instructions on the eVision screen. Once you have completed these steps, you will have the
option to set up your Brunel Network Account. This will allow you to access the Wi-Fi on campus.

In-Person enrolment This will happen at the Student Centre on campus as part of your Orientation
Programme. You will receive more details about this when you arrive to start your course.
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Important Contact Details
Important Numbers
Remember to add 44 and take off the first 0 if calling from outside the UK.
Brunel Accommod ation 01895 267900
Brunel University Reception 01895 274000
Brunel Security Office (24 hours) 01895 266943

Travelling in London

www.tfl.gov.uk
immigration.admissions(cubrunel.ac.uk

Immigration and visa applications

www.gov.ukLgovernmentLorganisationsLukvisas-and-immigration
www.ukcisa.org.uk

Studying in the UK

www.gregareforsuccess.org.uk

We also recommend that you download a copy of the Great British Magazine at
www.greatbritishmag.co.uk, which provides advice on UK culture.

We look forward to welcoming you to Brunel!
Brunel University London
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