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Location

08.30
Registration Opens and Is
Available All Week

ESGW Foyer

12.00-13.00 Lunch ESGW Foyer

13.00-14.30
PGR Training and
Networking

ESGW 003

13.00-14.30 ECR Training and Networking ESGW Beldam

13.00-14.30
Leisure Studies Editorial
Board

ESGW 102

17.00-19.00 Opening Ceremony SAMA Bankside, London

LSA 2026 CONFERENCE 

PROGRAMME

https://samabankside.co.uk/


A S S O C I A T I O N

LEISURE
STUDIES

09.00-10.00

KEYNOTE
Rasul Mowatt 

A People’s History and Future of Leisure Studies, Part One
Location: ESGW Auditorium

10.15-11.45 Oral Presentations (Session 1)

Location: ESGW Beldam Location: ESGW 001 Location: ESGW 111

Other Issues Related to
Sociology of Sport

(Dis)Connected Leisure Spaces and Places of Leisure

Chair: Tarryn Godfrey Chair: Utsa Mukherjee Chair: Louise Mansfield

Wei-Ching, Wang
Climate Change Beliefs,
Support for External
Strategies, and Low-Carbon
Behavioral Intentions among
Recreational Sport Participants
in Taiwan

Bronwen Valtchanov 
Swipe Right...for Oppression:
Dis/connected Communities
and a Feminist Politics of Hope
within Online Dating

Siyabonga Craig Kolobe
Constraints Towards The
Management Of Rural-Based
Sports And Recreational
Facilities In The Local
Municipalities Of Limpopo
Province

Ambe Mamo Esayas 
Exploring The Dynamic
Competitiveness of Tourism
Resources in Hong Kong

Madura Thivanka Pathirana
Enhancing Community
Wellbeing and Ecological
Sustainability through
Creative and Connected Blue
Economics Leisure Practices

Paul O'Connor 
Chromatic Leisure: Theorising
Through Colour

Urszula Wolski
Paranormal Investigation – A
Serious Leisure Pursuit

Yang Yang
Killing Gulls Through the Love
of Feeding Them in the
Chinese Urban Leisurescape

Adam Fisher 
Understanding Community
Characteristics for the
Sustainability of Blue Leisure
Spaces

Bryan Clift 
Fighting Words: Podcasts, the
Manosphere, Leisure and Sport,
and the Politics of the 2024 US
Presidential Election

Xiaoyu Ye: 
Performing Frenchness:
Colonial Sociability and the
Ballroom at the French Club
Shanghai 1912-1949

WEDNESDAY
1  JULYST

BRUNEL UNIVERSITY OF
LONDON

LSA 2026 CONFERENCE 
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Corresponding author listed. Full authorship will appear in the
book of abstracts forthcoming.



WEDNESDAY
1  JULYST

BRUNEL UNIVERSITY OF
LONDON

A S S O C I A T I O N

LEISURE
STUDIES

10.15-11.45 Oral Presentations (Session 1)

Location: ESGW 102 Location: ESGW 003 Location: ESGW 209

Leisure and Social Justice
Leisure, Communities, and

Identity
Creative Communities

Chair: Lewis Smith Chair: Caroline Scarles Chair: Emma Wainwright

Abhishek Gupta
Disconnected Leisure:
Gendered Absences and the
Reconfiguration of Women’s
Leisure in a Migrant-Sending
Community in North India.

Karl Spracklen 
Here comes the chopper to
chop off your head! The
ongoing influence of modern
paganism, performativity and
communicative leisure in
English Morris dancing

Mengjun Tao 
Negotiating AI in Creative
Leisure Communities: Artists,
Identity, and Digital Practice

Damien Cavanaugh
Porn, Leisure, and Relationships

Khuliso Matshovhana
Towards Active Communities:
Developing LTPA Integration
Guidelines for Community
Health Workers in Limpopo
Province, South Africa

Beccy Watson 
In Leisure as in Academia: the
Entangled Maintenance of
Collage Collectives

Fatin Nabilah Azren 
Exploring Muslim Women’s
Sports Spectatorship:
Intersectionality and the Halal-
Tourism Perspective

Carlo Genova
Asphalt Waves. Belonging and
Identity in Longboarding

Xuejuan Chen
Busking as accessible leisure
and art: Audience perspectives

Ishak Hamdini
Participation in Recreational
Activities as a Balancing Factor
between Disability and Social
Belonging

Jingjing Hu 
Westernized Leisure Practices
in a Qiaoxiang Community in
Qingtian, China
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A S S O C I A T I O N

LEISURE
STUDIES

11.50-13.20 Oral Presentations (Session 2)

Location: ESGW Beldam Location: ESGW 001 Location: ESGW 111

Creative Communities (Dis)Connected Leisure Spaces and Places of Leisure

Chair: Rasul Mowatt Chair: Beccy Watson Chair: Brian Komyathy

Hannah Filer
Community Dance Wellbeing
Experiences for Young People
in England: Participatory
Perspectives from the Take
Flight National Programme

Yingying Zhang
From Wild Camping to Fly
Camping: What Has Changed
and What Was Wrong?

Katie McDonald 
Systemic Adhocracy in Leisure
Facility Planning: Insights from
Aquatic Centres in Melbourne,
Australia

Juliane Thieme
Leisure at the Margins: Informal
Networks and Creative
Community Among Female
Chefs

Marina Milosheva 
"Bridge is a good vessel for
socialising": Community,
Belonging, and Connection
Among Young Bridge Players

Jeff Crittenden 
Leisure begins with Humility:
Communities of the Ancient
Pilgrim

Stephanie Chambers 
"You need to have a break":
Exploring Young People's
Experiences of Wellbeing,
Leisure and Creativity in the
School Holidays

Nawal Syed
Connected Digital Leisure and
Clinically Relevant Mental
Health Outcomes Among
Adolescents: Implications for
Healthcare Resource
Utilization 

Lori S Hoy 
“The most pawfect day out”:
Examining Festivalscapes and
Multispecies Leisure at UK Dog
Festivals

Michael Roy Hobson
Pedestrian Movement as
Dialogue – Using Critical Dance
Pedagogy (CDP) to Capture
Physical Education (PE)
Students Experience of a CPD
Programme in Dance,
Gymnastics and Cheerleading.

Caroline Scarles
Blue Spaces in UK Policy: A
Futures Framework for Multi-
Stakeholder Collaboration and
Community Engagement in
Addressing Health Inequalities
and Environmental Protection 

Hester Hockin-Boyers
Motherhood and Leisure: Is
“time away for the self” Really
Possible?
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1  JULYST
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WEDNESDAY
1  JULYST

BRUNEL UNIVERSITY OF
LONDON

A S S O C I A T I O N

LEISURE
STUDIES

11.50-13.20 Oral Presentations (Session 2)

Location: ESGW 102 Location: ESGW 003 Location: ESGW 209

Leisure and Social Justice
Leisure, Communities, and

Identity
Spaces and Places of Leisure

Chair: Bailey Adie Chair: Tom Fletcher Chair: Belinda Wheaton

Makhaya Malema 
Leisure Programme Trends and
Shifts During and Post the
COVID-19 Pandemic for People
With Disabilities in the Western
Cape, South Africa

Steven E. Mock 
Social Status and Leisure:
Explaining the Omnivore
Hypothesis

Kerri Andrew 
Notes of an Apprentice
Ethnographer-Boxer:
Uncovering Women’s
Experiences in Masculine
Leisure Spaces

Nzwobi, H 
Perceived Leisure Education
Content Suitable for Promoting
Inclusivity Among Youth With
and Without Disabilities in the
Vhembe District Municipality,
Limpopo Province

Kayla Gilligan 
Come Hell or High Water, We
Take Care of Us: Queer Mutual
Aid and Resilience After
Hurricane Helene

Miriam Snellgrove 
Swimming under the Statue of
Liberty: Migrant Leisure,
Freedom and Democratic
Public Space

Laura Gubby
SHE RUNS: Women’s
Perceptions of Safety when
Running in Public Spaces

Keiko Oiso 
Learning as Leisure: Peer
Learning, Identity Work, and
Community Formation in
Creative and Connected
Contexts

Joanna Salomi Thomas
Analyzing the Factors that
Prevent Post-Occupancy
Evaluation Findings from
Informing Architectural Design
Practice

Dominic Conricode 
The Conceptualisation,
Implementation, and
Organisational Mediation of
Positive Action Measures in the
Sport, Physical Activity, and
Leisure Sector

Emily Ankers
Negotiating Gender and
Belonging in Rock Climbing
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WEDNESDAY
1  JULYST

BRUNEL UNIVERSITY OF
LONDON

A S S O C I A T I O N

LEISURE
STUDIES

13.20-14.20 Lunch Location: ESGW Foyer

14.20-15.20

KEYNOTE PANEL
Alan Tomlinson, Donna Chambers, Utsa Mukherjee, and Briony Sharp
Reflections on Critical Leisure Studies in Challenging Times
Location: ESGW Auditorium

15.20-15.35 Tea Break Location: ESGW Foyer

15.35-16.35 Workshops + Open Networking Space

Location: ESGW
Beldam

Location: ESGW 003 Location: ESGW 111
Location: ESGW 209

+ Foyer

Workshop Workshop Workshop

Open Networking
Space

Paul Gilchrist
The Dissertation
Journey: A Game-
Based Approach to
Learning Research
Challenges

Aaron W. Pooley /
Lawrence J. Bendle
Applied Grounded
Theory in leisure
research

Alayna Schmidt;
Brianna Blassneck
Inquiry through
Speculative
Worldmaking Games

Social Activities: Boat Trip and Conference Dinner

LSA 2026 CONFERENCE 

PROGRAMME

https://wmbcboats.co.uk/


09.00-10.00

KEYNOTE
Harriet Shortt
Creative Connections: Creative Methods for Communities and
Place-Making
Location: ESGW Auditorium

10.15-11.45 Oral Presentations (Session 1) + Open Networking Space

Location: ESGW Beldam Location: ESGW 001 Location: ESGW 111

Leisure, Health and
Wellbeing

Spaces and Places of Leisure Leisure and Social Justice

Chair: Adam Fisher Chair: Karl Spracklen Chair: Katie MacDonald

Tintswalo Basani Ngobeni
Recreation Providers and End-
Users: Perspectives from Youth
With Disabilities and
Recreation Service Providers
About Recreation Programs in
the Ba-Phalaborwa Local
Municipality, South Africa 

John Norman
Mobile Data Collection. A
Critical Appraisal of Walking
Interviews With Mountain
Sport Coaches.

Laura Gubby
SHE RUNS: International ‘Big
Qual’ Research and
Participatory Methodologies in
Physical Activity and Violence
Against Women (VAW)
Research

Yi-Ju Lee
How Sustainable Destination
Performance Shapes Tourist
Well-being: Evidence from
Cittaslow Contexts

Megha Budruk
Beyond Green and Blue:
Crowding Perceptions and
Social Carrying Capacity in
Desert Leisure Spaces

Xiaiowei Lai 
Interpretation of Leisure as a
Kind of “Capabilities”

Eilidh Macrae 
Rebuilding the Self, Safely:
Lessons Learned from the
Lived Experiences of
Participants and Leaders of a
Mothers’ Running Group

Bryce Noe: 
Freestyle Skateboarding as
‘Dark’ Leisure: The Death,
Suppression, and Feminisation
of Skateboarding’s Earliest
Discipline

Jorge Knijnik 
Leisure as Politics: Football
Fandom, Memory and
Transitional Justice in South
America 

Issahaku Adam
Role Of Leisure In The Healing
Process Of Stroke Survivors 

Ziming Jin
Nature, Place, and Wellbeing:
Comparing Forest and Desert
Leisure Experiences

Steve Howell
In Your Own Time?: The Last
Man and Leisure at the End of
History

THURSDAY
2  JULYND

BRUNEL UNIVERSITY OF
LONDON

A S S O C I A T I O N

LEISURE
STUDIES
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A S S O C I A T I O N

LEISURE
STUDIES

10.15-11.45 Oral Presentations (Session 1) + Open Networking Space

Location: ESGW 102 Location: ESGW 003 Location: ESGW 209 + Foyer

Leisure and Social Justice
Leisure, Communities, and

Identity

Open Networking Space

Chair: Jeff Crittenden Chair: Stephanie Chambers

Yang Yang:
The Only Good Possum is a
Dead Possum? Leisure Talk,
Online Discourse, and Moral
Framing in Australia and New
Zealand

Urszula Wolski 
Gender Inequalities in Sport –
A Changing Landscape:
Exploring the Experiences of
Women Coaches

Darla Fortune 
Building Bridges Between Long-
Term Care and Senior Centres
Through Inclusive Leisure
Programming

Marta Soligo 
Outdoor Recreation in the
Southern Nevada Desert: A
Crisis-Driven Shift in Land and
Tourism Management

Najmeh Hassanli
Leisure, Labour, and Care:
Community-Led Leisure and
Lived Experience in Refugee
Camp in My Neighbourhood 

Ashwin Tripathi
Doing Age through Times:
Community Building among
Older Indian Immigrants in
Germany

Oscar Vorobjovas-Pinta
Navigating Safety and
Belonging: A Research Agenda
for Queer Micro-Mobility

V. Vijay Kumar 
Algorithmic Leisure and
Platformised Spectatorship:
Streaming Sports, Digital
Fandom, and the
Reconfiguration of Collective
Leisure Communities in India

THURSDAY
2  JULYND

BRUNEL UNIVERSITY OF
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THURSDAY
2  JULYND

BRUNEL UNIVERSITY OF
LONDON

A S S O C I A T I O N

LEISURE
STUDIES

11.50-13.20 Oral Presentations (Session 2) + Open Networking Space

Location: ESGW Beldam Location: ESGW 001 Location: ESGW 111

Leisure, Health and Wellbeing Spaces and Places of Leisure Leisure and Social Justice

Chair: Jake Gifford Chair: Lori Hoy Chair: Kayla Gilligan

Seth Joseph Perkin 
The Politics of Pacing:
Wearable Self-Tracking and
Biographical Disruption After
Long COVID

Alberto Amore 
Revisiting URBEX as Leisure
Practice from an Anthropocene
Lens

Alejandra Carrillo 
Exploring Meso-Level Contexts
and Inequalities in Sport and
Physical Activity Participation:
A Systematic Review Protocol
Exploring Meso-Level Contexts
and Inequalities in Sport and
Physical Activity Participation:
A Systematic Review

Michael Tarrant
How Can Tourism Destinations
Grow Well: The Fourth
Dimension in the Quadruple
Bottom Line

Josiah Kidwell 
Hybrid Spaces of Leisure and
Religion in the Total
Environment of a Las Vegas
Megachurch

Jenny Hall
Cities Under Stars: Creating
Nocturnal Ecologically Just
Urban Leisure Spaces

Idurre Lazcano 
The Self-Management of
Leisure in Young People:
Theoretical Foundations and
Development of a
Multidimensional Scale Based
on Self-Determination Theory
(SDT)

Chudi Hua 
From Civic Pride to Private
Consumption: Mapping the
Ideological Shift in Britain’s
Post-War Leisure Spaces

Tom Critchley 
Sensing Climate Change at The
Freedom Skatepark, Jamaica

Silvia Gonzalez-Morcillo
Good Intervention Practices in
Leisure for Youth Wellbeing 

Clare Danek 
Permission to Play: An
Argument for the Time and
Space of Creative Community
Making Facilities
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A S S O C I A T I O N

LEISURE
STUDIES

THURSDAY
2  JULYND

BRUNEL UNIVERSITY OF
LONDON

11.50-13.20 Oral Presentations (Session 2) + Open Networking Space

Location: ESGW 102 Location: ESGW 003 Location: ESGW 209 + Foyer

Leisure, Communities, and
Identity

Leisure, Communities, and
Identity

Open Networking Space

Chair: Bryce Noe Chair: Jorge Knijnit

Richard Ajiee 
Beyond the Board: Chess as an
anti-stigma intervention for
promoting social inclusion and
hope-making among street-
involved youths in Nigeria

Bailey Ashton Adie
Whose heritage?: Memory,
place, and resilience in
heritage tourism communities

Freddy Tsopfack Fofack 
More than a Game: Informal
Leisure as Social Space in
Immigrants from Sub-Saharan
Africa Urban Life

Ece Kaya
Building Pathways for Women
in Surfing Leadership

Pfunzo Pearl Musandiwa
Leisure, Communities and
Identity: Gender, race, class,
disability and intersectional
perspectives

Shanjun Xie
Grooming Gamblers: Sports
betting, fandom and the
gambling identities of young
men

Yewande Adeniran
Saunafication: Leisure,
Atmospheric Gentrification and
the Racialised Limits of Rest

LSA 2026 CONFERENCE 
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https://preview-brunel.cloud.contensis.com/sport-health-and-exercise-sciences/Leisure-Studies-Conference/Leisure-Studies-Conference#keynote


13.20-14.20 Lunch Location: ESGW Foyer

14.20-15.20
KEYNOTE COMMUNITY PANEL

Creative Community Connections: Lessons from Grenfell
Location: ESGW Auditorium

15.20-15.35 Tea Break Location: ESGW Foyer

15.35-16.35 Workshops + Open Networking Space

Location: ESGW
Beldam

Location: ESGW 003 Location: ESGW 209 + Foyer

Workshop Workshop

Open Networking Space

Alayna Schmidt;
Brianna Blassneck;
Sasha Mader; Carly
Knudson; Crystal
Jade Cargill; Kayla
Patterson; Sarah
Farrar; Katie King
Emerging as a Joyful
Collective: An
Accidental Foray into
Post-Qualitative
Inquiry 

Juliane Thieme 
Zine-Making as
Method: Exploring
Leisure, Gender, and
Exhaustion in Creative
Communities

Social Activities: Brunel Social with Marquee, BBQ, and Music

THURSDAY
2  JULYND

BRUNEL UNIVERSITY OF
LONDON

A S S O C I A T I O N

LEISURE
STUDIES
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FRIDAY
3  JULYRD

BRUNEL UNIVERSITY OF
LONDON

A S S O C I A T I O N

LEISURE
STUDIES

9.00-10.00 Workshops + Open Networking Space

Location: ESGW
Beldam

Location: ESGW 003 Location: ESGW 209 + Foyer

Workshop Workshop

Open Networking Space

Oluwabusayomi
Ajayi: Sport, Leisure,
and the Blue
Economy
A Methodological
Roundtable of the
inaugural E1 series
event in Africa (Lagos
State)

Miriam Snellgrove,
Jayne Caudwell and
Nicola de Martini
Ugoletti: 
Advances in Leisure
Studies Publications
Panel

10.00-10.15 Tea Break Location: ESGW Foyer
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FRIDAY
3  JULYRD

BRUNEL UNIVERSITY OF
LONDON

A S S O C I A T I O N

LEISURE
STUDIES

10.15-11.45 Oral Presentations (Session 1) + Open Networking Space

Location: ESGW Beldam Location: ESGW 001 Location: ESGW 111

Leisure, Health and Wellbeing Spaces and Places of Leisure Leisure and Social Justice

Chair: Darla Fortune Chair: Marta Soligo Chair: Najmeh Hassanli

Sohini Sarkar 
What Happens When Nike
Hosts a Nighttime Run?
Safety, Community and the
Making of Emotional Well-
being

Daniela Lux 
Connecting Leisure
Perspectives on the Low
Season: Stakeholder and Guest
Views on Sport and Health
Tourism in an Alpine
Destination

Chudi Hua 
Gendering the Post-War
Playground: Ideology, Social
Inequality and the Evolution of
Female Leisure in Britain
(1945–1979)

Nicoleta Ciubotariu 
Self-Determination Theory and
Leisure Physical Activity
Providers' Approaches to
Supporting the Wellbeing of
Survivors of Violence Against
Women

Rasul A. Mowatt 
A People's History of Leisure
Studies: The Kommunity of
Klan ReKreation

Esther Peperkamp 
Whose City, Whose Story?
Murals, Identity, and the Right
to the City

Emily Hunt 
Building Evidence for Local
and System-Wide
Transformation in Community
Sport, Physical Activity and
Health through Digital
Storytelling

Xuejuan Chen
Living in a Self-Defined Leisure
World: A Conceptual Reflection

Adam Talbot 
‘For me, the most important
issue is the Games
themselves’: Anti-Olympic
Activism and AI Video
Surveillance

Belinda Wheaton 
Attention Deficit/ Hyperactivity
Disorder (ADHD) and Leisure: A
Critical Neurodiversity
Studies–Based Research
Agenda

Gokben Demirbas 
Precarious Leisure: A Feminist
Perspective

Stephen Crossley 
“And … relax”: Leisure and the
Welfare State
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FRIDAY
3  JULYRD

BRUNEL UNIVERSITY OF
LONDON

A S S O C I A T I O N

LEISURE
STUDIES

10.15-11.45
Oral Presentations (Session 1) + Open

Networking Space

Location: ESGW 102 Location: ESW 209 + Foyer

Leisure, Communities, and Identity

Open Networking Space

Chair: Tom Critchley

Reiana Essex-Simmons 
Creating Leisure Experiences With Care In a
Tourist Destination: Reflections from Tulum

Cari E. Autry 
Perceptions Surrounding Leisure and the Role
of Recreational Therapy as a Pathway to
Employment for Individuals with Intellectual
and Developmental Disabilities

Vanessa Cumper
Ethnographic Connections with the D/deaf
Community

Arianne Reis 
A Bourdieusian Analysis of How Leisure
Supports Veterans in their Transition to Civilian
Life
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FRIDAY
3  JULYRD

BRUNEL UNIVERSITY OF
LONDON

A S S O C I A T I O N

LEISURE
STUDIES

11.45-13.15 Oral Presentations (Session 2) 

Location: ESGW Beldam Location: ESGW 001 Location: ESGW 111

Leisure, Health and Wellbeing Spaces and Places of Leisure Leisure and Social Justice

Chair: Oscar Vorobjovas-Pinta Chair: Seth Joseph Perkin Chair: Clare Danek

Xinyi Zhao 
The Ordinary Contamination of
Pleasure: Food, Leisure, and
Rhinitis

Nicola De Martini Ugolotti
Leisure, Place-Attachment and
Solidarity on a Forgotten
Island: Lessons from “A
People’s History of the Bibby
Stockholm”

Tarryn Godfrey
In Their Own Voice: Exploring
Capacity Building Across
International Sport for
Development Charities

Nick Davies 
To Be or Not to Be in Nature:
Understanding Relationships
Between Savouring, Stress
Reduction and Simulated
Blue/Green Environments

Kyung Hee Lee 
Modeling Time-Ordered
Pathways to Leisure-Time
Physical Inactivity: Walkable
Park Access as a Case
Application

Utsa Mukherjee 
Parenting the Play Paradox:
How Mothers in Low-Income
Households Evaluate Their
Children's Play in Early Years

Silvo Hernesniemi
Reimagining Therapeutic
Recreation Philosophy and
Practice Through Post-
Qualitative Inquiry

Brian Komyathy
When Leisure Is Not About
Rest: What Draws People to
Physically Demanding Leisure
Activities in Outdoor Spaces? 

Adele Doran
Women and Decent Work in the
Outdoor Sector: A Framework
to Interrogate Policy

13.15-14.15 Networking Lunch
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11.45-13.15 Oral Presentations (Session 2) 

Location: ESGW 102 Location: ESGW 003 Location: ESGW 209

Leisure, Health and Wellbeing Spaces and Places of Leisure Leisure and Social Justice

Chair: Gokben Demirbas Chair: Richard Ajiee Chair: Stephen Crossley

Jake Gifford
Narratives of Obesity &
Physical Activity: Exploring the
Stories of Men in Mid-Life 

Emma Wainwright
‘I want her to be playful’:
Locations of Past and Present
in Low-Income Migrant
Parents’ Aspirations for
Children’s Play  

Reid Allen 
"Hope they all get sick": Space
Invaders and More-Than-
Human Tensions in the Water
at Hampstead Heath

Madura Thiwanka Pathirana
Enhancing Community
Wellbeing and Ecological
Sustainability through Creative
and Connected Blue Economics
Leisure Practices

Kate Dashper 
Animals in Nature or Animals
as Nature: Tensions in Nature-
Based Recreation

Robyn Smith
“It paints everybody with this
brush of victimhood”:
Re‑Imagining Trauma‑Informed
Approaches with Marginalised
Youth in Community Sport

Louise Mansfield
RE-CYCLE: Cultures of Repair,
Sustainability and the Circular
Economy in Urban Community
Bike Use, Mending and Re-Use

Sandra Osigwe 
Exploring Placemaking as a
Lens for Understanding Older
Tourists’ Leisure Experiences

Nachiketh T Anil 
Traditional Architectural
Disparity Between the Poor
and the Rich and How It Has
Impacted the Views of What
Traditional Architecture Is in
Kerala.

13.15-14.15 Networking Lunch
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