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Brunel University London’s Start-up Incubator Programme  consists of free in-
depth personal ised support from a range of internal  and external  special ists who
wil l  work with you on an individual  basis,  designed to fast track your success and
get you ready for the next stage of your entrepreneurial  journey.   

This col laborative programme wil l  help you as a budding entrepreneur to
understand and develop al l  elements of your business;  from exploring customer
needs to how to protect your idea.  Part ic ipating in this programme wil l  also enable
you to develop your transferable ski l lset ,  which wil l  be of great value to you in any
future career.  

Through one-to-one mentorship,  the programme wil l  guide you to see the big
picture and to f i l l  in gaps you may not have known were there.  I t  wi l l  also help you
to solve problems relat ing to your start-up.  

Meet the team
 Mentors have been careful ly selected to ensure that you are led by the very best,

providing you with helpful ,  practical  advice and suggestions to apply to your
business and entrepreneurial  ski l lset.   
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Officer 
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https://technicalnature.org.uk/about/
https://scandinaviastories.co.uk/people/


Benefits of Programme  

If  you are accepted onto the programme, you will  get one-to-one support
in the following areas:  

Mentor support available 

Phase 1 -  Business Model Canvas 

Phase 2 -Detai led Design 

-  Understanding your customer 
-  Operating model and USP (unique sel l ing points)  design  
-  Profit  & loss planning 
-  Team building 
-Writ ing sales and marketing copy 

Phase 3 -  Pitching

-  Develop your pitch deck and content optimisation 
-  Explore your del ivery style and perfect your persona  
-  Improve your communication and presentation ski l ls   

Phase 4 -  Implementation planning and personal development 

Phase 5 -Sales 

Business structure 

-  Bui ld a real ist ic  plan  
-  Uncover your personal strength and behaviours  

-  Bui ld your sales pipel ine  
-  Learn how to get your f irst  customer  

-  Explore accounting and reporting  

 Intel lectual  Property Protection 

-  Identif icat ion of areas for protection and potential  funding  to help
 you patent these areas

Other external support

-  Develop a high level  Business Model Canvas   
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 Regular check-ins with your very own Entrepreneur Hub experienced
entrepreneurship advisor  

Access to workshops and training events where you wil l  develop your
transferable ski l ls   

Make connections and bui ld relat ionships with special ists  

Peer support groups and opportunit ies to learn from and grow with l ike-
minded entrepreneurs  

Potential  bursary funding;  the Entrepreneur Hub with support from Santander
have a small  fund to help a few founders on a needs and fund avai labi l i ty basis

Hot desk and access to 3D printers and other tools at  the Central  Research
Laboratory in Hayes.  

Although, not included in the programme, there may be an opportunity to also gain (24/7)  hot
desk membership with the Central  Research Laboratory to benefit  from the community,  faci l i t ies
and access to regular networking events,  expert talks and peer coaching sessions This support is
provided free,  without an exchange of equity,  by Brunel University.

Other benefits. . .  

After completing the init ial  Incubator programme, you (and al l  other members)
can reach out to the Entrepreneur Hub for a further nine months to request more
support i f  needed. We want to ensure that you feel  super supported whilst  you
test and hopeful ly implement everything you have learned throughout the 3
months on the programme, to real ly grow your business.   

You are also welcome to join the Brunel Start-up Incubator community via a
LinkedIn group, specif ical ly  for the entrepreneurs who have taken part in the
programme. We wil l  share relevant events,  workshops,  funding opportunit ies with
you (and you can also share opportunit ies and resources you come across with
other Brunel entrepreneurs!) .  Within this group, you can of course also share
your t ips/ tr icks and col lect ively celebrate your wins and help solve any you may
face with others,  who may have even been through the same obstacles.   

Ongoing support and community  
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Based on your needs,  the Entrepreneur Hub wil l  al locate a specif ic  number of
hours for you to spend with each mentor.   

The programme is completely tai lored to you; you wil l  decide the frequency,
t imes and days you work with our special ists at  the beginning of the programme.
However,  note that the hours al located must be used within 3 months of start ing
the programme.  

Throughout the programme, you must also be avai lable for regular check-ins
with your Entrepreneur Hub business consultant – these wil l  be confirmed with
you based on your avai labi l i ty and you wil l  need to attend an end of programme
session (on campus),  where you wil l  showcase your achievments throughout the
programme, provide feedback,  network and explore next steps.  

The Start-up Incubator Programme has three intakes a year (October,  February,
June) that sees the most promising Brunel start-ups join the programme and
become a member of a small  community of l ikeminded budding entrepreneurs
over 3 months.  You wil l  meet the fel low members and mentors at an onl ine
introduction session.  

Within this community,  you can reach out to the other members i f  you wish to
share your month’s entrepreneurial  progress as wel l  as get advice,  help and
support from your peers.  I t  is  great to surround yourself  with other
entrepreneurs,  especial ly  when start ing your journey as entrepreneurship can be
lonely -  this is  the perfect opportunity to network and bui ld long-term key
relat ionships you can rely on in the future.   

Incubator Timeline  

Key Dates

To ensure the programme is as accessible and f lexible as possible,  al l  mentoring
sessions wil l  take place onl ine via Zoom or similar video platforms.   
 
The workshops and other act ivit ies recommended throughout the programme
wil l  range from in-person l ive events on campus at Brunel University London or
Zoom and wil l  cover al l  aspects of growing a business and val idating your idea.    

Take part anywhere.. .
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You have shown passion and commitment in making your business happen  
You wil l  be able to evidence your interest in entrepreneurship  
You have identif ied a gap in the market and researched competitors  
You have tested some features of your product or service with potential  users
to demonstrate demand  
You have taken steps to prepare yourself  and establ ish the practical i t ies
involved in developing your venture and or running your business

 

Brunel Start-up incubator programme is avai lable to early-stage start-ups with a
viable business venture founded by a Brunel student(s) ,  researcher or recent
graduate.  There wil l  be some spaces for graduates over 3 years too.  

Your business can be in any industry,  and if  you have a team, we al low up to 4
members to take part together.   

There are l imited spaces on the programme. These spaces wil l  be awarded to the
most promising ventures and entrepreneurial  students and recent graduates.   

For your best chance of gett ing a space on our incubator,  you wil l  already have
researched your idea thoroughly.  You are also l ikely to have completed a Business
Model Canvas to a high level  and be able to demonstrate that:   

  

Is this Programme for you?  

You must have a desire,  passion,  t ime and energy to run your own business or
social  enterprise  
You must have a researched idea for a product or service which you are
capable of del ivering to customers  
You must be organised and committed 
You have the t ime to spend outside of 1-1 sessions to explore,  research and
complete tasks discussed throughout sessions with your mentor   
Self-discipl ine  

What we are looking for.. .

To register interest,  you wil l  need to have a 1-1 consultat ion with your
Entrepreneur Hub business consultant.  Your business consultant wi l l  assess your
readiness and suitabi l i ty for the programme. At the end of the meeting,  you wil l
either be invited to apply via an onl ine application form or be given advice on what
you need to do to be considered.
 
I f  you have any questions or would l ike to request a 30-minute meeting with your
consultant,  please contact hub@brunel.ac.uk  

How to apply
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GEORGIA WILLIAMS & JOSHUA KING, FOUNDERS OF ZEAL

www.brunel.ac.uk/pdc/entrepreneur-hub

Testimonials
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SIMONE PANELLA, FOUNDER OF DYAMOTECH

"This programme was an amazing opportunity!  My business idea before this
incubator was completely different -  al l  the help and support enabled me to
refine and evaluate my idea,  see what worked and what didn’t ."

FRANCIS JONES, FOUNDER OF STEM@HOME 

"Brunel 's  Incubator programme was essential  for an entrepreneur l ike me
without any professional  business training or background. The tai lored
support I  received from every person involved was vital  to my development as
an entrepreneur and I  wouldn't  have got this far without them."

Education Secondary (PGCE)

Business and Management (Entrepreneurship and Innovation BSc)

‘ "The Entrepreneur hub has been a huge support in our journey
to launch our own start-up Zeal-Lifestyle!  They have helped us
raise investment,  network,  learn how to pitch & most recently
register for our own trademarks & design r ights! ’

Industrial  Design and Technology (BA) &Product Design (BSc)

"Start ing a business felt  overwhelming at the beginning,  but the Entrepreneur Hub
was instrumental  in helping me turn my business idea into real ity.  They have
provided practical  support around creating a business model,  bui lding a f inancial
plan and connecting me with resources within their  network to push my business
forward. I  can’t  recommend the programme enough!"

Sustainabi l i ty ,  Entrepreneurship and Design MSc
GRACEN RUBO, FOUNDER OF IMPRINT


