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Consortium

• Royal Holloway
• Kingston
• Loughborough (London)
• Brighton
• Roehampton
• University of the Arts
• Surrey
• Westminster
• Brunel

FUNDED BY THE ARTS AND HUMANITIES 
RESEARCH COUNCIL



What Techne Offers: Funding
• Scholarships – awarded in open competition between individual 

applicants. 
• Awards include University Fees + Maintenance grants for 3.5 years 

(f/t) 7 years (p/t). 
• You are a UK resident if you have been living in the UK for 3 years 

(outside f/t education) - wherever you are from.
• EU Students are eligible for fees only. 
• International students are not eligible for funding.
• Students who would have already started a Ph.D f/t 18 months before 

they would start a funded Ph.D can also apply.
• Some small additional funds during your research (e.g. for attending 

conferences, travel to do with research etc).



What Techne Offers: A Research Community

• Workshops on aspects of the Ph.D experience (writing, publishing, 
impact, transitioning to jobs, difficulties).

• Lectures/seminars on intellectual and philosophical debates in the 
arts and humanities.

• Two conferences a year on a theme conjoining practical research 
questions and broader intellectual issues, e.g. Platforms and 
Interfaces, Borders and Boundaries, Archives, etc.

• Overcoming the isolation of traditional Ph.D study.



Techne Subjects and Subject Panels
• Cultures and Heritage

Law, Politics and International Relations, Cultural Geography, Conservation, Media, Journalism and Publishing, 
Cultural Studies, Development, Ethnography and Anthropology.

• History

History, Classics, Philosophy, Theology

• Performing Arts

Music, Creative Writing, Dance, Drama

• Language and Literature

English and Modern Languages, Interpreting and Translation, studies of national and regional cultures.

• Visual Arts

Theory and Practice (e.g. film, games, media), Design, Architecture, Art History.



Techne – what does it mean?

Immanuel Kant (1724-1804)

‘Art, as human skill, is also distinguished from science ( [i.e., we 
distinguish] can from know),  as practical from theoretical 
ability, as technic from theory (e.g., the art of surveying from 
geometry).

• Skills
• Creative choices
• Transformation/production
• Judgment
• Stimulating use of Techniques and Technologies



The Flavour of Techne

• Cultural
• Past & Present/Tradition & Innovation
• Interdisciplinary (like projects that combine subjects &/or methods)
• Theory and Professional Practice & Skills
• Scholarly and Impactful (for wider publics)
• Creative (the craft of research)
• Critical, Political
• Original





Application Form Website

GO TO: https://techne.flexigrant.com

You can Register here.
At present the Next round of applications is not
Open (opens in late Sep).



https://www.brunel.ac.uk/research/Research-
degrees/DTPs/Techne

Download a PDF of last 
year’s application from 
here.

Download a Word 
Doc version of the 
application form
HERE

https://www.brunel.ac.uk/research/Research-degrees/DTPs/Techne
http://www.techne.ac.uk/how-to-apply-for-a-techne-ahrc-studentship


Tutorial Process: What You Can Expect
• Discuss ideas with suitable academic staff. Get some pointers.
• Draft a proposal as a beginning point of discussion.
Pointers: What is it you want to explore. How does it connect with existing 
research? What is new/original about what you plan to do?
• Identify the ‘discipline(s)’  it sits in (literature, history, philosophy, media, law, 

and any cross-overs, etc), 
• the theoretical/critical frameworks you want to use (e.g. feminist analysis, 

Marxism, psychoanalysis, post-colonial, discourse analysis, visual analysis, 
ethnographic, or cite names of key thinkers who have defined a approach 
and are central to your research, etc).

• and the methods you will use to generate data (creative practice, case 
studies, comparative, documentary/archival research, focus groups, 
interviews, participant-observation, desk-research, etc).



Tutorial Process

• Be prepared to work through many iterations of your proposal.
• Refer to the Techne Guidance notes on filling out the form.
• Listen to your tutors.
• This is at least 2-3 months work.
• There will be another lecture on filling in the form from me.
• You will also get feedback from Brunel’s internal review panel before
The December 18 deadline. 

http://www.techne.ac.uk/how-to-apply-for-a-techne-ahrc-studentship


Review Panel and After

• Meets mid-January.
• It will decide which applications are strong enough to go forward.
• It will give some last minute suggestions to make the application 

stronger.
• If yours is selected – you must submit through the online Techne 

Portal by Feb 10th deadline.
• If selected to go forwards – you should then formally apply to be a 

Brunel Ph.D student if you have not already done so.
• Decisions finalized and made known in April. 



To get this Powerpoint……

• Email: Michael.wayne@brunel.ac.uk
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