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Today’s workshop

Brief explanation of the Connect platform

Hands on activity

Staff experiences
« Biomedical Sciences
« Occupational Therapy

« Sport, Health and Exercise Sciences

The student view

Conclusions
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The Connect platform
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Project Timeline

2018-19 Connect used
by:

2017-18 Teach Brunel
allowed funding
Connect registration
for 266 first year
students in
Biomedical Sciences

Biomedical Sciences

2015-16 Connecton a
trial basis

2016-17 Connect used
by few students

Occupational Therapy

Sport, Health and
Exercise Sciences

Biomedical Sciences
(550 students)
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Try out Connect

Have a taste of the platform and its different
applications:

T aan)

- Cadaver dissecting tool
- LearnSmart quizzes

-  E-textbook
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Three case studies: Biomedical Sciences

Brunel University London

Context:

2"d year running (funded) — led
by the same team — with a single
teaching block leader

Used student feedback as
evidence of successful practice
and ideas for what to
iIntroduce/improve




Three case studies: Biomedical Sciences

What went well —what we have repeated
« Utilising support of McGraw-Hill to induct student in the use of Connect
« Retained curated pre/post lecture assignments
« Tool, including assignments, embedded in BBL
« Using Connect to support near-peer learning
New adoption

 Based on student feedback introduced animations/cadaver dissection
tool in the classroom

* Improved near-peer learning tutorial
Reflection

« Use of ‘At Risk’ report to monitor and contact students is benéeficial.
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Three case studies: Biomedical Sciences —
Near Peer Learning Sessions

A

Student led Transferring
experience
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Three case studies: Occupational Therapy

 Human Sciences content organized into 5 main topics:
Breathing & Circulation (BSc & MSc)

Support & Movement (BSc & MSc)

Integration & Coordination (BSc & MSc)

The Senses (BSc only)

a o W D PRF

Health Psychology (Connect not used for this topic)

Students used Connect for pre-reading and preparation with LearnSmart quizzes to
build up BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE OF TOPIC

«  Weekly 3hr interactive workshop (lab) focusing on CONSOLIDATION &
APPLICATION KNOWLEDGE (e.g. testing sensation, pulse rate, joint angle, feeling
body parts)

« Every 3 weeks TEAM BASED LEARNING session with Case Study focus
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Three case studies: Occupational Therapy

TOPIC TOPIC LEAD | WEEK PREPARATION WORKSHOP CONTENT
INTRO Tai Frater |1 See Blackboard Learn INTRODUCTION
24.9.18 TF, PNS, LC, LM
TOPIC 1: Dr 2 Connect: Chapter 13 Cardiovascular System CARDIOVASCULAR SYSTEM WORKSHOP
BREATHING & Panagiota | 1.10.18 PNS & LC
CIRCULATION Nikopoulou- | 3 Connect: Chapter 16 Respiratory System RESPIRATORY SYSTEM WORKSHOP
Smyrni 8.10.18 PNS & TF
4 See Workbook TOPIC 1 TBL: OT APPLICATION
15.10.18 PNS & TF
TOPIC 2: Dr Lesley 5 Connect: Chapter 7 Skeletal System SKELETAL SYSTEM WORKSHOP
SUPPORT & Collier 22.10.18 LC&TF
MOVEMENT 6 Connect: Chapter 8 Muscular System MUSCULAR SYSTEM WORKSHOP
29.10.18 LC&TF
7 READING WEEK
TOPIC 2 Dr Lesley 8 See Workbook TOPIC 2 TBL:OT APPLICATION
CONTINUED Collier 12.11.18 LC&TF
TOPIC 3: Linda 9 Connect: Chapter 9 Nervous System ENDOCRINE SYSTEM WORKSHOP
INTEGRATION & Maskill 19.11.18 LM & TF
COORDINATION 10 Connect: Chapter 11 Endocrine System NERVOUS SYSTEM WORKSHOP
26.11.18 LM & TF
11 See Workbook TOPIC 3 TBL: OT APPLICATION
3.12.18 LM & TF
TOPIC 4: THE Tai Frater | 18 Revise Nervous system THE SENSES WORKSHOP 1
SENSES 21.1.19 TF & AF
19 Connect: Chapter 10 The Senses THE SENSES WORKSHOP 2
28.1.19 LC & AF
20 See Workbook TOPIC 4 TBL: OT APPLICATION
4.2.19 TF, LC & AF

Brunel University London
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Three case studies: SHES

%ﬂ ﬁﬁﬂ BLEARNSMART

Physiology (term 1)

1 Introductory lecture eBook chapter relating to each lecture

Practical 1: Fundamental Anthropometric and Physiological measures

Personalised (individual student level)

2 Organisation of the human body (Ch 1,2,3) . .
- quiz relating to each lecture
The endocrine system (Ch 17 & 18)

3 The cardiovascular system: blood and heart (Ch 19 & 20) Cohort level quiZ taken before and after

The cardiovascular system: blood vessels and circulation (Ch 21) each Iaboratory practical
4 The muscular system (Ch 9, 10) . . . .

— raneportand contol o reathng Gh 23 Quizzes integrated into BBL; available as
rator m: gas tran nd contr reathin .. .

e respiratory system: gas transport and control of breathing ( revision aid
5 Practical 2: HR and BP, ECG, Blood parameters, Metabolic Rate,
6 The respiratory system: mechanics of breathing and lung function (Ch 23) Anato my (term 2)

The nervous system: organisation of nervous system (Ch 11, 14 & 16)

eBook chapter relating to each area

7 Practical 3: Lab Conditions, Respiratory Function, EMG, Blood Flow,
8 The renal system (Ch 26) Personalised (individual student level)
Water, electrolyte, and acid-base balance (Ch 27) CIUiZ relati ng to each area
9 Practical 4: Fluid balance and electrolyte and acid-base balance . . .
- — 3D cadaver dissection tool used in
10 Nutrition and the digestive system (Ch 24 & 25) Iec tures
Anaerobic & Aerobic metabolism (Ch 25)
1 Thermoregulation (Ch 5 & 25) Quizzes integrated into BBL; available as
Exam preparation revision aid

12 Examination Weeks 11




The student view

« Oliver Britten
Biomedical Sciences

 Lynn Gable
Occupational Therapy

« Caitlin Champion
Life Sciences
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Student feedback polls - Engagement

How often are you using
Connect?

m Every week

® Once or twice
a month

® Now and then

® I'm not using
Connect

Brunel University London

11 Polls

314 participants

What aspect of Connect
did you find most useful?

B Learn Smart
Quizzes

® Animations

m Cadavar
Dissection Tool

m Ebook

13




Student feedback polls - Engagement

Connect is an engaging tool that helps you

82% strongly agree and agree I earn
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Student feedback polls - Assisting with

learning

What aspect of Connect did you
find most useful?

® When building a general

understanding of the topic
m As a pre-lecture tool

m After my lecture
m During sessions/practicals

® During revision

Connect helps you
understand the basic
B-.concepts of your topic more
fully

®m For exam practice

m Strongly agree
m Agree
m Unsure
Disagree
m Strongly disagree

Brunel University London
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Student feedback - Limitations

You are not using Connect (or finding it
difficult) because:

® You don't like using an
online textbook

®m You have other
methods of study

® You don’t understand
how to use Connect

® You don't think it is a
helpful resources

® N/A | am using Connect
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Student feedback polls

Do you think Connect has enhanced
your learning?

mYes

mNo
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What do you find least useful about Connect?
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What do you like most about Connect?
@
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Conclusions

Positive experience of digital learning for staff and students

Staff: easy to administer/ enabled a variety of teaching
approaches

Students: engaging way of learning

Institution: complements its vision for digital transformation
and near-peer/team-based learning

What next?

Use experiences and insight into other colleagues practice to
Improve the experience next year

Expand experience to other divisions
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Contact us
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Senior
Lecturer
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